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Sun Staff Reports
The Fireside Lounge, the Hunter 

Public House and Calafia Taqueria 
have teamed up with the West 
Alameda Business Association 
and the West End Arts and 
Entertainment District to create 
the Al Fresco Dining Park at Wester 
Street and Taylor Avenue.  They 
presented their first live show last 
Friday. The evening also celebrated 
Edwina Maye’s birthday, shown 

here on the far left. Maye started 
Superhero Desserts on Webster 
with fellow musician Mike Phillips. 
They give back to the community 
by using money they make from 
sales at their shop for homeless 
outreach. 

Maye’s son Zack Bateman, 
shown here at the microphone, 
wants young artists to know that 
there is space for musicians from 
all walks of life. “Sandy Russell and 

her staff at Fireside Lounge have 
been hard at work to not only keep 
their business open but to do what 
they can to help provide live enter-
tainment to the community,” said 
Bateman, whose group contributes 
proceeds from their album to Black 
Lives Matter-related charities. 

The dining park is open from 
4 to 8 p.m., Thursday and Friday 
and from 2 to 8 p.m., Saturday and 
Sunday. 

Al Fresco Dining Open on Webster

Chelsea Rose

Thanks to West End merchants, local bands have a new venue on Webster Street 
where they can perform every weekend.

Navy Scours Property at Building 5

Concerns for Measure Z

Donate to 
Alameda Strong

Beachgoers Flout  
COVID-19 Protocols

Richard Bangert
Cleaning up petroleum contami-

nation in soil and groundwater is 
pretty straightforward and usu-
ally accomplished by one or more 
tried-and-proven methods that rely 
on inserting PVC pipe into the con-
tamination zone for treatment. But 
multiple efforts outside the sprawl-
ing Building 5 hangar complex on 
West Tower Avenue at Alameda 
Point failed to reduce contamina-
tion to regulatory goals. In August 
2020, after almost two decades of 
investigation and treatment efforts, 
the Navy resorted to a rarely used 
option of digging up all the soil 
down to the water table and haul-
ing most of it away. 

Building 5 once housed the 
Naval Air Rework Facility, a han-
gar where thousands of civilians 
worked refurbishing and overhaul-
ing planes. Before moving an air-
plane into Building 5, the Navy de-
fueled the craft, flushed out its fuel 
lines and cleaned various compo-
nents with products akin to paint 
thinner. This preparatory work was 
the source of the contamination in 
the soil and groundwater near the 
big hangar doors.

In 2011, after a decade of drill-
ing investigative wells and trying to 

plot out the extent of the contami-
nation, the Navy proceeded with a 
two-phase cleanup plan that they 
assumed would lead to success-
ful cleanup. The first phase of the 
plan involved pumping air into the 
contamination zone and simultane-
ously vacuuming out the petroleum 
hydrocarbon vapors into a tanker 
truck. 

A total of 63 injection, extrac-
tion, and monitoring wells were 
created. The vapor extraction 
event accomplished its goal, which 
was to reduce petroleum concen-
trations to the point at which a 
neutralizing chemical could finish 
the active remediation effort. 

During the second phase the fol-
lowing year, the neutralizing chemi-
cal compound designed to break 
up the remaining petroleum prod-
uct was injected. The compound is 
called an oxidizer because it turns 
petroleum products into carbon 
dioxide and water. The active ingre-
dients were sodium persulfate and 
hydrogen peroxide. 

Water testing via monitoring 
wells immediately after the injec-
tions showed that the chemical 
treatment achieved its goal. But 
follow-up monitoring showed the 
petroleum concentrations were 

starting to go back up. The only 
explanation for the numbers going 
up is that they did not treat a large 
enough area and that nearby petro-
leum was migrating.

This data led to a new round 
of investigative monitoring. More 
monitoring wells were drilled, and 
testing conducted between June 
2016 and March 2018 in order to 
better delineate how wide the 
petroleum contamination was. 
But rather than perform more in-
ground treatments, the Navy opted 
instead to take the extraordinary 
step of digging up the entire area 
in August. 

Twenty percent of the soil was 
clean enough to use for refilling the 
pits. The other 80 percent had low 
enough concentrations of petro-
leum residue that it qualified as 
non-hazardous waste. Some 222 
truckloads of soil were hauled to 
two non-hazardous disposal sites 
in Solano County. One of the facili-
ties, the Potrero Hills Landfill, gen-
erates forty percent of the electric-
ity for Suisun City from biogas at 
the facility. 

The pits have been backfilled 
with clean soil and repaved. The 
Navy will perform semiannual mon-

Richard Bangert

Navy removed petroleum contamination near Building 5 on West Tower Avenue in 
rare cleanup action that involved digging up all the soil down to the water table and 
hauling most of  the contaminated dirt away.
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Sun Staff Reports
Scorching weather attracted people to Crown Beach over 

the Labor Day weekend. Most beachgoers ignored Alameda 
County’s face-covering and social-distancing mandates. Crown 
Beach falls under the jurisdiction of the East Bay Regional Park 
District, which has closed the Mackay Avenue parking lot and 
the Crab Cove Visitors Center. The district states on its website 
that it is “educating visitors to please keep the 6-foot distance 
(and) wear face masks.” 

On Sept. 2, the City Council voted to allow issuing citations 
to people not wearing face coverings and failing to follow 6-foot 
social distancing protocols. A first infraction would cost $250, 
increasing to $500 for a second and to $1,000 for a third infrac-
tion. On Tuesday, Sept. 8, Alameda County reported that 357 
Alameda residents had tested positive for COVID-19.

Hans Siebert

Hundreds of people crowded Crown Beach over the 
Labor Day weekend despite COVID-19 warnings about 
social distancing and wearing face coverings when out-
side places they reside. 

Sun Staff Reports
At its May 19 meeting the City 

Council approved $600,000 for 
grants to small businesses who 
were severely impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. But so many 
more local businesses, nonprofit 
organizations, and residential rent-
ers still need help. Donate to the 
“Alameda Strong” community fund 
today to help fund emergency relief 
grants.

The city hopes to raise more 
than $1 million for grants that 
will help the city’s small busi-
nesses reopen and recover, as 
well as to help non-profit orga-
nizations and residential ten-
ants adversely impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Small busi-
nesses and non-profit organiza-
tions can use the funds to pay 
for operating, payroll and other 
expenses.

The maximum grant for small 
businesses and non-profit orga-
nizations is $7,500. Donations in 

support of residential tenants will 
be used to pay one month’s rent 
directly to the tenant’s landlord. 
The maximum grant is $3,500.

Donations can be made online 
by clicking on the “Donate” but-
ton at alamedastrong.org. Donors 
can also make a check payable to: 
“Alameda Strong Fund” and mail it 
to East Bay Community Foundation; 
Attn: Alameda Strong Fund; 200 
Frank Ogawa Plaza; Oakland CA 
94612.

The city is also soliciting cor-
porate donations through sponsor-
ships that will ensure the ability to 
offer impactful grants to small busi-
nesses including sole proprietors 
in the City of Alameda.

Donations will be 100 percent 
restricted to pandemic relief for 
nonprofit arts and other organiza-
tions, small businesses, and resi-
dential tenants, and will not be 
commingled or used in any way by 
the Alameda General Fund.

Donations are tax deductible.

Ekene Ikeme
One of the most contentious 

debates for Alamedans in the 
November election is whether to 
repeal Article 26 of the Alameda City 
Charter. 

Measure Z is the initiative that 
would repeal Article 26 if approved 
by Alameda voters. Article 26, also 
known as Measure A, prohibits mul-
tiple dwelling units and caps the den-
sity for residential development to 
one housing unit per 2,000 square feet 
of land — there are several exemp-
tions to these rules. 

Measure A has created friction 
amongst residents and public officials 
since its inception in 1973. This fric-
tion has only amplified as the election 
draws near. 

People in favor of repealing Article 
26 say it is discriminatory, contributes 
to the lack of rental housing stock and 
causes high rents in the city. 

“We found that Article 26 contin-
ues a legacy of exclusionary zoning 
that discriminates against families 
based upon income,” said City of 
Alameda planning director Andrew 
Thomas at the July 7 City Council 
meeting. Thomas also said Article 
26 has had a negative effect on the 
potential to create new affordable 
housing units in Alameda. At the 
meeting Thomas said developers 
have refused build housing projects 
in Alameda due to restraints caused 
by Measure A.

However, those in favor of Article 
26 say it is needed to suppress over-
zealous developers. 

“I see Article 26 as a firewall,” 
said Joyce Boyd, a 19-year Alameda 
resident. “It stops unlimited building 
of luxury apartments. If there are no 
limits, there will be developers build-
ing luxury condos. Look at the hous-
ing they’re building. It’s not affordable 
housing.”

Boyd, a member of the Alameda 
Architectural Preservation Society, 
also expressed a lack of trust in the 
Council. 

Boyd fears a repeal of Article 26 
can lead to a tear down of Victorians 
in her neighborhood, which was one 
reason voters approved the initial 
Measure A. Even though the city 
does have the Alameda Historical 
Preservation Ordinance that estab-
lishes processes, which requires pub-
lic review before historic buildings 
are changed, some feel this is not 

enough of a protection against devel-
opers. 

“It’s an ordinance that can be 
repealed by the Council,” said Paul 
Foreman, a 30-year Alameda resident.

Foreman, a member of the 
Alameda Citizen’s Task Force, said 
repealing Article 26 will only make 
Alamedans more exposed to devel-
opers.

“Repealing Article 26 does not do 
anything except give Council discre-
tion to raise density. Alameda is a 
prime target for developers. We are 
between two job rich towns (Oakland 
and San Francisco).” 

Alameda resident and chair of the 
Preservation Action Committee Chris 
Buckley said he agrees with repealing 
Sec. 1 of Article 26, which states there 
shall be no multiple dwelling units 
built in the City of Alameda. However, 
he does not want to repeal Sec. 3, 
which caps residential development 
to one housing unit per 2,000 square 
feet. Instead, Buckley suggested mod-
ifying Sec. 3. 

Buckley sent a letter to Thomas 
proposed the city exclude rais-
ing density limits in certain parts 
of Alameda. “Residential density 
increases above the current 2,000 
sq. ft. of lot area per residential unit 
and other intensity increases shall 
not occur in R-1 through R-6 Zones, 
portions of the North Park Street 
area, and the C-1 Zone; also the 
historic portions of the Park and 
Webster Street Business Districts; 
and properties that are on the City 
of Alameda Historical Monument or 
Historic Building Study Lists” the 
letter stated.

However, Vice Mayor John Knox 
White disagreed. “I always was in 
favor of a full repeal,” said Knox 
White. “I felt a partial repeal would be 
disingenuous.”

The Council initially voted 
to repeal just Sec. 1 at its June 2 
Council meeting. Foreman said 
Councilmember Jim Oddie was on 
the fence about a full repeal after 
speaking to him before the June vote. 
However, Oddie was adamant about 
a full repeal at the July 7 Council 
meeting. 

Knox White and Mayor Marilyn 
Ashcraft are the co-chairs of the 
“Yes on Measure Z campaign, while 
Councilmember Tony Daysog is chair-
ing the No on Measure Z campaign. 

Part two continues next week.

Donate at www.alamedastrong.org


