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NASASpaceflight LLC/Astra Space Inc.

Astra’s Rocket 3.3 vehicle lifts off March 15 from 
Kodiak Island, Alaska, carrying payloads for three cus-
tomers in a mission arranged by Spaceflight. 
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Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda Housing 

Authority (AHA) recently com-
pleted a purchase of the prop-
erty at 2615 Eagle Avenue from the 
Alameda Unified School District 
(AUSD).

The two sides held a small cer-
emony to celebrate the property 
transfer on March 21 at AUSD’s 
central office. The 1.05-acre 
site once housed the district’s 
Maintenance Yard.

AHA will use the property to 
build an affordable housing devel-
opment. The organization plans to 
build 40 to 50 affordable rental 
homes on the site, according to a 
joint press release from AUSD and 
AHA. The higher capacity will allow 
AHA to help alleviate the housing 
crisis in the Bay Area by building 
more housing for families. The 
apartment units will be affordable 
to households making between 
20-80% of area median income and 
will include a preference for indi-
viduals who live and work in the 
City of Alameda including AUSD 
employees.

“This site 
acquisition is key 
to the Housing 
Authority’s mission 
of preserving and 
increasing afford-
able housing in 
Alameda and fur-
ther strengthens 
our longstanding 
partnership with 
the school dis-
trict,” said Vanessa 
Cooper, AHA execu-
tive director, in the 
joint statement. “We are particu-
larly pleased that this acquisition 
will provide a valuable mid-island 
location for affordable housing.”

The site was the location of 
the district’s Maintenance Yard 
since 1924. It has housed AUSD’s 
trade shops, (such as for carpen-
try, plumbing, gardening, paint-
ing, and HVAC) and a district 
warehouse. However, the district 
said the buildings and pavement 
on the property had fallen into 
significant disrepair and were 
even unsafe in some areas. Public 
discussions about what to do 
with the three parcels on the site 
began in September 2017, when 
the AUSD Board of Education first 
gave direction to staff to form 
a District Advisory Committee to 
analyze and make recommenda-
tions on various AUSD real estate 

holdings.
Meanwhile, in August 2018, 

the district re-acquired the 
Miller Elementary School site on 
Singleton Avenue from the U.S. 
Navy with the intention of con-
verting it into a new Maintenance 
Yard. With the Singleton Avenue 

property, the 
Board declared 
the Maintenance 
Yard site “sur-
plus property” in 
August 2020. Four 
months later, the 
California State 
Board of Education 
approved AUSD’s 
request to sell the 
property.

The district 
issued a Request 
for Proposals for 
the property in 

January 2021. AUSD selected AHA’s 
proposal for a reported $2.5 mil-
lion. The deal was approved by the 
Board at its Aug. 10, 2021, meeting.

“This agreement between 
AUSD and AHA helps both agen-
cies attain valuable resourc-
es at this time,” said AUSD 
Superintendent Pasquale Scuderi 
at the time of the sale. “AHA 
now has a site for much-needed 
affordable housing in this town, 
and AUSD now has a bigger, safer 
Maintenance Yard. These kinds of 
partnerships serve to make com-
munities more united, more cohe-
sive, and more resilient; it has 
been a pleasure working with the 
Housing Authority.”

AHA will start design and 
development in 2022 and seek 
funding in 2023. Groundbreaking 
is scheduled for 2024.

Alameda School District and 
Housing Authority Complete 
Eagle Avenue Property Transfer

City of Alameda

Representatives of AUSD and AHA met March 21 
to sign documents related to the purchase and sale 
of 2615 Eagle Avenue. (left to right) AHA Board of 
Commissioners Chairman Carly Grob, AHA Executive 
Director Vanessa Cooper, AUSD Board of Education 
President Jennifer Williams, AUSD Superintendent 
Pasquale Scuderi.

Google Maps

The property at 2615 
Eagle Avenue once 
housed the school district 
Maintenance and Supply 
Department.

“We are 
particularly 
pleased that this 
acquisition will 
provide a valuable 
mid-island location 
for affordable 
housing.”

— Vanessa Cooper,  
AHA Executive Director

Sun Staff Reports 
Alameda police officers took 

one person into custody for alleged 
assault with a deadly weapon and 
attempted homicide after an alter-
cation Sunday, March 27 at Bowlero 
bowling alley at 300 Park Street.

At 9:45 p.m., the Alameda 
Police Department (APD) 
responded to a report of an in-

progress dispute involving mul-
tiple parties. Upon arrival, officers 
learned the altercation resulted 
in several individuals sustain-
ing injuries. At least one of the 
victims sustained potentially life-
threatening injuries caused by 
stab wounds, according to APD Lt. 
Alan Kuboyama.

The suspect, an adult male 

whose name has not been released, 
has been charged with one count of 
attempted homicide and two counts 
of assault with a deadly weapon. 

Oakland man, Antwaun 
Williams, 19, was shot and killed 
on Nov. 19, 2016 at the same 
location, when it was called AMF 
South Shore Lanes. No one has 
been arrested for Williams’ death.

Police Arrest Man for Attempted 
Homicide, Assault with Deadly Weapon 

Tree Planting 
at Tillman

Sun Staff Reports 
The Rotary Club of Alameda partnered with 100K Trees for Humanity and the Alameda Recreation and Park Department to plant 

16 trees in Tillman Park, located at 200 Aughinbaugh Way, on Feb. 26th, 10 of which were sponsored by the Rotary.  
The Rotary Club of Alameda gives back to the community in many ways, including its seventh area of focus, protecting the 

environment. To learn more about the Rotary Club visit their website at https://portal.clubrunner.ca/4362.
Since 1920 Alameda Rotary has been serving the City of Alameda, the surrounding community, and the international commu-

nity. 
100K Trees for Humanity is an urban reforestation tree planting organization. They organize cities and communities to plant 

trees for climate and for public health.

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft 
We got the money! Last month 

I reported that Alameda applied 
for a $12.3 million Homekey grant 
from California’s Department 
of Housing and Community 
Development (HCD). Good news: 
Our application was successful! 

Residents often ask, “What is 
Alameda doing about homeless-
ness?” These grant funds help 
answer that question. Alameda 
will use this money to construct 
Dignity Village, which includes 46 
modular units of transitional sup-
portive housing, and an additional 
unit for an onsite manager. Up to 
61 homeless adults — individuals 
and couples — will have their own 
rooms with private bathrooms, 
and access to on-site “wraparound 
services.” These services include 
being connected to medical care, 
mental health services, and sub-
stance abuse treatment, help find-
ing employment, and assistance 
securing and maintaining perma-
nent housing. 

Dignity Village, and similar 

projects, will also help to signifi-
cantly reduce homelessness in 
the Bay Area. That’s because this 
transitional, or interim, housing 
is an important element of the All 
Home Regional Action Plan (RAP) 
to reduce unsheltered homeless-
ness in the Bay Area by 75 percent 
by 2024, through creating per-
manent solutions, not temporary 
fixes. 

Launched in April 2021 by All 
Home, a non-profit focused on 
reducing poverty and homeless-
ness, RAP is based on a “1-2-4 
framework.” Specifically, for every 
unit of interim housing, there 
should be simultaneous invest-
ment in two units of permanent 
housing, and four units of home-
lessness prevention programs. 
This formula is designed to pro-
vide permanent housing solutions 
for unsheltered individuals, while 
preventing others from becoming 
homeless. Visit allhomeca.org for 
more information. 

Why does the second element 

of the RAP formula call for two 
units of permanent housing for 
every one unit of interim housing? 
Because not all individuals who 
find themselves homeless need 
wraparound services; they simply 
need a roof over their head. The 
permanent housing requirement 
can be satisfied with new afford-
able housing contemplated in 
updates to the Housing Element 
of our General Plan. 

This Housing Element update 
process is currently underway 
and will include online and in-

Delivering Dignity to 
Alameda’s Unsheltered 
Community
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Sun Staff Reports
Alameda-based Astra Space Inc. 

successfully launched its Rocket 
3.3 vehicle into orbit on March 15. 
It was the first time an Astra rocket 
was able to release a payload into 
low Earth orbit.

The Rocket 3.3 vehicle, using 
launch vehicle LV0009, lifted off 
at 12:22 p.m. Eastern time from 
Pacific Spaceport Complex in 
Kodiak, Alaska. The launch attempt 
was supposed to take place the pre-
vious day but was postponed due to 
poor weather.

The mission, the first in a 
multilaunch agreement with 
launch services provider 
Spaceflight, carried payloads for 
three customers. One payload, 
called EyeStar-S4 and devel-
oped by NearSpace Launch, was 
designed to remain attached to 
the second stage to test intersat-
ellite communications technolo-
gies the company plans to use on 
future satellites.

A second payload was OreSat0, 
a cubesat or cube-shaped satellite, 
developed by the student group, 
the Portland State Aerospace 
Society. The third payload was 
from Swarm Technologies, is a 
private company building a low 
Earth orbit satellite constellation 
for communications with Internet 
Of Things devices.

Astra Chief Executive Chris 
Kemp said the payloads were com-
municating with ground stations, 
confirming successful separation. 
“The flight was nominal,” he said 

Astra Launches Rocket and Payload into Space

on a company webcast. “We were 
able to precisely deliver to the tar-
geted orbit and inclination at orbit-
al velocity.” Astra said before the 
launch the vehicle would deliver 
the payloads to a sun-synchronous 
orbit at an altitude of 525 kilome-
ters.

The liftoff and ascent went as 
expected. That included the suc-
cessful separation of the payload 
fairing after the first stage engines 
shut down and before separation of 
the second stage.

This was the first launch 
attempt for Astra since the 
February launch failure from Cape 
Canaveral, Fla. that carried four 
NASA and university cubesats on a 
launch arranged by NASA’s Venture 

Class Launch Services program 
(“Astra Rocket Unable to Complete 
NASA Mission,” Feb. 11). An inves-
tigation into the launch’s failure 
concluded “a payload fairing wir-
ing problem as well as a software 
glitch with the thrust vector con-
trol system on the second stage,” 
caused the problem, according to 
an Astra report.

Kemp said that the next three 
launches Astra has planned 
will take place from Florida, 
carrying cubesats for NASA’s 
Time-Resolved Observations of 
Precipitation structure and storm 
Intensity with a Constellation of 
Smallsats (TROPICS) Earth sci-
ence mission. Those launches are 
scheduled for this spring.


