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Ekene Ikeme
Public service positions come 

with public ridicule, knowing this, 
why are you deciding to run for 
another term on the City Council?

Jim Oddie: You have to have 
thick skin to run for local office, 
but the criticism is nothing com-
pared to the real-life problems of 
our neighbors who are homeless 
or facing staggering housing costs 
— it is worth the grief if we 
can make a difference for these 
residents, as the getting ridiculed 
pales in comparison to the prob-
lems that many of our neighbors 
face every day. 

What are some of the lessons 
you learned from your first two 
council terms, that you will use in 
this term if elected?  

JO: I’ve learned that one can’t 
be everything to everybody and to 
stay true to your values.  I’ve also 
learned from, acknowledged, and 
apologized for my mistakes. 

How would you have voted 
on the staff-recommended Grand 
Street improvement plan and why? 
What other street improvement 
projects would you like to see the 
city do to improve traffic safety?   

JO: I was disappointed in 
the initial vote coming on the 
heels of the release of the Active 
Transportation Plan and would 
have voted to approve the staff rec-
ommendation.  When I knock on 
doors, the top issue I hear (besides 
the cost of housing) is the safety 
of our streets for cyclists, pedes-
trians, and even drivers.  I would 
prioritize improving the safety of 
Lincoln Avenue and the eastern 
portion of Clement. 

What are your thoughts on the 
draft Transportation Action Plan? 
Would you make any changes to it?  

JO: The Active Transportation 
Plan is an action plan, which 
implements existing, adopted city 
policies.  The key to this plan, like 
so many others, is for the council 
to fund the staffing and projects 
that are outlined in the action 
plan. I think it is well done and 
appreciate all of the community 
and staff effort that went into pro-
ducing it. But we can’t let it sit on 
the shelf if we want to improve 

safety on our streets. 

In what ways can the city 
improve its efforts to curb home-
lessness?  

JO: First, we need to make 
sure at-risk residents don’t 
become homeless in the first 
place by protecting and strength-
ening our rent and eviction pro-
tections.  I’m proud to have led 
on that issue in my earlier terms.  
For those who are homeless, any 
plan should include: services, 
temporary shelter, and permanent 
housing. During my last term, we 
used HEAP [Homeless Emergency 
Aid Program] funds for a day 
center and safe parking program 
and provided funding to Building 
Futures for case management. I 
was also one of the members who 
spoke up against building a busi-
ness park where Dignity Village 
will be built (the “bottle parcel”), 
asking for housing instead. We 
also need to pass the housing 
element to provide more housing, 
stop fighting the wellness center, 
and move along the West Midway 
project for APC [Alameda point 
Collaborative. 

City leaders want to build hous-
ing at many transit corridors and 
shopping districts. Do you agree 
with this philosophy? Is what’s 
described in the draft Housing 
Element the most efficient way of 
reaching the city’s housing man-
date? What changes would you like 
to see, if any?  

JO: I support the housing 
element and would not alter it, 
although it should be passed by 
the current council if I understand 
the timelines correctly. Housing 
is a basic human right. Period. 
End of Sentence. Stop.  The state 
requires us to identify where his-
torical impacts have occurred and 
to specifically address them in 
those locations, so I would not 
vote to undue any parts of an 
approved housing element. I don’t 
want Alameda to be in a situation 
where a judge controls our hous-
ing policy or developers can exer-
cise the “builders remedy” as I 
want Alameda to be compliant, and 
remain compliant, with State law. 

What should the city do to miti-
gate the problems regarding sea 
level rise?  

JO: We amended the Master 
Plan 5 years ago for any develop-
ment adjacent to the shoreline 
or lagoons to plan for 50 years of 
sea level rise and protect from a 
100-year flood event.  That was a 
good start.  We also adopted the 
Climate Action and Resiliency Plan 
(CARP).  I brought a referral to 
declare a climate emergency and 
following adoption, the developer 
at Alameda Marina changed its 
plans to go 100% electric.  We 
received voter approval for a 
stormwater fee increase, bringing 
in $30M for infrastructure projects 
for our storm drains and pumping 
stations and the Veterans Park 
seawall. But we need to do more. 
The CARP, like any other plan, 
can’t sit on the shelf gathering 
dust. The council needs to fund the 
positions and projects outlined in 
the CARP. I would propose bring-
ing an infrastructure bond to the 
voters 100% dedicated to climate 
change projects because we can-
not afford to wait. 

In terms of policing, how would 
go about meeting the needs of the 
police force, while also listening 
to the concerns of residents? For 
example: the police department 
wanted to use ALPRs to help solve 
crime in the city, but some residents 
felt it is an invasion of privacy.  

JO: The city recently hired a 
new police chief and he should be 
given the opportunity to implement 
his vision of policing in Alameda 
and trust him to do so in a way 
that protects our residents.  If you 
recall when the previous council 
was about to discuss ALPRs, the 
story broke that the vendor we 

Ekene Ikeme
Public service positions come 

with a lot of public ridicule, know-
ing this, why are you running for 
City Council?  

Paul Beusterien: I like 
Alameda. I like living here and I 
want to contribute to making it a 
good place and making it a good 
place for the future. I look at it as 
volunteering for my community. 
Definitely the amount of ridicule, 
I knew there was some, but it’s 
much stronger than I was expect-
ing, but also on the flipside, there 
is a lot of positive feedback as well. 
A lot of people appreciate the work.  

Where will you draw the line 
between taking into consideration 
the views of residents, when their 
views might not be in the best 
interest of the city as a whole? 
For example, the McKay Avenue 
Wellness Center had strong critics 
when it was conceived.  

PB: I think this was an example 
of where Alameda got really polar-
ized. And I feel like both groups on 
this issue made things worse with 
their rhetoric and I would have 
liked to have seen people come 
together with a common cause.  

I think dealing with all the 
divisiveness in the future is really 
about getting people off of social 
media, getting them to talk togeth-
er, find out where they agree, and 
then work on those things and 
then work on the disagreements 
at some point. There’s going to be 
disagreements and you just have 
to work on them at some point.  

What’s your relationship with 
other councilmembers, and do you 
think it’s important for council-
members to have a healthy rela-
tionship with fellow councilmem-

bers to be a good councilmember?  

PB: I definitely think it’s impor-
tant. As far as Alameda politics, 
I have been involved in various 
ways in the past several years. 
I’ve been with the Bay Farm and 
the Harbor Bay Homeowners 
Association Board and through 
that I have worked with the city on 
numerous things. I have relation-
ships with some of the council-
members already, not all of them, 
but I think it’s key once on council 
to work to meet with each coun-
cilmember to build a relationship 
so we can work together. I believe 
even where we disagree on policy, 
we still need to build a relationship  

You talked about creating more 
housing incentives for middle 
income residents, how can the city 
do more to help these types of 
residents?  

PB: I think because the city 
council is the final approver on a 
lot of planned development, the 
city council can have a say and 
work with providers to make sure 
that middle income housing is 
there. There was a good example 
last year where Councilmember 
[Trish Herrera] Spencer held back 
her approval vote for the housing 
here on Sherman [Street] and 
Atlantic [Avenue] until middle 
income was added to that plan. 
Because it’s a challenge with a lot 
of incentives, obviously, to build 
market-rate housing and richer 
people can afford to pay for those. 
And there’s a lot of incentives to 
build really low-income housing 
because of the density bonus that 
can go with that. So, I think that’s 
where the council can make a dif-
ference is working to ensure that 
middle-income housing is also 
built.  

City leaders have discussed 
building housing units at transit 
corridors and shopping districts. 
Do you agree with this philosophy?  

PB: I’m a supporter of building 
housing at Alameda Point. I’m sup-
portive of building housing along 
the northern waterfront where 
we have a lot of decaying indus-
trial infrastructure and buildings 
that aren’t in use. And I support 
increased density in in shopping 
districts and shopping centers, 
partly because a lot of them need 
density to be viable. We’re not 
getting as much business at our 
shopping districts as we did in the 
past and overall, there is a hous-
ing availability crisis and Alameda 
should do its part.  

The transit corridors that’s 
harder, I’m a little bit more nuance. 
I think we already are increasing 
density with rules like SB9 and 
ADU laws that have passed in the 
last few years. That’s enough for 
now because we’re already plan-
ning to build, without increasing 
density there, over 5 or 6 thousand 
new homes over the next eight 
years and that’s going to be hugely 
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Sun Staff Reports 
One of the two men arrested 

in connection with the murder of 
Alameda resident Donald Stanifer 
was freed from jail last month 
after an Alameda County Superior 
Court judge reduced his murder 
charge. 

According to a Mercury News 
report, Marquise Johnson-Simon, 
23, of Oakland, had his murder 
charge reduced to accessory 
after the fact by Alameda County 
Superior Court Judge Thomas 
Reardon at an Aug. 12 hearing. 
Another judge, Morris Jacobson, 
subsequently approved Johnson-
Simon’s release from Santa Rita 
Jail in Dublin with electronic mon-
itoring at a Sept. 7 hearing. 

Johnson-Simon was originally 
one of two men charged for the 
fatal stabbing of Stanifer after a 
party on July 5, 2020 (“Missing 
Alamedan Found Dead,” July 

16). He, along with his co-
defendant Elijah Jordan-Brooks, 
22, of Pittsburg, were arrested 
in May 2021 (“Murder Suspects 
Captured,” May 19, 2021).  

After a year-long delay, Alameda 
County Judge Mark McCannon 
ruled in June of this year there 
was enough evidence to charge 
the two men for murder. According 
to reports, Jordan-Brooks and 
Johnson-Simon were linked to 
the homicide through GPS signals 
on their phone placing them in 
the area where Stanifer’s body 
was found, as well as nearby sur-
veillance video. Also, DNA under 
Stanifer’s shirt was linked to 
Johnson-Simon. 

However, at the Aug. 12 hear-
ing, Johnson-Simon’s attorney 
successfully argued that the DNA 
under Stanifer’s shirt only proves 
he was at the scene of the crime 
but was not enough evidence to 

prove he was involved in the actual 
killing.  

Prosecutors were able to obtain 
a video from Jordan-Brooks’ cell 
phone that showed Stanifer’s 
lifeless and bloody body. Jordan-
Brooks showed a friend the video, 
who then informed police while 
being interrogated. 

Stanifer’s body was discov-
ered at Huckleberry Botanical 
Regional Preserve in Oakland 
on July 12, 2020. It was found 
two weeks after he was reported 
missing. Police believe robbery 
was the motive of the killing. 
Police also stated that Stanifer 
was an acquaintance of both 
Johnson-Simon and Jordan-
Brooks.  

Jordan-Brooks remains in 
Santa Rita Jail on no bond, accord-
ing to the Alameda County Inmate 
Locator database. His next hearing 
is scheduled for Nov. 1.

One of Two Suspects in Alameda 
Man’s Killing Freed

Sun Staf Reports
How do I vote by mail?
California mails a ballot to 

every registered voter a few weeks 
before the election. Keep an eye on 
the mailbox, and be sure to mail it 
back or drop it in a drop-box before 
Election Day, Nov. 8!

• Fill out your ballot
• After you have voted, insert 

your ballot in the envelope pro-
vided, making sure you complete 
all required information on the 
envelope.

• You may return your voted 
ballot by mail, in person, or to a 
drop box

• If you are returning your bal-
lot by mail, it must be postmarked 
on or before Election Day and 
received by your county elections 

office no later than 7 days after 
Election Day.

• If you are returning your bal-
lot in person or dropping it in a 
drop box, it must be delivered no 
later than the close of polls at 8:00 
p.m. on Election Day.

• Anyone may return your bal-
lot for you, as long as they do not 
get paid on a per ballot basis. In 
order for your ballot to be counted, 
you must fill out the authorization 
section found on the outside of 
your ballot envelope. 

The Island City has three offi-
cial drop boxes.

• Alameda City Hall
2263 Santa Clara Ave
• College of Alameda
555 Ralph Appazato Memorial 

Pkwy.

• Bay Farm Island Libray/Park
3221 Mecartney Rd.

pleasantonweekly.com

Alameda County Voting 
Drop Box.


