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Sun Staff Reports
On Friday, June 24, the U.S. 

Supreme Court withdrew the 
Federal Constitutional right to an 
abortion when it overturned Roe 
v. Wade and ruled to uphold a 
Mississippi law that bans abortion 
after fifteen weeks, according to 
multiple reports.

The decision overturns the 
landmark 1973 Roe v. Wade rul-
ing that legalized abortion and 
the subsequent 1992 decision — 
Planned Parenthood v. Casey — 
that largely maintained the right.  

In response to the ruling, 
Alameda Councilmember John 
Knox White stated in a Twitter 
post, “There was already no doubt, 
but today’s ruling, overturning 
women’s fundamental right to 
self-determination and making 
their own health decisions is an 
abomination and cement’s the ille-
gitimacy of this Supreme Court.”

Fellow Councilmember Tony 
Daysog also released a statement. 
“I am saddened by the decision by 
the Supreme Court today to end 
a constitutional right to abortion. 
While states such as California, 
and places in California such as 
the City of Alameda, will continue 
to be places where women can 
exercise their right to choose, I am 

Laila Ahmed via City of Alameda Facebook Page

On June 24, Alamedans stood on the City Hall steps 
united in support of equal rights and access to essential 
health care.

City/State Officials React to Abortion Ruling 

saddened that, because of today’s 
decision, in many other states 
across America, women will no 
longer have the ability to make 
an intensely personal decision, 
with assistance from their respec-
tive medical professionals, with 
respect to abortion.”

Supreme Court Justices ruled 
5-4 to overturn Roe v. Wade and 
6-3 to uphold Mississippi’s law. 
According to a cnn.com report, 
Justices John Roberts, Stephen 
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Nandini Sharma 
On Tuesday, June 21, the City 

Council voted 3-2 to move for-
ward with the staff recommend-
ed version of the Grand Street 
Pavement Resurfacing and Safety 
Improvement plan with certain 
amendments to the presented 
concept. 

The public hearing included 
a presentation from Alameda’s 
Director of Building, Planning, 
and Transportation, Andrew 
Thomas, and City Engineer Robert 
Vance. They presented the plans 
for the resurfacing of the 0.7-mile 
stretch of Grand Street between 
Encinal Avenue and Otis Drive. 
Thomas and Vance acknowledged 
residents would face a loss of 10 
to 14 parking spaces, but empha-

sized the addition of separated 
bike lanes, a bus island, a center 
turn lane for school drops, des-
ignated accessible parking space 
and rapid flashing beacons for 
crosswalks. These changes would 
focus on improving the safety of 
children during rush hour near 
Wood Middle School, increase 
cyclist safety and encourage driv-
ers to slow down. An alternative 
plan would have focused on creat-
ing striped bicycle lanes, while 
keeping the parking spaces from 
Otis to Encinal. 

According to Thomas, the 
resurfacing plan gave them an 
opportunity to “look at the ways 
[they] can improve safety of the 
street,” indicating that the com-
munity workshops in previous 

months gave them an insight into 
the residents’ needs. In response 
to Councilmember John Knox 
White’s questions, Thomas also 
affirmed that the staff recom-
mended plan focused on ADA 
standards, since they are in com-
munication with an ADA consul-
tant, and remained inclusive to 
non-auto route users. 

Activist groups that voiced sup-
port of the plan included represen-
tatives from Community Action 
for a Sustainable Alameda, Bike 
Walk Alameda, and Bike EastBay. 
There were also multiple parents, 
cyclists and younger students that 
supported the plan. Other callers 
also stated the plan’s potential 
to increase biking as a mode of 

Fehr & Peers

City Council voted 3-2 in favor of the staff recommended Grand Street Pavement 
Resurfacing and Safety Improvement plan in addition to several amendments.

Council Votes for Grand Street 
Improvements, With Amendments
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Special FREE FREE Edition 

This Week Courtesy of the City of Alameda and the Alameda Sun.  

To have the Sun delivered to your mailbox EVERY week  
visit alamedasun.com/subscribe or see the ad on page 11.

Richard Bangert  
State-mandated housing poli-

cies will never end the monumen-
tal deficit of affordable housing. 
The private market cannot end 
the deficit either. Only a dramatic 
shift in federal and state funding 
policies for affordable housing will 
bring relief. 

The “North Housing” site near 
Alameda Landing owned by the 
Alameda Housing Authority is a 
case in point. This project, which 
aims to build 586 all-affordable 
units, is ready to build but lacks 
the necessary funds. 

The 12-acre North Housing 
site was acquired for free from the 
Navy and has checked off every 
conceivable box to become shovel 
ready. A master plan has been 
approved by the city. The land has 
been cleared and is ready to build, 

with new infrastructure construct-
ed in the surrounding streets. It is 
in a highly desirable area. 

Despite the stellar qualifica-
tions of this project, the first phas-
es of the first block are nowhere 
near full funding. The first two 
phases on one block that will con-
struct 90 units of supportive hous-
ing and support services for those 
experiencing or facing homeless-
ness is expected to cost $92 mil-
lion, according to Vanessa Cooper, 
Executive Director of the Alameda 
Housing Authority. Currently only 
$14 million has been commit-
ted, along with rental assistance 
vouchers to cover 60 units. If the 
housing authority is successful in 
closing the gap with a state grant, 
that will still leave almost 500 

Housing Policies 
Perpetuate Inequality

Richard Bangert

North Housing site with bare land and a few trees is 
approved for 586 affordable housing units, but the 
Alameda Housing Authority lacks funding. Alameda 
Landing housing is at the bottom of photo, Admiral’s 
Cove luxury apartments are directly above, and Coast 
Guard Housing is to the left. 
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Nandini Sharma 
On Friday, June 24, the Alameda 

County Public Health Department 
(ACPHD) rescinded the mask man-
date for indoor public settings from 
earlier this month. The order went 
into effect on June 25. 

Alameda County had been the 
only Bay Area county to restore a 
masking mandate following the 
increase in cases, but the recom-
mendations in other Bay Area coun-
ties remain the same. 

This policy was enacted in accor-
dance with the statewide policy on 
indoor masking, strongly recom-
mending all individuals over the age 
of two to continue masking regard-
less of vaccination status. This order 
re-aligns the county guidelines with 
those from the state, continuing to 
encourage residents to wear masks 
in business, public transport and 
educational settings. 

Masks are still required at home-
less shelters, correctional facili-
ties, long-term care facilities and 

in healthcare settings. Masking in 
workplaces will depend on regula-
tions from Cal/OSHA. Businesses 
and venue operators may choose to 
require their patrons and workers to 
continue wearing masks. 

According to a June 24 press 
release from ACPHD, this change 
in the local masking order has been 
made after observations of case 
rate improvements. They noted that 
the daily reported COVID-19 cases 
have continued to decline, especially 
among the Hispanic/Latino residents 
that had been disproportionately 
affected. These trends were also sup-
ported by a stabilization of hospital 
admissions of patients with COVID-
19. ACPHD also highlighted that on 
June 23, Alameda County moved 
from “High” (Orange) to “Moderate” 
(Yellow), according to the CDC’s 
COVID-19 Community level. 

Alameda County Health Officer 
Dr. Nicholas Moss stated in the press 

Alameda County 
Indoor Mask 
Mandate Removed
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Sun Staff Reports
This week’s issue includes a list of all the Class of 2022 

high school graduates in the City of Alameda (pages 4, 10, 
13). The list includes the names of close to 1,000 gradu-
ates.

This week’s issue also includes a Fourth of July insert 
detailing the activities that will take place in Alameda on 
the national holiday. This year will be the return of the 
Fourth of July Parade and the 5K Run/Walk benefitting 
Midway Shelter. The Alameda Police Department notified 
residents on its Facebook page of street closures to accom-
modate the events. APD and event personnel will close 
streets along the parade route to traffic starting at 7 a.m. 
(some streets near the staging area will begin at 6 a.m.)  
Most road closures and detours will remain in effect until 
3 p.m.

Celebrating Graduates and a National Holiday

Alameda Police Department


