Alameda Sun
The Official Newspaper of the City of Alameda

HAPPY
HAPPY

NATIONAL PERSONAL
CHEF’S DAY

Vol. 19 No. 44 • July 16, 2020

Grand Jury Releases AHS Report
Part one of this story appeared
in last week’s edition.

Dennis Evanosky

The city has transformed Park Street from Tilden Way-Lincoln Avenue to Encinal
Avenue to meet the reality of COVID-19. The spaces nearest the sidewalk are now
reserved for retail and dining purposes. Shoppers and diners may use the parking
spots to the left of the double white lines and white posts for 15-minute-only pickup.

Park Street Lanes Reconfigured
Dennis Evanosky
Park Street has been newly
reconfigured and restriped, allowing more space for physical distancing while waiting in line and
visiting outdoor establishments.
Markings on the street itself show
a new lane for short-term parking
for pick-ups and drop-offs.
As restrictions loosen, shoppers will see new spaces for outdoor retail and dining expanded
to include additional bicycle parking and “parklets” (accessible platforms that expand the footprint of
the business). The city is monitoring the new configuration closely

and will modify as needed. Similar
work is scheduled later this month
on Webster Street.
Here’s how the Downtown
Business Association explains the
new reality:
The existing parking lane — the
curbside lane — in the repurposed
area is now an extension of sidewalk space for pedestrians and for
customers to line up. This provides
for more room for safe passage on
the sidewalk.
The current right-hand traffic
lane has been converted for pickup and drop-off parking only. “This
makes it even easier to order take-

Clerk Shoots,
Kills Shoplifter
Ekene Ikeme
An Alameda gas station store
clerk was arrested, suspected of
murder, after allegedly shooting a
man suspected of shoplifting.
The incident took place on
Saturday, July 11, at 11:49 p.m. at
the Circle K gas station at 1716
Webster Street. Wenyong Huang,
26, was working at the convenience store when Ethan Escorcio,
24, entered. According to reports,
Escorcio, a transient, went behind
the counter and tried to steal a
pack of cigarettes. After a brief
confrontation, Huang, of Oakland,
pulled out a semiautomatic pistol and shot Escorcio in the head.
Huang called 911 and Alameda
Police Department (APD) officers
and emergency medical personnel
arrived shortly thereafter.
Escorcio was still alive when
officers arrived at the scene. He
was transported to a nearby hospital, but eventually succumbed to
his injuries.
APD ultimately arrested Huang
after speaking to him, other witnesses and watching the surveillance footage. “During the initial
investigation, the store employee
was cooperative, but based on
the totality of the circumstances,
coupled with store surveillance,
he was ultimately arrested for the
homicide,” according to a statement on the APD Facebook page.
Huang was charged with
murder, along with seven other
charges including possession of
an unregistered firearm, carrying
a concealed weapon and willful
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Wenyon Huang shot and
killed Ethan Escoricio.

discharge of a firearm in a grossly
negligent manner.
Huang had his preliminary hearing on Tuesday, July 14, at the
Rene C. Davidson Courthouse in
Oakland. He pled not guilty to all
charges. Huang is being held without bail at the Santa Rita Jail in
Dublin. His next hearing is scheduled for Aug. 12.

out and other items in advance
by providing plenty of convenient,
short-term parking spaces,” DABA
states.
The left-hand traffic lane
remains open for vehicles and
bicycles.
According to DABA, various
portions of the curbside lane may
also be used for outdoor dining,
retail activities, and other commercial uses. Additionally, “parklets”
in the former parking spaces will
provide convenient seating areas
thanks to businesses like Daisy’s.
New bike racks will also be added
in select former parking spaces

Special
Council
Meeting
Sun Staff Reports
At a special meeting Tuesday,
July 14, Alameda City Council considered adopting a resolution that
would declare racism a public
health emergency in Alameda.
The proposed resolution comes
on the heels of the Mali Watkins
detainment and the protests nationwide caused by the death of George
Floyd in May.
The Council listened to reports
from city staff and comments and
letters from the public on the topic.
If the resolution is adopted
Alameda will implement several new
standards that will look to improve
rights for Blacks, Indigenous and
people of color in Alameda.
First, the Council will commit
to promoting equity and justice
through all policies and enhance
educational efforts aimed at understanding, addressing and dismantling racism. Also, the Council will

Ekene Ikeme
The Civil Grand Jury (CGJ)
detailed the contentious relationship between AHS administrators
and Alameda County Board of
Supervisors (BOS) in its 20192020 report. The squabbling was
on full display when the two sides
were drafting the budget for the
2019-2020 fiscal year (FY).
In a meeting on April 3, 2019,
AHS administration notified the
chair of the BOS health committee that they would not be able
to remain in compliance with the
debt limit — AHS was not to
exceed more than $125 million
in debt in 2020 — in the 2016
Permanent Agreement. AHS officials asked the BOS for assistance
including possibly suspending
the agreement.
At a meeting on May 22,
2019, AHS administration further
explained its position to the BOS
health committee. They said it
was a possibility that with no
financial assistance AHS might be
$572 million in debt to the County
by FY 2022.
BOS sent a letter to AHS trustees, which are appointed by the
County, on June 4, 2019, stating
that this information only came
after BOS officials interrogated
AHS administration.
“It was only after additional
questioning that AHS disclosed
a major structural deterioration
in financial performance that
is not limited to the FY 2020
budget,” the letter stated. “AHS
disclosed a long-range forecast
that shows AHS’s operating cash
flow declining from a $46 million
surplus in FY 2018-19 to a $169
million deficit in FY 2021-22.”
BOS stated it would hire an independent consultant.
On June 12, 2019, AHS responded with a trustee-authored editorial to the public.
“The County’s support has
always been necessary for AHS
to survive, but it has become
increasingly insufficient as other
reimbursement programs decline
or grow at a pace that hasn’t kept
up with the inflationary growth
in expenses,” the editorial stated.

AHS officials also expressed in
the editorial the lack of financial
support they receive from the
County compared to other health
organizations.
“In other counties, public
health systems receive substantial county general funds to help
cover these costs,” the editorial
read. “Alameda Health System
does not.”
BOS members were enraged
by the editorial, according to the
CGJ report. On June 13, 2019,
a County supervisor and the
Alameda County Health Care
Services Agency director both
read statements to the AHS
finance committee condemning
AHS’ editorial. The next day at
a BOS town hall meeting, two
County supervisors also publicly
condemned AHS officials.
Eventually, the two sides
were able to finalize an agreement on the budget for FY 2020
on September 29, 2019. The balanced budget was accomplished
through an unexpected windfall
from several state and county
programs totaling $60 million.
The budget projected an annual
operating income of $28.8 million.
The finalization of the FY 2020
budget has not stopped the two
sides from clashing over issues.
The CGJ gave AHS and the County
a list of recommendations to work
better together in the future.
First, AHS and the County
must agree on the scope of services and the least politically
damaging way to provide them.
Also, AHS must include all revenue and expense accounts in
accordance with pronouncements of the Governmental
Accounting Standards Board,
beginning with the 2021 fiscal
year budget. The CGJ also wants
the County and AHS to collaborate to pay AHS’ long-term debts
with the County and set aside
cash to pay prior-year liabilities.
Lastly, BOS members must not
interfere in the day-to-day operations and management of AHS
including labor negotiations and
structure of service delivery.
The County and AHS has 90
days of the report filing, June 15,
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Article 26 Goes to Voters
Since 1973, Article 26 in the
City Charter (formerly known as
Measure A) has prohibited building multi-family housing in Alameda.
The City Council voted July 7 to
put a repeal of Article 26 on the
ballot this November for voters to
decide. Without repeal, the city will
be unable to meet state housing law
requirements to allow for multifamily
housing for families of all income levels, the city stated in a press release.

No AMP fee increase
Alameda’s Public Utilities
Board
approved
Alameda
Municipal Power’s (AMP) budget
with no rate increases for customers, as many are experiencing
economic hardships from COVID19. As a community-owned and
locally operated electric system,
AMP does not make a profit on
rates, which average 20 percent
less than neighboring communities.

Story and Photo
by Dennis Evanosky

Diners enjoy meals at La Penca Azul on Santa Clara
Avenue on Saturday, July 11, one day after the state
of California issued updated health guidelines July
10, prohibiting such dining. However, Alameda
County is working to obtain a variance from the
state that would give the county health officials flexibility to determine what lower-risk activities — including outdoor dining — are allowed for the county.
See COVID-19 story on page 3 for latest statistics.

Betty Young
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City to Rename Jackson Park
Sun Staff Reports
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The Alameda Recreation and Parks Commission
(ARPC) voted 5-0 on Thursday, July 9 to rename
Jackson Park. The park, located on Park Avenue
between San Jose and Encinal avenues, was
named in 1909 for President Andrew Jackson.
Because Jackson was a racist slave holder who
forced the relocation of thousands of Native
Americans for white settlers in the southeast
United States (Google “Indian Removal Act”
to read more), the commission has decided to
change the name, removing the honor to Jackson.
The commission plans to announce a community
process to rename Jackson Park.

