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Park District Seeking Input  
on Crab Cove Development

Irene Dieter
The East Bay Regional Park 

District is gathering commu-
nity input about how to further 
develop its park at Crab Cove on 
Crown Beach. The park district 
acquired an extra four acres 
there in 2016.

The park district has grouped 
possible uses into three design 
concepts: recreational destina-
tion, open space retreat, and 
educational bayfront. 

The recreational destina-
tion approach is geared toward 
active uses on the site. The open 
space retreat approach would 
include dense vegetation with a 
winding path for passive explo-
ration. 

The educational bayfront 
concept allows the public to 
learn how sea level inundation 
of the park would affect habitat 
over time. The main purpose of 
the outreach is to find out which 
features, regardless of the con-
cept, the community desires.

Improvements that would 
expand opportunities to use the 
park would begin soonest under 
the recreational destination con-
cept. It calls for widening the 
beach and raising the Bay Trail 
on a levy along the shoreline to 
protect the park from sea level 
rise.

The other two concepts 
would allow the existing giant 
meadow where Concerts at 
the Cove are held to become 
a tidal marsh. Under those 
designs, the recreational space 
would be shifted to the newly 
acquired land, with virtually no 
net increase (or even less) in 
recreational space. 

One of the sea level rise inun-
dation designs has the Bay Trail 
being rerouted inland, which 
means the trail would be moved 
to Central Avenue. 

Under all the design scenari-
os, multiple meadows would be 
created on the newly acquired 
land, and the maintenance yard 
will be separated from every-
thing else and moved away 
from the shoreline where it is 
currently located. The end of 
McKay Avenue, which is the 
street leading to Crab Cove, 
would be redesigned to provide 
additional parking to accommo-
date demand at this regional 
destination, including buses for 
school children.

A round-about parking lot 
in the recreational destination 
concept looks like the best 
parking expansion option, since 
it would allow easy access to 
the Glory of the Seas build-
ing. This two-story building, 
currently used for park main-
tenance, could be repurposed 
as a venue for community meet-
ings and events.

Expanded beach, raised Bay 
Trail on a levy, multiple gath-
ering/picnic recreation sites, 
meandering trails, new trees 
and native vegetation, and a 
shoreline community meeting 
and events center in the his-
toric Glory of the Seas building 
are all great design features. 

I urge all those who cur-
rently enjoy Crab Cove to add 
their voices to the planning 

The main pur-
pose of the out-
reach is to find 
out which fea-
tures, regardless 
of the concept, 
the community 
desires.
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Stella Madsen 
After two years of construction, 

the renovation of Encinal Junior/
Senior High School’s campus is 
complete. Last Friday, Aug. 6, stu-
dents, staff, alumni, and commu-
nity members gathered for a ribbon 
cutting ceremony in front of the 
school’s new courtyard.

Speakers at the event 
included Encinal’s Principal 
Doreen Bracamontes, Mayor 
Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft, Board 
of Education President Mia 
Bonta, Alameda Unified School 
District Superintendent Pasqual 
Scuderi, Encinal’s Student Board 
Representative Brian Lin and the 
lead architect for the school’s 
new-and-improved campus Mark 
Quattrocchi. Speeches were 
accompanied by live music by 
band director Antonio Gennaro and 
senior Kash Mejia. The ceremony 
also included student-led tours of 
Encinal’s campus.

“I wanted to come out and help 
my school because I’ve always 
been here at Encinal,” said senior 

Mark Brueckman

The city celebrated the reopening of Encinal Jr. & Sr. High School with a ribbon 
cutting last Friday. Student Board Member Brian Lin does the honors as other 
dignitaries look on.

Encinal Jr. & Sr. High 
Celebrates New Campus

Isaiah Coss. “I feel like I know where 
everything is and I wanted to share 
my knowledge with other people.”

Not every student feels well 
acquainted with the layout of the 
school. The construction went on 
for almost a year before the COVID-
19 pandemic and continued until 
early 2021, meaning many students 
never set foot on campus or haven’t 
done so in more than 16 months.

“I feel like I’ll need a tour to 
refresh because I was really only 
there for seven months in my fresh-
man year, and we have a big new 
building,” said one Encinal junior. 
“Plus, I won’t be able to help any 
incoming freshman or sophomores 
find classes in the new buildings.” 

The new campus includes: a new 
classroom building overlooking the 
Bay, fully modernized 200, 300, and 
science buildings, new landscap-
ing and student gathering areas in 
the front of the campus, outdoor 
basketball courts and upgraded fire 
alarms, PA systems, phones, clocks, 
classroom technology and campus 
power systems.

Along with the Encinal staff 
and those working directly on the 
operation, it was the entire com-
munity that was able to make the 
new campus possible.

“This modernization proj-
ect embodies the very best of 
Alameda,” said Mayor Marilyn Ezzy 
Ashcraft. “In 2014, our community 
pulled together to pass Measure 
I … and Measure I was there to 
support projects like this that ben-
efit our schools, our families, our 
students — so thank you, Alameda 
voters.” 

Encinal’s renovation and new 
construction demonstrates what a 
community can do when it comes 
together for the betterment of the 
island. 

Students and teachers are 
ecstatic to arrive at a state-of-
the-art campus, able to view and 
experience firsthand the result of a 
whole town’s hard work. 

Stella Madsen is a student jour-
nalist and junior at Encinal High 
School.

East End Tour Next Saturday Join Alameda Sun publisher and 
historian Dennis Evanosky to 
learn the history of our city’s 

East End. Dennis will talk about 
the Native American presence, 
Thompson’s Artesian Waterworks 
(and how it created today’s 
Christmas Tree Lane) and A. A. 
Cohen’s estate (with his mansion, 
pictured on the left). He willl also 
introduce you to Cohen’s son and 
photographer Edgar and detail how 
the East End developed in the early 
20th century. The tour will begin at 
9 a.m., Saturday, Aug.14. Meet at 
Versailles and Lincoln avenues. 

Gene Kahane
A new theater group has formed 

in Alameda — The Food Bank 
Players — and their first project is 
A. R.Gurney’s dog comedy, Sylvia. 
Performances will take place at 4 
p.m., Saturdays and Sundays Sept. 4, 
5, 11 and 12, in The Healing Garden 
on Webster Street at Taylor Avenue. 

Working with the West End Arts 
District, Sylvia will be a fundraiser 
play benefitting The Alameda Food 
Bank. Admission is free but dona-
tions will be solicited to support 
the work of the food bank to help 
those in need. Local musicians will 
perform prior to each show, from 3 

Courtesy photo

Come out next month and enjoy the play Sylvia at the 
West End’s Healing Garden. Ticket proceeds will ben-
efit Alameda Food Bank.

Play Raises Funds for 
Alameda Food Bank

to 3:45 p.m. Eating and drinking is 
permitted in The Healing Garden. 
Register for tickets at: https://sylvi-
afoodbankplayers.eventbrite.com.

Sylvia is the story of Greg, a man 
going through mid-life questioning, 
who finds and brings home a dog 
who becomes the other woman in 
his marriage to Kate. As Greg and 
Sylvia grow closer, from late night 
walks to adventures at the dog 
park, Greg begins to see the world 
and his life in a new way. 

Sylvia is charming, thoughtful, 
feisty and funny. To learn more, 
contact Gene Kahane at genekah-
ane@gmail.com.

Sun Staff Reports
During the COVID-19 pandemic, 

the city blocked 4.7 miles of “Slow 
Streets” to through automobile 
traffic. This has facilitated physical 
distancing and provided space for 
physical activity. To help the city 
decide what’s next for the Slow 
Streets program, the city invites the 
public to provide feedback at four 
virtual open houses this month and 
to take an online survey, available 
through Sunday, Aug. 29.

The survey, event details, 
and more information about the 
program are posted at www.
SlowStreetsAlameda.org. The 
city has scheduled the four Slow 
Streets virtual open houses for: 
today, Thursday, Aug. 12, noon to 1 
p.m. and 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.; Tuesday, 
Aug. 17, 6 to 7 p.m. and Monday, 

Aug. 30, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Beginning April 2020, the city 

designed and implemented many 
efforts to support the safety and 
health of our community through-
out the pandemic. The Slow 
Streets program implemented soft 
closures of select Alameda streets 
by placing barricades along the 
streets to limit through automo-
bile traffic.

This created more places for 
the community to safely walk, run, 
bike, scooter, roll and gather. From 
April to June 2020, the city imple-
mented Slow Streets on segments 
of five streets: Pacific Avenue from 
Ninth to Oak; San Jose Avenue 
from Morton to Oak; Morton Street 
from San Jose to San Antonio; 
Santa Clara Avenue from Pacific to 
Sixth and Versailles Avenue from 

Fernside to Otis. This June, the city 
added a sixth Slow Street on Orion 
Street from West Midway to Pearl 
Harbor.

The City Council approved the 
Slow Streets program through the 
end of October 2021. City staff 
are now comprehensively evalu-
ating the impacts these changes 
have had and developing rec-
ommendations for what comes 
next. The city’s Transportation 
Commission will hear staff’s rec-
ommendations and make their 
recommendation to the City 
Council at their Sept. 22 meeting. 
The City Council will consider 
the item in October.

Next steps for the Commercial 
Streets program: After conducting a 

City Requests Community Input 
on Its Slow Streets Program
Also sets out next steps for the commercial streets
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