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Women’s golf and 
Basketball tournament.
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Nandini Sharma
At its July 5 meeting, the 

City Council voted to increase 
Alameda’s Transient Occupancy 
Tax (TOT), also called Hotel Tax, 
from 10% to 14%. The change 
is subject to voter approval. The 
approval vote will now place a 
measure amending Alameda 
Municipal Code Chapter 3-61.3 
(Tax Imposed), increasing 
the TOT, on the Nov. 8 General 
Election ballot. 

The motion passed 3-1 with 
Mayor Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft, 
Vice Mayor Malia Vella and 
Councilmember Tony Daysog 
voting in the affirmative, and 
Councilmember Trish Herrera 
Spencer voting against the reso-
lution. Before discussion on the 
item, Councilmember John Knox 
White recused himself due to per-
sonal reasons. 

Discussion began with a pre-
sentation from Alameda Special 
Counsel Michael Roush describ-
ing the measure and its effects. 
City Financial Director Margaret 
O’Brien was also present to answer 
questions from the council.

The presentation highlighted 
the staff recommended plan to 
increase the TOT from 10% to 14% 
would be imposed upon guests at 

hotels, motels and short-term rent-
als, such as Airbnb guests. Roush 
stated that the rate had been 10% 
since September 1990, and the 
change would bring an estimated 
increase of $700,000 to $900,000 
annually to the city’s General 
Fund. The city has received just 
under $2 million a year on aver-
age over the last four fiscal years, 
according to Roush. This includes 
the fiscal year 2020-2021 when 
the city received only $1.2 mil-
lion in TOT revenue, according to 
O’Brien. She added that the TOT 
has increased to pre-COVID 19 
levels in the 2021-2022 fiscal year.  

Roush mentioned that neigh-
boring cities had tax rates of 14% 
(Oakland and San Leandro) and 
12% (Berkeley and Emeryville).  

Two members of the public 
spoke at the meeting. One sup-
ported the plan saying hotel taxes 
were a good way to increase the 
city’s General Fund, while the 
other mentioned that the hospi-
tality industry had been severely 
impacted by the pandemic, and 
an increase in the TOT might be 
too much for the recovering econ-
omy. The Alameda Chamber and 
Economic Alliance also opposed 
the potential TOT increase. 

Bring Fido

Alameda City Council approved a motion at its July 
5 meeting to place a measure on the November bal-
lot that, if approved by voters, will increase the city’s 
Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) from 10% to 14%.

City Council Votes for 
Hotel Tax Increase

Youth Activists of Alameda Organized Reproductive Rights March
Encinal Horizon 

Members of the Youth Activist of Alameda (YAOA) organized a march 
to voice their opposition of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision on June 
24 to overturn the Federal right to an abortion (“Supreme Court Ruling 
Felt in Alameda,” June 24). 

The march took place Sunday, July 10. Event attendees began their 
march at Crown Memorial Beach and ended their journey at City Hall. 

“We believe that [the march] went very well,” said YAOA member 
Vinny Camarillo. “We had many organizations there, including Planned 
Parenthood, that helped amplify our demands to City Council. Of course, 
we had negative comments here and there during the march, but we had 
no problems and support was amazing. We will continue to work hard 
[for] reproductive rights in the city of Alameda.” 

YAOA members requested the City Council declare Alameda a sanctu-
ary city so those seeking an abortion are safe from prosecution, create a 
reproductive health facility in Alameda that offer such resources, donate 
funds to a local/national reproductive rights organization, and facilitate 
the creation of an Alameda County reproductive rights coalition.

Logan Rasmussen

Protesters marched from Crown Beach to 
City Hall last Sunday to advocate for  
women’s reproductive rights.

Ekene Ikeme 
The Alameda County Registrar 

of Voters (ROV) Office announced 
the June 7 Primary Election results 
have been certified. The final 
election results were released on 
Thursday, July 7. There were no 
major changes in results from the 
last update on June 15. 

Measure B 
Measure B, a $298 million 

facilities bond that will fund 
repairs and upgrades to Alameda 
Unified School District (AUSD) 
schools, was approved by 56.33% 
of Alameda voters who partici-
pated in the June 7 election. The 
bond will be financed by levying 
a property tax increase of $45 for 
each $100,000 of assessed value of 
real property value.  

The measure needed at least 
55% Yes votes to pass. In total, 
11,425 people voted Yes, while 
8,856 voted against the measure. 

City educators thanked the 
Alameda community for approv-
ing the school bond measure after 
the last ROV update (“Updated 

June Primary Election Results,” 
June 21). 

“We are deeply grateful to the 
Alameda community for approv-
ing this measure,” said AUSD 
Board of Education President 
Jennifer Williams. “The state 
currently provides no funding 
for facilities for school districts, 
which means districts have to 
turn to their local communi-
ties to fund even basic repairs 
and upgrades, never mind con-
structing new buildings. AUSD 
students and staff deserve safe, 
modern, effective learning envi-
ronments. Our community’s con-
tinued support enables us to do 
that.”  

The revenue will be used to 
fund basic upgrades, such as: 

• Modernizing classrooms and 
science labs at Lincoln and Wood 
Middle schools 

• Building new gymnasiums at 
Lincoln, Wood, and Encinal Junior 
& Senior High School 

• Upgrading athletic facili-
ties at Alameda High School and 
Encinal Jr. & Sr. High School, 

including fields, tracks, and the 
Emma Hood Pool

• Replacing the main class-
room building at Otis Elementary 
School

• Improving both Kofman 
Auditorium and the Little 
Theater at Alameda High School, 
as well as performance spaces at 
Encinal

• Modernizing classrooms in 
the Industrial Building and West 
Wing at Alameda High School

• Replacing out-of-date 
plumbing to save water and 
improve water quality, and out-
dated heating/cooling systems 
for energy efficiency and safe 
air quality 

• Making essential upgrades 
to earthquake safety and school 
security 

(Read more on Page 4)

Alameda County Board of 
Supervisor District 3

Rebecca Kaplan and Lena 
Tam are officially scheduled for a 

Election Results Certified by 
County Registrar

Nandini Sharma

The school bond measure passed with 56.33 percent of the total vote. The bond 
measure will allocate $298 million to AUSD to support facility and other upgrades.

Nandini Sharma

None of the candidates in the Alameda County Board of Supervisor and District 
Attorney races won the election outright. There will be a runoff election in both races 
in November.
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Council Pay Increase Measure 
Set for November Ballot

Ekene Ikeme
At its July 5 meeting, the 

Alameda City Council voted 4-1 to 
place a measure on the November 
ballot that would amend the City 
Charter to raise the council’s sala-
ries if approved.

The measure would amend 
City Charter Sections 2-1.1 and 
2-4. Currently, Section 2-1.1 states 
that “the mayor shall receive a 
monthly compensation of $200.” 
Section 2-4 states that “each 
councilmember shall receive $50 
for each meeting of the Council 
which [they] shall attend… 
[up to two meetings a month].” 
Currently, the mayor receives 
a total yearly compensation of 
$3,600 a year — the mayor also 
receives an extra $50 for each 
meeting attended, up to two meet-
ings a month — while council-
members receive $1,200 a year.

In Alameda Special Counsel 
Michael Roush’s presentation, 
he showed a graph that revealed 
Alameda’s mayor and council-
member compensation was the 
lowest among cities in Alameda 
County — the City of Albany 
offers $3,600 a year to the mayor 
and councilmembers. Cities with 

lower populations than Alameda 
like Emeryville (2020 popula-
tion of 11,679) and Dublin (2020 
population of 63,856) both offer 
more compensation to their city 
councils. Emeryville pays $13,888 
a year to their mayor and coun-
cilmembers, while Dublin pays 
$15,080 a year to their mayor 
and $14,573 a year to council-
members, according to the staff 
presentation.

The amendment will cap City 
Council pay at $25,977 a year. The 
ballot question that will appear 
on the November ballot will ask, 
“Shall the Charter be amended to 
allow the City Council to increase 
the salaries for councilmembers 
($1,200/year) and mayor ($3,600/
year) for the first time since the 
1970s, by capping the annual 
amount not to exceed 30% of 
the salary for “All Occupations, 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
Occupational Employment and 
Wage Statistics, San Francisco-
Oakland-Hayward Area,” (current-
ly approximately $25,977) effec-
tive July 2023?”

The All Occupations, U.S. 
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