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One Day on Mars
Photo by Lisa Winner

Last Wednesday wildfires surrounding the Bay Area produced an unprecedented 
amount of smoke over the Bay Area. The combination of the Bay Area’s unique 
relationship with the Pacific Ocean and the huge amount of particulate matter in 

the air produced a sickly orange glow many compared to a futuristic dystopia pro-
duced by climate change. The phenomenon blotted out sunlight causing drivers to 
use their headlights in daytime. The day without sunlight reminded everyone of the 
growing impact of California’s fire season.

A student journalist’s view
Stella Madsen

The discontinuation of the 
Acellus learning program is yet 
another obstacle that the students 
of Alameda Unified School District 
(AUSD) have faced while transition-
ing back into the school year. At the 
moment, students and teachers are 
expecting that online learning will be 
in place for the rest of this semester. 
Epidemiologists predict students in 
California may not be able to fully 
return to school campuses until late 
2021. 

Most students are eager to return 
to in-person school once it is safe, 
but there are some students that 
plan to learn from their homes all 
year, even when the county decides 
it is safe for students to return. 

These students are learn-
ing through the Remote Learning 
Program. They are not enrolled 
in any classes at their respective 
schools. Instead, they took classes 
through Acellus, an online learn-
ing program that has been used by 
AUSD students for years to recover 
credits for graduation.

There were no complaints about 
the Acellus system until a school 
district just outside of San Diego 
noticed issues involving racist, 
violent and sexual content. AUSD 
received complaints about Acellus 
just a few days after the school year 
started, and the program was dis-
continued within the district on Aug. 
31, after “much deliberation and 
discussion,” according to a press 
release from AUSD Superintendent 
Pasquale Scuderi. 

Districtwide, about 1,000 stu-
dents in AUSD were scheduled to 
use Acellus this fall. 

 The coordinators of the remote 
learning program have been “a bit 
unorganized, but it’s understand-
able due to the constantly chang-
ing conditions like integrating third 
party systems and having to orga-
nize students from AHS and EHS,” 
said Marc Pingul, a senior at Encinal 
High School (EHS). “In my opinion, 
it’s much more enjoyable than live 
classes because it allows students to 
always have access to their teacher 
if they have problems and learn at 
their own pace; its pacing is much 
more friendly in comparison.”

As the district transitioned to a 
new online learning platform, stu-
dents had to wait to receive new 
classes.

“There aren’t any strict deadlines 
yet and the advisory work is easy,” 
said fellow EHS senior Fiona English. 
“But we’re a little behind as our 
classes haven’t started yet.”

The school district has decided 
to use Edmentum as the new Remote 
Learning Program curriculum pro-
vider, but most students have not 
gotten their class schedules until 
this week.  

However, most students feel that 
the district responded appropri-
ately.

“The cancellation of Acellus was 
justified,” said Pingul. “It’s disap-
pointing that outdated ideas are 
being taught at all right now, con-
sidering how much traction move-
ments against it have; you’d think 
that these types of companies would 
be more flexible and inclusive.”

The district was unavailable for 
comment at the time of publication.

Stella Madsen is sophomore jour-
nalist at Encinal High School. 

District Chooses New 
Learning Provider

Ekene Ikeme
At its Sept. 8 meeting the 

Alameda Unified School District 
(AUSD) Board of Trustees voted 
unanimously to use Edmentum as 
its new 2020-2021 Remote Learning 
Program curriculum provider. The 
Board also voted to discontinue 
using Acellus, the district’s curricu-
lum provider at the beginning of the 
school year. 

AUSD will use Edmentum’s Exact 
Path (kindergarten through fifth 
graders) and Courseware (sixth to 
12th graders) programs.

AUSD chief academic officer, 
Sara Stone, said her staff recom-
mended Edmentum to the Board 
because it met AUSD’s education-
al needs by providing Advanced 
Placement, Common Core, Next 
Generation Science Standards and 
University of California A-G require-
ment courses; was affordable and 
easy to use. Stone also said staff 
reviewed Edmentum’s guidelines 
for inspecting its curriculum for ste-
reotypes, tokenism and other types 
of implicit or explicit bias.

“There was a lot more data to 
support that it was more aligned 
with what are needs were,” said 
Stone at the AUSD board meeting. 
“They definitely have an equity 
lens. They’re actually partnering 
with Teaching Tolerance and have 
done a lot of work with their own 
staff at Edmentum to think about 
how they’re choosing curriculum.”

Teaching Tolerance is an educa-
tional program that provides free 
classroom resources that promote 
social justice and anti-bias to edu-
cators.

AUSD canceled its contract with 
Acellus after hearing it was pulled 
from schools in Hawaii due to inap-
propriate learning curriculum that 
promoted racist, sexist and homo-
phobic biases. On Aug. 31, AUSD 
sent an email to parents notifying 
them that AUSD was in the pro-
cess of obtaining a new curriculum 
provider for the Remote Learning 
Program.

“The curriculum that we had 
chosen to use proved to be prob-
lematic, offensive and in many 
cases racist, sexist, and otherwise 
misaligned with our community,” 
said AUSD Superintendent Pasquale 
Scuderi at the board meeting.

In response, AUSD took a larger 
role in vetting the new educational 
provider.

“We need to take this experi-
ence and develop our own local set 
of metrics, rubrics and models in 
how we evaluate curriculum,” said 
Scuderi. 

AUSD created an equity model. 
This model assesses materials 
for its depictions of stereotypes, 
whether it promotes certain racial 
“standards for success,” and who 
the heroes are in the story les-
sons. AUSD also watched for loaded 
words and self-image portrayals.

AUSD chose Edmentum out of 
four potential online educational 
providers. Teachers were intro-
duced to Edmentum on Wednesday, 
Sept. 9, and reviewed the video 
to better understand the program. 
AUSD expects it will take five to 10 
days to set up Edmentum and train 
teachers. Edmentum officials will 
provide personal training to AUSD 
teachers via Zoom. Parents will be 
able to also learn about the new 
curriculum and offer feedback to 
AUSD in the future.

The Remote Learning Program 
was offered to students who wanted 
to take part in online-only school-
ing during the 2020-2021 school 
year. Other students were given 
the opportunity to sign up for the 
Flexible Learning Program, which 

intends to return to in-person 
schooling once approved by county 
health officials.

Edmentum is an online educa-
tional program based in Minnesota, 
with California-based curriculum, 
that began in 1960.   

Irene Dieter
There is decent former Navy 

housing for the homeless near 
the Main Street Ferry Terminal 
just two blocks from Target, but 
the City of Alameda has chosen 
to tear it down. Meanwhile a for-
profit developer has upgraded 
similar units that were built next 
door in the same year and is get-
ting market rate rent for them.

The three- and four-bedroom 
apartments were constructed in 
1969. Their interiors were remod-
eled, and new dual-pane vinyl 
windows installed shortly before 
the Coast Guard families vacat-
ed the Navy-owned site in 2005, 
leaving the units pretty much in 
move-in condition. In 2019 the 
Navy gave the city 13 acres of 
property containing 96 units of 
vacant housing. The sole purpose 
of the land conveyance was to 
provide housing and services for 
the homeless.

The city could have been 
housing homeless people in these 
units for the past decade under a 
special lease arrangement until 
the city took title of the land. The 

Alameda Point Collaborative and 
the Midway Shelter did this at 
Alameda Point while it was still 
owned by the Navy.

Now the city’s Housing 
Authority is in the process of tear-
ing down these remodeled units 
in order to implement a 10-year 
plan to build higher density units 
that could also potentially accom-
modate a private developer’s 
market rate homes.

The rationale for not using 
the existing units is that people 
who require supportive housing 
do not need three or four bed-
rooms. It is hard to understand 
why strapped families would not 
want the added space, but fami-
lies of higher means demand it. 

Debbie Potter, Director 
of Base Reuse & Community 
Development, also said it would 
be expensive to re-meter the units 
for utilities — a logic that was 
not an obstacle for the for-profit 
developer next door.

The city has long paid lip ser-
vice to housing the homeless, but 
its primary goal is to add a large 
quantity of housing, mostly at 

Richard Bangert

Alameda 
Housing 
Authority’s 
six-unit 
townhouse 
apartment 
buildings, on 
the left and 
top center of 
photo, are in 
the process 
of demoli-
tion at a cost 
of approxi-
mately $2.5 
million. Exact 
same units on 
the right were 
rehabbed 
and are now 
being rented 
for $4,205 to 
$4,265.  

City Demolishing Housing at Landing
Units could have housed homeless I on Alameda

market rate around the city, to 
meet arbitrary regional housing 
quotas. The push is not to house 
the needy.

The soon-to-be-demolished 
units could have housed home-
less people now while we plan 
for other units. Meanwhile, a mile 
away, city officials have provided 
a portable toilet for the homeless 
living in tents and cars by the 
side of the road, and four FEMA 
trailers have been provided for 
the homeless at Alameda Point. 

Something is wrong when 
we decide to provide Band-Aid 
approaches while a larger rem-
edy is sitting on our doorstep. 
Rather than re-use the units like 
the developer next door did, and 
like the Navy thought we would, 
our demolition waste will end up 
in a landfill. And many homeless 
individuals who could otherwise 
be housed immediately will be 
left to fend for themselves on the 
side of the road. 

Irene Dieter posts news, views 
and photos about Alameda on her 
blog IonAlameda.com

City Looks to the Future
Dennis Evanosky

The City of Alameda is 
doing something for the first 
time in 30 years: updating its 
General Plan. Once assembled 
and approved, the new plan 
will take the city forward into 
the year 2040. According to the 
city, the plan “is a statement of 
community goals, objectives, 
policies and actions to guide 
the island community in the 
challenges facing us today and 
in the future.”

In August, city staff worked 

with a consultant to complete 
a draft General Plan 2040 for 
public review and comment. 
The city then sent postcards 
to all Alameda residents and 
businesses to encourage them 
to participate in the General 
Plan update process.

From now through 
December, the Planning Board 
and staff will take public com-
ment on this first draft. The 
city launched a new website, 
www.alameda2040.org, to help 
residents better understand 

and shape its General Plan and 
guide elements. 

These elements include 
neighborhood design, climate 
action, managed growth, trans-
portation and mobility, public 
safety, environmental protec-
tion, equity and preservation 
of the characteristics that 
make Alameda unique.

“Life in 2020 is not what 
any of us expected, but as 
we all work through tremen-
dous uncertainty, we have the 
opportunity to help shape the 

future,” said Andrew Thomas, 
Director of the Planning, 
Building, and Transportation 
Department. 

To view the draft 2040 
General Plan, visit www.alam-
eda2040.org. Residents can 
participate in a survey, join the 
mailing list and ask questions 
on the site.

On Sept. 14, the city hosted 
its first of four Zoom meetings 
about the plan. The next meet-
ing is scheduled for 7 p.m., 
Monday, Oct. 12. 


