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Sun Staff Reports
The team at the United Afghan Association (UAA) 

chose to hold its Afghan refugee resource fair at the 
Bay Area’s newest outdoor destination, Alameda Point 
Waterfront Park. 

The event took place on March 27. Attendees arrived 
by foot, ferry, car, and the new 78 AC Transit bus to take 
advantage of the many generous programs:  health, vision, 
and dental screenings, assistance seeking employment, 
social services and school enrollment, childcare resources, 
support groups, mental health services, and more! And 
to add some extra festivity, attendees also celebrated 

Ekene Ikeme
The Alameda County Board 

of Supervisors voted to rename 
Highland Hospital in Oakland the 
Wilma Chan Highland Hospital 
Campus in honor of their late col-
league Wilma Chan at its March 
29 meeting.

The measure passed 4-0 (Board 
President Keith Carson, Board 
Vice President Nate Miley, Dave 
Brown and Richard Malle) with 
one supervisor (David Haubert) 
absent for the vote.

At the meeting, Brown, who 
took over District 3 of Alameda 
County after Chan’s passing, said 
that renaming Highland Hospital 
would be a fitting tribute to Chan 
because “she was a longtime 
advocate for quality affordable 
health care for all over her 30-year 
career in public service.”

Brown mentioned Chan’s 
efforts as a California assembly-
member to introduce landmark 
legislation that would cover 
health costs for California’s 
800,000 uninsured children, 
before President Barack Obama’s 
Affordable Care Act. Chan chaired 

the assembly’s Health Committee 
and was appointed to several other 
committees. As an assemblymem-
ber she passed over 70 bills and 
resolution involving health care 
for the vulnerable including a bill 
that would prevent the practice of 
hospitals overcharging uninsured 
and underinsured seniors, chil-
dren and the undocumented.

Chan continued her health 
care advocacy as supervisor. She 
expanded the number of school-
based health clinics, endorsed the 
Measure A health care sales tax, 
and launched her initiative, All 
In, which addressed basic needs, 
economic development, and qual-
ity education for Alameda County 
families.

Chan was instrumental in 
preventing San Leandro Hospital 
from closing by getting the hos-
pital transferred to the Alameda 
Health System from Sutter. She 
also advocated for a big renovation 
of Highland Hospital.

It has not been announced 
when the name change will take 
place.

Chan passed away on Nov. 3, 

Highland Hospital to be Renamed After Former 
County Board Supervisor
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2021, after being struck by a vehi-
cle while walking her dog at the 
intersection of Shore Line Drive 
and Grand Street just after 8 a.m. 
(“Farewell, Wilma Chan” Nov. 9).

The Alameda County Board of 
Supervisors, in collaboration with 
the non-profit Vision Alameda 
County, have established the 
Supervisor Wilma Chan Legacy 
Fund. Chan’s family suggests that 
donations to honor her be contrib-
uted to the Legacy Fund, which 
will support grants to community 
non-profits and other eligible pro-
grams serving a public purpose 
in support of Chan’s legacy. To 
donate or learn more about the 
foundation, visit www.acgov.org/
government/news/wilma-chan-leg-
acy-fund.htm.
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Afghan Resource Fair Held 
at New Alameda Park

Trinity Jones 
On March 30th, Encinal High 

School (EHS) hosted the 2022 
All-City Concert for all Alameda 
Unified School District (AUSD) 
secondary schools. The concert 
featured students from music 
programs across the Island City, 
including EHS, Alameda High 
School, and Lincoln Middle 
School. More than 400 student 
musicians from all three pub-
lic high schools as well as sev-
eral middle schools performed 
for family and friends on Willie 
Stargell Field on EHS’ campus. 

“My favorite part of the whole 
thing is that all these musicians 
and families get to come together 
at the same time,” said Tony 
Gennaro, EHS’ music instructor. 
“We have so many concerts where 
one school plays at a time, but to 
know that there’s other people 
on the island making music, it 
seems important for the students 
to see that they are not the only 
ones doing this.”  

This was the first year where 
both beginner and advanced band 

students performed together, 
allowing sixth and seventh grade 
students to participate in the 
concert. Bringing all the music 
programs together for one night 
allowed some musicians to see 
their former directors. 

“The orchestra killed it,” 
said EHS junior Sammy Boyle. 
“The band did a lot better than 
I expected on some of our later 
pieces but, honestly, the songs 
that we played with the begin-
ning band were a little rough. 
All in all, it was really fun and 
everyone was really excited to 
see their old middle school band 
directors.” 

Regardless of grade, many 
students were thankful they got 
the opportunity to take part in the 
All-City Concert. 

“Overall, it was nice to see 
our work come together and see 
people from other schools do the 
same thing,” said EHS junior 
Lara Natouf. 

Trinity Jones is a student 
journalist for Encinal’s Horizon 
Publications.

AUSD Holds  
All-City Concert

Katherine Mejia 

The Encinal band string section performs at Alameda 
Unified School District’s All-City Concert on March 30. 
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Sun Staff Reports
The City of Alameda is seek-

ing public feedback for its 2022 
draft Housing Element. The city 
released its 2022 draft Housing 
Element Monday, April 4, on a new 
city website.

The city wants to hear from the 
Alameda public to ensure “hous-
ing policies and programs are 
inclusive and represent the values 
and ideas of our city’s diverse 
population,” stated a city press 
release.

“The community plays a criti-
cal role in the creation of these 
plans,” wrote Andrew Thomas, 
Alameda Planning, Building, 
and Transportation Department 
Director. “More than 1,700 com-
munity members and 25 commu-
nity organizations helped us write 
the 2040 Alameda General Plan, 
which the City Council adopted 
in January. We need everyone’s 
help to make this a great Housing 
Element.”

The Housing Element 2022 
update is Alameda’s housing 
plan for the years 2023-2031. It 
is required by State law and it 
must provide for Alameda’s fair 
share of the regional housing 
needs, referred to as the Regional 
Housing Needs Allocation 
(RHNA). The city is required by 

the state of California to build 
6,424 housing units. The Housing 
Element must determine where 
the new units will be located.

“The Housing Element is 
designed to achieve three goals 
for the Alameda community,” the 
draft Housing Element states. 
“Goal 1: Provide an ample supply 
of housing to meet the existing 
and projected housing needs. 
Goal 2: Affirmatively further 
fair housing to foster inclu-
sive neighborhoods and remove 
barriers to housing for vulner-
able communities. Goal 3: End 
and prevent homelessness in 
Alameda.”

To view the draft Housing 
Element, visit https://www.alam-
eda2040.org/housing. The draft 

City Seeks Public Input on 
Draft Housing Element

HOUSING: Page 12

PYATOK Architects

The new senior facility will have 100 housing units for Alameda County senior 
unsheltered residents.

Ekene Ikeme
At its March 28 meeting, mem-

bers of the Alameda Planning 
Board approved a design review 
amendment that will allow 
for the construction of a new 
61,300-square-foot, two-story 
senior convalescent living facility 
on McKay Avenue.

The senior living facility will 
be located on a 3.65-acre site on 
1245 McKay Avenue near Crab 
Cove Regional Park. The McKay 
Avenue location will also house 
a new medical respite build-
ing. Currently, the site contains 
two existing main buildings 
(Buildings 1 and 2) and four 
accessory structures (Buildings 8, 
9, 10, and 13).

The senior living facility will 
be constructed where the current 
Building 2 is located — the medi-
cal respite building will be con-
structed where Building 1 is locat-
ed. In the initial plan, approved 
by City Council in 2020, Building 
2 was not to be demolished, but 
rehabilitated and transformed into 
a 50,517-square-foot senior living 

facility. However, Alameda Point 
Collaborative officials (APC), the 
operator of the new facility, and 
their design team, determined 
the cost to rehabilitate Building 
2 would be finan-
cially infeasible.

“This is an 
amendment that 
was brought about 
by the fact that 
after doing a feasi-
bility assessment 
on rehab and doing 
some exploratory 
demos determined 
the original build-
ings cannot safely 
house the home-
less seniors we 
wanted to serve,” 
said Doug Biggs, 
APC Executive 
Director. “So, we 
have to start from 
the ground up.”

As a result, in December 2020, 
APC applied for a Certificate of 
Approval to demolish the two 
main buildings and four accessory 

buildings on the site. In May 2021, 
the Historical Advisory Board 
(HAB) held a public hearing and 
approved Certificate of Approval 
of the amendment. The decision 

was appealed; the 
City Council later 
upheld HAB’s deci-
sion at its July 6, 
2021, meeting.

With the 
approval, city staff 
began to review 
the changes of 
the design review. 
The new building 
maintains a very 
similar building 
form, height, and 
orientation as the 
existing building 
but is now setback 
20 feet from the 
front property line 
with front yard 
landscaping to 

meet the setback requirements 
of the AP District, according to 
the staff memorandum. The new 

McKay Avenue Facility 
Design Amendment 
Approved by Planning Board
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“Staff reviewed 
the architectural 
plans, and 
we think 
the building 
design that 
Alameda Point 
Collaborative 
brought forward 
looks great”

— Henry Dong,  
City Planning Board 

Member


