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Sun Staff Reports

The crew of the Coast 
Guard Cutter Munro 
(WMSL 755) recently 

offloaded approximately 8,200 
pounds of seized cocaine 
and 11,450 pounds of mari-
juana at the ship’s homeport in 
Alameda. The seizures involved 
15 suspected drug-smuggling 
vessels. Munro is one of four 
National Security Cutters home-
ported in Alameda. 
Photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Taylor Bacon

Cutter Munro Offloads Tons of Drugs

Work crews began installing “Gateway Columns,” public art by Norman 
Moore, at Jean Sweeney Open Space Park last week.

Public Art Coming to 
Sweeney Open Space

Photo & story  
by Eric J. Kos

Last week City of Alameda 
work crews began installing the 
foundations for two new pub-
lic artworks in Jean Sweeney 
Open Space Park. The first piece, 
“Gateway Columns” by local art-
ist Norman Moore, will be fully 
complete by the end of April and 

includes two 15-foot columns of 
cast concrete covered in glass 
mosaic. The two columns form a 
gateway meant to symbolize the 
island of Alameda as the gateway 
for prospectors and the railroad 
heading east. 

The second piece, two 
“Rockspinners” by local artist 
Zach Coffin, will be installed later 

this summer. A Rockspinner is a 
multi-ton boulder which can be 
spun easily and silently with just 
a light push. 

Learn more about the city’s 
Public Art Program at www.
alamedaca.gov/Departments/
C o m m u n i t y - D e v e l o p m e n t /
Public-Art-Program/Past-Public-
Art-Awards.

City Moving on Sweeney 
Park Eminent Domain

COVID Vax Update

‘Flavors of Alameda’ Register Deadline April 19
Sun Staff Reports 

The City of Alameda recently 
annouced a new event “Flavors of 
Alameda.” The month-long event 
will support Alameda’s dining 
scene throughout the month of 
May. Flavors of Alameda will pro-
vide an opportunity for participat-
ing Alameda restaurants, eateries, 
wineries, breweries, and bars to 
show off their flavors.

Register now at https://
us.openforms.com/Form/669eef14-
cd2c-4b8b-9ee6-86751a4f6115 to 
have your business included in 
the city’s marketing and promo-

tion about this free campaign. The 
registration deadline is Monday, 
April 19.

Flavors of Alameda will have a 
dedicated website, and each res-
taurant will have a section with 
photo, description, and contact 
information. Restaurants will select 
and share their “flavor” — what 
they are most well-known for — to 
be promoted on the website. This 
can be an appetizer, entree, des-
sert, drink, or all four.

Participating diners will receive 
one point (via online submission) 
for each restaurant they dine at 

during the month of May. Points 
will be verified at the end of the 
month using a virtual submission 
form, and prizes will be distributed 
by the city directly to participat-
ing diners. Prizes will be reflective 
the city’s commitment to reduce 
single-use plastics, themed around 
dining out.

Restaurants may have a city 
photographer take photos of their 
Featured Flavor(s) at no cost for 
use on the website and marketing.

Any questions? Write acox@
alamedaca.gov or call (510) 747-
6893.

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft
Rumors have recently surfaced, 

suggesting nefarious dealings 
outside the public eye, to reduce 
the size of Jean Sweeney Open 
Space Park (JSOSP). What’s going 
on? Short answer: Nothing nefari-
ous. City staff is carrying out City 
Council’s September 2018 direction 
to acquire additional land bordering 
JSOSP, by initiating eminent domain 
proceedings against the land owner, 
Union Pacific 
Railroad (UP). 

On Sept. 
4, 2018, 
C o u n c i l m e m -
bers Mayor 
Trish Herrera 
Spencer, Frank 
Matarrese, Malia 
Vella, Jim Oddie 
and I voted to 
pursue an emi-
nent domain action that, if success-
ful, would allow the city to purchase 
2.8 of 4.52 acres UP owns along 
JSOSP’s southern border. 

The remaining 1.72 acres 
weren’t included in the eminent 
domain action because they were 
zoned residential, making the pur-
chase price cost prohibitive. Staff 
report available in the document 
archive at www.alamedaca.gov. 

The eminent domain litigation 
against UP is ongoing. I can’t take 
you inside closed sessions where 
discussions are confidential, or 
speculate regarding potential out-
comes of the litigation. I can tell you 
how we got to this point.

In December 2018, the first 
phase of the 25-acre JSOSP, 
extending from Sherman Street to 
Constitution Way, opened to the 
public. Nearly one-third of the park 
was complete, including the east-
ern side, the Cross Alameda Trail 
running through the park, a play-
ground, picnic pavilion, gazebo, 
open grass area, parking, and light-
ing. But before it was ever a park, 
JSOSP was the railroad yard of the 
Alameda Belt Line railroad (ABL). 

In 1918, 100 years before JSOSP 
opened, the city constructed a 1.2 
mile municipal belt line railroad 
that ran along Clement Avenue, 
from Pearl Street to Grand Street, 
to serve the newly developing 
industrial zone on Alameda’s north 
shore, along the Oakland Estuary. 
Later, this line was extended to 
Sherman Street to serve the Del 
Monte warehouse and the Alaska 
Packers Association.

In 1924, the city sold its rail-
road to Western Pacific Railroad 
(WP) and Atchison, Topeka and 
Santa Fe Railway (ATSF). In 1925, 
the two railroad companies incor-
porated the ABL to take over the 
Clement Avenue track. In 1926, ABL 
acquired the entire belt line prop-
erty and, by the end of 1928, had 
built it out with 5.6 more miles of 
track, and the railroad yard that 
eventually became JSOSP.

Subsequent mergers followed 
ABL’s acquisition by WP and ATSF, 
but ultimately, ABL was jointly owned 
by BNSF Railway and UP and contin-
ued to serve Alameda’s north shore 
for 70 years, until closing in 1998.

JSOSP might never have become 
a park were it not for the dedication 
and persistence of Alameda resi-
dent Jean Sweeney who, in 1998, 
discovered the original 1924 con-
tract between the City and ABL: 

the contract 
gave the City 
the right to pur-
chase the belt 
line railroad and 
any extensions 
back from ABL 
at the original 
purchase price, 
a fraction of its 
1998 value.

S w e e n e y ’s 
discovery, combined with skillful 
legal work by then-City Attorney 
Carol Korade and outside coun-
sel, resulted in a 2009 appellate 
court victory that required ABL 
to sell the property back to the 
City for the 1924 purchase price 
(plus improvements) for a total of 
$966,207. It is important to note 
that the appellate court’s ruling did 
not include the land UP currently 
owns along the park’s southern 
border, including the 2.8 acres of 
property that are the subject of 
the City’s current eminent domain 
litigation against UP.

The City Council voted to name 
the park after Sweeney who passed 
away in 2011. In 2013 and 2014, more 
than 2,000 residents participated in 
the JSOSP community design and 
master plan process. The master 
plan design was created, pro-bono, 
by architect and former Planning 
Board member Kristoffer Koster. 
City staff applied for grant funding 
and sought donations, ultimately 
securing $4.2 million of non-City 
dollars which funded 60% of the 
total park development cost. 

This year, city staff applied for 
funding from California’s Department 
of Parks and Recreation to fund the 
western portion of the park, the 
Urban Agricultural phase that will 
include a community garden, demon-
stration gardens, outdoor classroom, 
seed and tool lending library, pedes-
trian trails, restroom and parking.

The final, middle phase of the 
park will feature a predominantly 
oak grassland with pedestrian trails, 
small picnic areas and a bicycle 
skills loop around the perimeter.

To summarize, the City Council 
and city staff are doing what the coun-
cil voted to do in September 2018 — 
seeking to expand JSOSP by acquiring 
more land from UP. We’ve learned 
during the pandemic how important 
our parks and open spaces are for 
our physical and mental wellbeing; 
JSOSP promises to be another jewel 
in Alameda’s extensive park system.

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft is the 
mayor of Alameda. 

The remaining 
1.72 acres weren’t 
included because 
they were zoned 
residential, making 
the purchase price 
cost prohibitive.

Broken Gas Line Repaired
Sun Staff Reports

The roadway along High Street 
and Central Avenue is still under 
repair almost a week after a gas line 
was damaged by a construction 
company.

As of Tuesday, April 13, PG&E 
personnel continue to work on 
repairing the road along the sur-
rounding areas of the intersection. 
In the early morning hours workers 
close the lane for drivers traveling 
on High Street from Encinal Avenue 
toward Central. Traffic in the oppo-
site direction remains open. By late 
afternoon crews finish for the day 
and the street turns back into a 
two-lane road. Crews are also doing 
work along Central.

The disruption in traffic is the 
result of the gas line being struck 
by the unidentified construction 
company. Alameda police and fire 

departments arrived on the scene 
shortly after 9 a.m. on Thursday, 
April 8. The departments began 
evacuating nearby residences and 
businesses out of concerns for the 
community’s safety due to a natural 
gas leak. 

PG&E personnel were called to 
the scene to repair the gas line. 
While they worked on the gas line, 
APD closed all traffic at the inter-
section and asked residents to take 
a detour around that area. 

The gas leak stopped around 
12:30 p.m., according to an update 
from PG&E. Residents were allowed 
back into their homes around 1:40 
p.m. but were asked to shelter in 
place. A one block radius at the 
intersection remained closed to 
traffic. It is undetermined when the 
construction  in the area will be 
completed.

Ekene Ikeme
The Alameda County Health 

Care Services Agency (ACHCSA) 
announced Alameda County resi-
dents 16 and older are eligible to 
receive a COVID-19 vaccination 
shot. 

The ACHCSA announced the 
update Monday, April 12 on its 
Twitter page. Residents 16 to 17 
years old can only receive the 
Pfizer vaccination, while residents 
18 years and older can receive the 
Moderna vaccine.  

Residents may visit the 
California Department of Public 
Health (CDPH) website, myturn.
ca.gov, to schedule an appoint-
ment. However, as of Tuesday, April 
13, the site lists no appointment 
availability in the seven locations 
in or near Alameda. The seven 
locations are the three Alameda 

Safeway stores. (2227 South Shore 
Center, 2600 Fifth St. and 867 Island 
Dr.); three Oakland Safeway’s (3550 
Fruitvale Ave., 5100 Broadway and 
6310 College Ave.); and the Pak 
N Save at 3889 San Pablo Ave. 
in Emeryville. In fact, of the 25 
locations within a 15-mile radius 
of Alameda listed on the Myturn 
website, only one location, a San 
Francisco Safeway at 730 Taraval 
Street, has limited availability.

A call operator at the CDPH 
said appointment availability on 
the Myturn website fills fast, but 
appointment availability is updated 
regularly. The operator said resi-
dents should visit the site daily.

Residents can sign up for an 
appointment on vaccinefinder.
org. On the website, it shows the 
Walgreens at 2300 Otis Drive has 
the Pfizer vaccine in stock, while 

the CVS at 2314 Santa Clara Ave. has 
the Moderna vaccine available, as 
of Tuesday, April 13. Vaccine avail-
ability is subject to change. 

In ACHCSA’s April 12 Twitter 
post, the Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine is an available option for resi-
dents 18 years and older. However, 
on April 13 the U.S. Food & Drug 
Administration (FDA) and Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
recommended that the United 
States pause the use of the Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine after six cases 
of a severe type of blood clot were 
diagnosed in individuals after 
receiving the vaccine.

“We are recommending a pause 
in the use of this vaccine out of an 
abundance of caution,” stated the 
FDA in a Twitter post.

The FDA stated 6.8 million 
Johnson & Johnson vaccines have 
been administered. A pharmacist 
at the Safeway on Island Drive said 
the company was not administer-
ing the Johnson & Johnson vaccine 
as of last Tuesday, April 13.

For updated Alameda County 
COVID-19 information, visit covid-
19.acgov.org.


