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JoanAnn Radu-Sinaiko

Knitting groups gathering at 
two locations this week.
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Summer means more events 

at local golf course. 

Middle school age athletes 
earn recognition from AEF.
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Lots of fun on the puzzles 
page this week. 
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All the doings  
of Island safety 
& law personnel
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HAPPY WATERMELON 
SEED SPITTING WEEK

KFC Neighbors See Red

Battle Rages over Voters’ 
Signatures on Rent Issue

Planning OKs More 
Homes at Landing

Waesche Comes Home
Dennis Evanosky

Above, the crew of the U.S. 
Coast Guard Cutter Waesche 
forms alongside approximate-
ly 18 tons of cocaine that they 
offloaded at the 10th Avenue 

Marine Terminal in San Diego 
last Thursday. Over the last two 
months, crews from the U.S. Coast 
Guard cutters Waesche, Hamilton, 
Mohawk, Dependable, Valiant, 
Active, Campbell and Confidence 
teamed up in the Eastern Pacific 
Ocean to seize the narcotics with 
a total value of $514 million.

The Waesche alone accounted 
for more than 17,000 pounds of the 

cocaine offloaded last week. Those 
drugs alone had an estimated value 
of more than $266 million. 

The Coast Guard Island-based 
cutter also apprehended 20 sus-
pected narcotics traffickers and 
siezed two vessels: a self-propelled 
submarine and what the Coast 
Guard called “a low-profile vessel.” 

The Waesche returned home to 
Coast Guard Island on Monday. 

Sun Staff Reports
A Coast Guard rescue swimmer 

teamed up with a crew from an Al-
ameda Fire Department (AFD) res-
cue boat to assist 16 Dragon Boat 
rowers to safety last Saturday. The 
rowers’ vessel took on water and 
ran aground some 50 yards north of 
Coast Guard Island. 

Around 11:30 a.m., AFD crew-
members notified the Coast Guard 
that they noticed the Dragon Boat 
aground off the north side of Coast 
Guard Island. AFD informed the 
Coast Guard that the water was too 
shallow for its rescue boat to ap-
proach the grounded boat. 

The Coast Guard reached a row-
er aboard the Dragon Boat by cell 
phone and learned that the vessel 
had a hole in its hull. It was taking 

on water and was sitting on the bot-
tom with the tide coming in. Several 
rowers stood around the Dragon 
Boat in waist-high water while oth-
ers remained aboard. All rowers 
were wearing life jackets.

The Coast Guard dispatched 
crews aboard a Dolphin helicopter 
and a 45-foot response boat. AFD’s 
rescue boat and a Dragon Boat from 
the California Dragon Boat Associa-
tion also arrived to assist.

A Coast Guard rescue swimmer 
was deployed from the helicopter 
onto Coast Guard Island. The swim-
mer reached the grounded Dragon 
Boat and — with the assistance of 
AFD’s rescue boat crew — helped 
all 16 rowers safely onto the second 
Dragon Boat. 

All rowers are accounted for 
and out of danger.

Coast Guard, Alameda Fire 
Assist Grounded Dragon Boat
16 rowers get stuck on estuary shore

Sun Staff Reports
The city’s economic develop-

ment department announced re-
cently that a series of new alcoholic 
beverage manufacturers are slated 
to open by early fall at Alameda 
Point’s Spirits Alley. The new ten-
ants include: Almanac Beer Co., 
Urban Legend Cellars and Admiral 
Maltings. 

According to the city’s release, 
Almanac is a “Bay Area favorite 
known for its farm-to-table beers,” 
and will be opening a tasting room 

with bar bites across the street 
from the Bladium Sports and Fit-
ness Club. In the same location, 
Admiral Maltings will produce 
small-batch premium malt for craft 
brewers and distillers. 

The site will also feature a res-
taurant and pub for the public to 
experience the malting process and 
taste the beers and spirits. 

Currently based in Jack Lon-
don Square, Urban Legend Cellars 
will manufacture wines on site and 
open a tasting room. 

Spirits Coming to Point

Ekene Ikeme
At its June 12 meeting, the Plan-

ning Board approved an amend-
ment to Catellus Development Cor-
poration’s plan at Alameda Landing. 
If approved by the City Council, the 
amendment would allow a total of  
700 housing units at the Landing. 

The Planning Board endorsed 
the proposal, which would add 
some 300 to 400 homes to those al-
ready  in the mix by a 6 to 1 vote. 
Board  member Ronald Curtis cast 
the lone dissenting vote. Curtis said 
that he could not support the plan, 
citing the traffic increase it would 
bring.

The development in question 
comprises 39 of the 215 acres trans-
ferred from the Navy to the City. 
Catellus would section off 17 acres 
for maritime and commercial use 
with 6,700 square feet designated 
for office space, 364,000 square feet 
for maritime commercial and ware-
house space and 296,000 square 
feet for shopping-center and retail 
space.

The 700 total housing units  in-
clude those already built at the 
Landing and those currently un-
der construction. The Master Plan 
amendment allows any future home 
builder to determine the appro-
priate mix of housing types that 
include single-family homes, town-

homes and apartments. The amend-
ment ensures that the total number 
and mix of units would not exceed 
the 700-home threshhold and would 
not include more than 30 percent 
single-family detached homes. 

A public waterfront park would  
account for 4.5 acres, according to 
the memorandum from assistant 
community development director 
Andrew Thomas. This park would 
include a water shuttle with service 
to Jack London Square in Oakland 
and a kayak launch at the foot of 
Fifth Street.

The remaining acreage would 
be designated for the West Edge 
Greenway. This greenway would 
serve as a barrier between the com-
mercial and residential areas and 
the Mitchell Avenue Greenway that 
would divide the residential and 
Tri-Pointe areas.

The plan meets the require-
ments for the city’s Inclusionary 
Housing Ordinance. At least 10 per-
cent of the market-rate units would 
measure 1,200 square feet, making 
them more affordable for middle-
income households. 

In addition, at least 15 percent 
of the units would be universally 
designed, consistent with the con-
ditions imposed on the most re-
cently approved townhome and 
single-family detached develop-

ments at Marina Shores and 2100 
Clement Ave.

The plan went through several 
revisions before the Planning Board 
approved it last Monday. The City 
and the developer originally entered 
into an agreement in 2000. Under that 
plan, Catellus proposed building 586 
homes with 1.3 million square feet 
of business and office space. How-
ever, Catellus wanted to build more 
homes along the waterfront. 

Then came the 2006 plan that 
proposed just 300 residential units, a 
health club, 390,000 square feet of of-
fice space and no maritime commer-
cial space. However, the city wanted 
to include that commercial space. 

The project was put on hold 
between 2007 and 2010, but picked 
back up in 2012. 

The Planning Board and Catel-
lus went through years of back-
and-forth negotiating. The Board’s 
main qualms were the amount of 
space sectioned off for commercial 
uses. 

However, earlier this year, Catel-
lus worked with Bay Ship and Yacht 
to develop a maritime commercial 
and residential mixed-use plan for 
the site. 

This would make 1,555 feet of 
existing concrete wharf available 
for expansion of Bay Ship and 
Yacht and its tenants. To help mat-
ters, the Master Plan amendment 
relieves the maritime commercial 
portion of the property from the 
obligation to provide waterfront 
public open space in front of the 
maritime commercial warehouses 
and view corridors through the 
property to the water.  

The City Council is scheduled to 
vote on the plan next month. 

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.

Dennis Evanosky
On June 6, the City Council 

voted to protect renters from no-
cause evictions. That same evening, 
some of the city’s landlords drew 
a battle line. Almost immediately, 
these landlords announced that they 
would begin a signature-gathering 
campaign to put a measure on the 
November 2018 ballot. If passed by 
the voters, that measure would force 
the city to add a clause to the City 
Charter that would again allow no-
cause evictions. The landlords say 
that they need no-cause evictions as 
the last resort to evict illegal tenants 
without having to go to court. 

The landlords were true to 
their word. They teamed up to 
form “Alamedans in Charge — A 
Coalition of Rental Property 
Owners, Homeowners, Businesses 
and Tenants for Fair and Affordable 
Housing.” This group filed the paper-
work with the city to put the mea-
sure on the ballot to rescind the pro-
tection against no-cause evictions. 

To accomplish this, the group 
had to collect 4,800 verifiable voter 
signatures by July 6. According to 
one source, Alamedans in Charge 
reportedly hired Griffiths Olson 
Consulting and that company sent 
its signature gatherers to Alameda.

According to many in the com-
munity, the signature gatherers’ 
behavior has been nothing short 
of a nightmare. Community mem-
bers related stories to the Alameda 
Sun about the signature gatherers 
making disparaging remarks against 
women and lying to the public 
about what the petition entailed. 

Their actions galvanized many. 
Some began following the signa-
ture gatherers from spot to spot 
with signs that read, “Do not sign 
the petition.” The Alameda Renters 
Coalition wants the public to know 

that if someone feels that they have 
signed the petition and would like 
to rescind that signature, they must 
fill out a form available at the City 
Clerk’s office by July 6. 

Some are pointing fingers at the 
California Apartment Association 
(CAA) — a Sacramento-based trade 
group that represents member prop-
erty owners. According to the asso-
ciation’s Mike Nemeth, CAA has noth-
ing to do with this petition drive.

U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Davonte Marrow

Steve Tavares

City Councilman Jim Oddie, far right, joined residents 
and property owners on the City Hall steps last Friday. 
The group is urging Alamedans not to sign a petition 
that a some landlords are currently circulating. 

Photo and Story  
by Eric J. Kos

Some new exterior paint at 
Alameda’s Kentucky Fried 
Chicken (KFC) at Park and 

Encinal avenues (above) has 
turned the formerly Victorian-
styled restaurant into a giant to-go 
box. Concerned neighbors immedi-
ately wrote the Alameda Sun and 
the city’s Planning Department 
about the potential permit viola-
tion. Allen Tai, Planning Services 

Manager sent an email to the neigh-
bors Tuesday. 

“KFC contacted the Permit 
Center last week inquiring wheth-
er permits are required to paint 
a building,” Tai stated. “Because 
permits are not required to paint 
a building, that is what our front 
counter staff told KFC representa-
tives without first verifying wheth-
er unique conditions apply.” 

In the email, Tai admitted staff 
made a mistake by not referring to 

the approved color palette dating 
back to 2008. 

According to Tai, the city 
approved the restaurant’s design 
review for replacement awnings 
in 2016, but it did not approve 
new building colors for the same 
reasons the neighbors objected 
to them.  

“We have reached out to KFC 
and requested restoring the build-
ing to the previous color palette,” 
Tai stated.

Grads, Send 
Your Pictures

As it does every year, the 
Alameda Sun will celebrate the 
Class of 2017 with a list of all the 
city’s high-school graduates. 

To make the listing more festive 
and interesting, the Sun would like 
to include pictures of this year’s 
graduates taken by the community. 

Members of the Class of 2017 
who would like to have  their photo-
graphs considered, can email them 
to editor@alamedasun.com. The 
deadline is Friday, July 7. 

If approved by the 
City Council, the 
amendment would 
allow a total 
of  700 housing 
units at Alameda 
Landing. 


