
Alameda Fire Department

AFD personnel were alerted to an early Sunday morning fire on Robert Louis 
Stevenson Avenue.

Alameda Fire Department via a local neighbor

AFD personnel were alerted to an early Sunday morn-
ing fire on Robert Louis Stevenson Avenue. 

Alameda Fire Department

This graph shows the drop in transports to emergency 
departments for people in need of mental health atten-
tion since the implementation of the Alameda CARE 
Team program.
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Date Rise Set
Today 6:33 19:50
Month 26 6:34 19:48
Month 27 6:35 19:47
Month 28 6:35 19:46
Month 29 6:36 19:44
Month 30 6:37 19:43
Month 31 6:38 19:41
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Alameda Education Foundation 
thanks volunteers.
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Sun Staff Reports 
Alameda firefighters responded 

to a house fire early Sunday morn-
ing on the 300 block of Robert 
Louis Stevenson Avenue near 
Bayport Park and Ruby Bridges 
Elementary School. 

Crews arrived around 2 
a.m., according to Alameda Fire 
Department (AFD) reports. AFD 
personnel found smoke and fire 
escaping from a two-story, single-
family dwelling. The fire was con-
tained to just the origin home. 

A video from the scene shows a 
firefighter entering a second-story 
window to put out the flames.  

Twenty-five firefighters 
responded to the scene and 
brought the fire under control in 
just under 40 minutes, according 
to AFD. No injuries or fatalities 
were reported. 

AFD investigators and Alameda 
police officers responded to the 
scene to determine cause and ori-
gin. Oakland firefighters provided 
cover for AFD during the incident.

Firefighters Extinguish Early 
Morning Blaze

Ekene Ikeme 
The City of Alameda posted 

three different requests for pro-
posals (RFP) in search of part-
ners for their Guaranteed Basic 
Income (GBI) Pilot Program. The 
city is soliciting an implementa-
tion partner, a financial partner 
and a research partner for the pilot 
program. 

According to the implementa-
tion partner RFP, the implementa-
tion partner will be tasked with 
finalizing the program design, cre-
ating an advisory board, recruiting 
program participants and organiz-
ing and facilitating the application 
and selection process. The RFP 
states the implementing partner 
should have previous experience 
working with low-income house-
holds in Alameda. Also, the orga-
nization must show a capacity to 
provide a range of implementation 
services related to the pilot pro-
gram, including but not limited to 
outreach and recruitment, appli-
cant intake and determining eli-
gibility, communications, media, 
and stakeholder management. 

Also, the implementation partner 
will provide benefits counseling to 
program participants at the begin-
ning and end of the program.

The financial partner will con-
duct payment facilitation of the 
GBI funds over the 24-month dura-
tion of the program. The finan-
cial partner will define payment 
mechanisms, provide enrollment/
payment options for undocument-
ed participants, provide training 
to city staff and the implementing 
partner on enrollment process and 
financial product.

The research partner will, 
among other things, work with the 
other partners to develop an online 
application and enrollment pro-
cess, develop additional research 
questions and analysis that mea-
sures the potential effects of the 
program on participant’s mental 
health, public health and over-
all well-being, and create a final 
report based on the data received.  

The research partner will have 
established social science research 
experience working with low-
income households. A research 

component of the program is 
important to secure benefits waiv-
ers so that program participants do 
not risk losing benefits from other 
assistance programs, according to 
the RFP. The city is working with 
the advocacy and research orga-
nization Mayors for a Guaranteed 
Income (MGI) as a consultant on 
this project.

Prospective partners are 
required to submit their pro-
posal applications by 4 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Sept. 7. The city will 
conduct interviews with the appli-
cants the week of Sept. 19 and the 
three partners will be selected the 
week of Sept. 26.

Each proposal will be judged 
based on the organization’s pro-
posed work plan, its experience, 
its timeline and budget proposal, 
and its ability to meet the city’s 
contract requirements. Each pro-
posal will be judged on a 100-point 
scale.

On May 17, 2022, the Alameda 
City Council directed staff to devel-
op a GBI program focusing on 

City Seeks Partners for Guaranteed 
Basic Income Pilot Program

PARTNERS: Page 8

Sun Staff Reports
An academic journal praised 

the City of Alameda’s Community 
Assessment Response & 
Engagement (CARE) Team for its 
reduction in EMS transports to 
emergency departments. 

The Journal for Emergency 
Medical Services published a 
report titled, “City of Alameda 
(CA) Behavioral Paramedic 
Program Dramatically Reduces 
EMS Transports,” on Aug. 18. 
Author Tim Hong, MD, compared 
data from two parallel months in 
two consecutive years before and 
after the CARE Team program was 
implemented (data was provided 
by Alameda Fire Department). 
There were 56 EMS transports 
from Dec. 15, 2020, to Feb. 16, 
2021, and 92 transports from Dec. 
15, 2021, to Feb. 16 of this year. 
After the CARE Team program 
implementation, the number of 
transports to an emergency depart-
ment dropped to less than one-
fourth of pre-program levels, and 
transports to psychiatric facilities 
dropped by more than half. 

“Although early on in imple-
mentation, the initial outcomes 
appear promising for alternative 
response and navigation options 
for people experiencing behav-
ioral health emergencies that 
would be safer than an emergency 
department or jail,” wrote Hong. 
“Additionally, local emergency 
departments experiencing a lower 

burden of transported behavioral 
health patients can free up pre-
cious resources to meet other 
departmental demands.” 

Most EMS responses (of which 
ACT comprises a large part) became 
non-transports, and drop-offs to 
alternative destinations increased. 
There were no major adverse patient 
outcomes identified during this 
period, according to Hong. 

The CARE Team operates 24 
hours per day, seven days per 
week. Each response unit consists 
of an EMT and behavioral para-
medic. 

The Alameda Fire Department 
(AFD) gave a six-month CARE 
Team update to the City Council on 
July 22. The CARE Team began on 
Dec. 16, 2021. In the time period 
ending on June 16, the CARE Team 
received 529 calls for service and 
the team responded to 376 of those 
calls. Of those 376 responses, the 
CARE team engaged with clients on 
290 occasions. Of the 290 engage-
ments, the client was referred to 
case workers from Alameda Family 
Services 204 times. 

In the presentation, AFD pro-
vided details on future plans for 
the CARE Team. AFD wants to 
train additional AFD members, 
track state funding requests, 
evaluate dispatch protocols/meth-
ods and monitor the 988 hotline’s 
influence on the program, monitor 
and address the mental health of 

Academic Report Praises Fire 
Department’s CARE Team
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Sun Staff Reports
The city’s annual street repair 

and resurfacing project will begin 
in late August and is estimated 
to be complete by late November. 
Construction work hours are Monday 
through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Repairs will take place in several 
phases: curb and gutter removed and 
replaced, ADA-accessible curb ramps 
constructed, areas with poor pave-
ment patched with slurry seal and 
cracks filled, street pavement, and 
pavement markings and traffic strip-
ing replaced

During construction, motorists 
will experience minor disruptions 
in traffic, temporary loss of parking 
spaces, restricted street access, and 
increased noise and dust levels. The 
city will maintain bus stop access 
throughout the project. 

The following areas have been 
identified for hot mix asphalt overlay 
work: Animal Shelter Parking Lot, 
Maintenance Service Center Parking 
Lot, Concordia Street (Lincoln 
Avenue to Buena Vista Avenue), 
Hawthorne Street (South End to San 
Antonio Avenue), Mariner Sq. Drive 
(Constitution Way to Marina Village 
Parkway), Ninth Street (Haight 
Avenue to Buena Vista Avenue), 
Pacific Avenue (Webster Street to 

Constitution Way), Pacific Avenue 
(Benton Street to Grand Street), and 
Santa Clara Avenue (Pacific Avenue 
to Third Street).

The following streets have been 
identified for slurry seal: Encinal 
Boat Launch Parking Lot, Fifth Street 
(Central Avenue to Buena Vista 
Avenue), Haight Avenue (Pacific 
Avenue to Webster Street), Pacific 
Avenue (Fifth Street to Sixth Street), 
Pacific Avenue (Constitution Way 
to Sherman Street), Page Street 
(Central Avenue to Santa Clara 
Avenue), Palace Court (West End 
to Sixth Street), and Wood Street 
(Lincoln Avenue to Pacific Avenue).

For streets that require an over-
lay, the contractor will try to maintain 
one lane of traffic in each direction of 
travel. However, site conditions may 
require that only one lane is available 
for both directions of travel. In these 
cases, flag persons will control traf-
fic and delays may occur. On-street 
parking may be removed for up to 
one week during construction hours.

Contact Trung Nguyen at 510-
747-7900 with any questions. The 
project is primarily funded by 
Alameda County Measure’s B and 
BB Local Streets and Roads, Vehicle 
Registration Fund, and the Road 
Repair and Accountability Act of 
2017.

Annual Street Repair & 
Resurfacing Project Commences

Sun Staff Reports
The 2022 high school fall sports season will get underway this week.
The Alameda High School (AHS) football team will begin the 

season with a home contest against Richmond High School. The 
Encinal High School (EHS) team will face De Anza High of El 
Sobrante on the road in the opener on Friday. Read more about 
the football season on Page 10.

Women’s Volleyball
The Alameda High women’s volleyball team began their sea-

son against Albany High School on Thursday, August 25. Last year 
the team went 20-9 and finished second in the West Alameda 
County Foothill League. Encinal began their season against El 
Cerrito High on Thursday at home. Last year the Jets went 17-10 
overall and won the WACC Shoreline League with a perfect 10-0 
record. The St. Joseph Notre Dame (SJND) Pilots will begin their 
season Last year the team went 15-7 overall and finished first 
12-1 in the Bay Counties East League.

Other fall sports getting under way are men’s and women’s 
water polo, cross country, women’s tennis and women’s golf.

Alameda High Football Instagram

The Alameda High football team hold a practice 
before the season begins on Friday, Aug. 26.

Fall Sports are Underway


