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Housing Construction 
Continues at Landing

Photo by Maurice Ramirez

New homes have been taking shape on the north shore’s Alameda 
Landing neighborhood. New homeowners and the public will have 
access to the waterfront and views of Jack London Square and the pro-

posed Oakland A’s stadium.

Planning Board to Consider Fresh 
Revisions to Public Art Ordinance

Sun Staff Reports
Over the last year, the Public 

Art Commission has conducted 
public hearings to consider chang-
es to the Public Art Ordinance. 
The commission has recommend-
ed a series of changes in the ordi-
nance to the City Council, 

These include:
• Requiring developers to 

declare their intention to install 
on-site artwork or contribute to 
the public art fund before they  
recevied any planning approvals.

• Clarifying how maintenance 
agreements should be reflected 
in the conditions of approval and 
recorded against the property 
prior to the city’s issuing the first 
certificate of occupancy.

• Removing the limitation that 
cultural arts grants can only be 
awarded to non-profits.

• Specifying that City Council 
approval is only required for pub-
lic art fund expenditures that 
exceed the City Manager’s purch-
ing authority.

• Allowing use of the public art 
fund  for conservation, maintenance 
and deaccession of public art. 

On Monday, April 26, the 
Planning Board will consider 
these changes. In addition, staff is 
requesting that the Planning Board 
provide preliminary direction on 
aspects of the ordinance that may 
require further study,

The program will need further 
evaluation as part of the housing 
element update. State law requires 
the  city to evaluate governmental 
constraints and barriers to housing 
production as part of the 2023-2031 
Housing Element Update over the 
next 18 months.  

Planning staff will evaluate the 
current 1% public art obligation 
as a possible barrier to housing 
production along with all other 
development fees and impact fees. 
At this time, 

Planning staff asks the Planning 
Board to provide preliminary com-
ment and direction on aspects of 
the Public Art Ordinance that war-
rant further study, 

These may may include but are 
not limited to:

• Re-establishing a public art 
cap for housing development, or

• Establishing a lower public art 
requirement for housing or afford-
able housing, or

• Any other options for further 
study.

The meeting’s agenda, Zoom 
login,, staff report and exhibits are 
available at www.alamedaca.gov.

Bill Could 
Circumvent 
City Charter

Democracy on Front Burner
Irene Dieter 

Democracy is at the forefront of 
today’s political debate.  Alameda 
is no exception. 

Alameda’s plurality voting sys-
tem allows top vote-getters to win, 
even when a majority of voters did 
not vote for them.  

Lopsided expenditures contrib-
ute to the impression that the elec-
tion of certain candidates is inevi-
table.  There are ways, however, to 
ensure that a minority of voters or 
big-monied interests do not control 
the outcome of our elections.  

This month the Alameda League 
of Women Voters (LWV), a non-
partisan organization dedicated to 
empowering voters, is hosting a 
two-part online forum. 

LWV hops to educate voters 
about ways in which democracy 
can be strengthened in Alameda. 

On Tuesday, April 28, Preston 
Jordan, a co-founder of Voter 
Choice Albany (and now an Albany 
City Council member), will  speak. 

He will use data from Alameda’s 
recent elections to discuss the 
advantages and disadvantages of 
our current plurality method, dis-

trict elections, and ranked-choice 
voting . 

Jordan says we first have to test 
different election methods against 
our “goals for democracy.”  

If research, data collection, and 
analysis show that a method other 
than the current one would be bet-
ter to achieve those goals, the next 
step would be to develop that meth-
od in sufficient detail that it could 
be implemented, and then get it 
implemented.  

Jordan will also discuss how the 
Alameda County Registrar of Voters 
is already set up to accommodate 
various election methods. 

On Wednesday, April 29, the 
forum will cover how campaign 
contributions affect Alameda elec-
tions.  

Austin Graham and Patrick Ford, 
activists with Common Cause, an 
organization fighting for account-
able government, will speack on 
the 29th. 

They will  highlight which cam-
paign finance reforms have worked 
best in other cities.

Graham works closely with state 
and local stakeholders to formulate 

legislation that advances money-in-
politics reforms.  Ford is staff coun-
sel to the SF Ethics Commission.   

“The dependence of political 
candidates on wealthy special inter-
ests makes elected officials respon-
sive to their large donors rather 
than to the public,” notes Graham 
on his website.  

“Reform solutions include plac-
ing reasonable limits on funding of 
campaigns, complete transparency 
of campaign spending and public 
financing of elections.”  

In Alameda, we are watching 
polarization increase along with 
disappointment and concern over 
the imbalances in politics.  

The forum presentations are 
designed to start a discussion about 
possible electoral reforms and ways 
to create a stronger democracy in 
Alameda, where all voices are given 
an equal chance to be heard.   

The 90-minute sessions begin 
at 7 p.m.  Everyone is welcome 
to attend.  For more information 
and to register for the forum, visit 
the “events” page on the Alameda 
League of Women Voters website:  
LWVAlameda.org/CE.  

Suspect Dies in Police Custody
Dennis Evanosky

At 10:45 a.m., last Monday, 
the Alameda Police Department 
(APD) responded to two reports 
of a man who was acting as 
though he was under the influ-
ence of a controlled substance. 

The reports also alerted police 
that Mario Arenales Gonzalez, 26, 
from Oakland, was suspected of 
being involved in a theft. 

At 1:08 p.m. Monday, APD 
tweeted that its officers were on 
the scene of a death investigation 
on Otis Drive and Park Street. 

“We are asking the public to 
keep the area clear while detec-
tives work,” APD’s Tweet read. 
The Tweet informed the public 
that APD had no further informa-
tion to release.

Then, at 8 p.m., Monday, APD 

issued a press release. According 
to this release, officers found the 
man in the 800 block of Park Street, 
one block south of Otis Drive. 

APD stated in this release that 
when the officers attempted to   
detain the man, a physical alter-
cation ensued. 

“At that time the man had a 
medical emergency,” the release 
stated. Officers began lifesaving 
measures and called paramedics 
to the scene. They transported 
the man to a local hospital, where 
he died. 

APD stated in the press release 
that it has “asked the Alameda 
County Sheriff’s Office to inves-
tigate the incident. The District 
Attorney’s office is conducting its 
own investigation, the press release 
stated. 

Alicia Craia’s Masks on a String 
won Best of Show in the Youth 
Category in the 2021 Alameda 
on Camera event. “This annual 
juried show is worth seeing,” 
writes Karen Braun Malpas in her 
review. We at the Sun agree. The 
gallery is open Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. The show closes on May 29. 
Frank Bette Center is located at 
1609 Paru St. (at Lincoln). Call 
(510 ) 523-6957 or visit www.
FrankBetteCenter.org. 

Alameda on Camera

Ekene Ikeme
A proposed state assembly 

bill could give Alameda City 
Council the authority to bypass 
Article 26 of the Alameda City 
Charter and develop multifamily 
housing without restrictions.

Assembly Bill (AB) 1322 
would allow the City Council 
to begin proceedings, pursu-
ant to specified provisions, to 
determine whether a “local mea-
sure or ordinance that has been 
approved by the electorate con-
flicts with any state laws regard-
ing housing.” If they determine it 
does conflict with state laws, the 
Council “does not have a duty 
to defend or enforce the local 
measure in whole or in part,” 
according to the bill.

This would give councilmem-
bers the authority to deem local 
ordinances pertaining to hous-
ing unenforceable. Alameda City 
Councilmembers have tried to 
remove Article 26 from the City 
Charter because it prohibits the 
city from meeting state housing 
laws requirements. 

On July 7, 2020, Alameda 
City Council voted, 4-1, to place 
Measure Z, which would have 
repealed Article 26, on the 
November 2020 ballot. Article 
26, formerly known as Measure 
A, prohibits the development 
of multi-family units in the city 
and limits the maximum density 
for residential development to 
one unit per 2,000 square feet. 
Measure Z failed in the elec-
tion with 59.4 percent of vot-
ers (25,063) voting “No,” while 
40.06 percent (16,749) voted 
“Yes.” 

However, AB 1322 would set 
in motion a procedure to bypass 
the vote.

The bill lays out the proce-
dure in which the city would not 
have to enforce Article 26. The 
city must hold a public hearing 
to consider whether a conflict 
exists. A notice of the hearing 
shall be published in at least one 
newspaper within the jurisdic-
tion of the city at least 10 days 
prior. Council can then vote on 
whether the measure conflicts 

with state law. Interested parties 
can speak at the hearing. 

If the resolution is adopt-
ed, a dissenting party has 30 
days to file an action to “attack, 
review, set aside, void, or 
annul” the resolution. However, 
only people who made a com-
ment at the initial public hear-
ing or provided a written state-
ment before the hearing can file 
this action. 

The determination to 
“attack, review, set aside, void, 
or annul” the resolution would 
be particularly difficult because 
any factual determinations 
made by the council “shall be 
considered conclusive” unless 
the court “finds that the fac-
tual determination is arbitrary 
and capricious or substantially 
unsupported by the evidence 
considered.” 

Alameda officials for years 
have said Article 26 prohib-
its the city from adhering to 
state laws pertaining to hous-
ing. According to Government 
Code section 65583(c)(1), the 
state mandates cities “identify 
actions that will be taken to 
make sites available during the 
planning period with appropri-
ate zoning and development 
standards and with services and 
facilities to accommodate that 
portion of the city’s or county’s 
share of the regional housing 
need for each income level.” 

The Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment, in conjunction 
with the Association of Bay 
Area Governments stated that 
Alameda must build 5,406 new 
housing units (1,455 very low-
income units, 837 low-income 
units, 868 moderate-income 
and 2,246 above moderate 
units) between 2023 and 2031 
(“Housing Element Comes 
Before Planning Board,” Jan. 20).

The bill was intro-
duced by former California 
Assemblymember and Alameda 
City Councilmember Rob Bonta 
on Feb. 19. It has since been 
written by Assemblymember 
Robert Rivas. The bill is still in 
the reading process.


