
Sun Staff Reports
The City of Alameda will be 

looking to hire a new city manager 
after former City Manager Eric 
Levitt was hired for the same role 
for the City of Fullerton.

The City of Fullerton made the 
announcement on March 15, at 
their City Council meeting. Levitt 
will begin his tenure as Fullerton 
City Manager on May 10, accord-
ing to reports.

Fullerton Mayor Fred Jung said 
in a statement Levitt’s experience 
in local government set him apart 
after an “extensive recruitment 
process” for the position.

“His extensive knowledge of 
economic development and expe-
rience navigating fiscal chal-
lenges to maintain organizational 
stability were important factors in 
his selection by the City Council,” 
said Jung. “In addition, he has a 
proven track record in local gov-
ernment and values dialogue with 
our community members and our 
city council.”

Levitt’s departure comes as a 
bit of a shock to city officials. 
The City of Alameda website still 
has not mentioned his departure. 
When contacted by the Alameda 

Sun about Levitt’s departure, 
Alameda Public Information 
Officer Sarah Henry said the city, 
nor the mayor, has made an offi-
cial comment about Levitt and no 
interim city manager has been 
named.

“The City Council will meet 
on April 5 and the agenda will 
be posted this Thursday,” wrote 
Henry in an email. “That meeting 
will include an item in closed ses-
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Sun Staff Reports
Alameda Fire Department 

(AFD) personnel responded to a 
reported house fire Sunday morn-
ing on the 1300 block of Clinton 
Avenue.

AFD firefighters arrived at the 
scene just after 6 a.m., accord-
ing to reports. Video from the 
scene shows multiple firefighters 
entering and on the roof of the 
home trying to put the blaze out. 
The video was posted to the AFD 
Instagram page. 

The first arriving crew reported 
the fire in the rear of the single-
family home. Fire crews made an 
aggressive fire attack and extin-
guished the fire. AFD reported 
the fire was brought under control 
about 50 minutes after firefight-
ers arrived at the scene. AFD dis-
patched four engines, two trucks, 
one rescue crew, one mobile cri-
sis unit, one medic ambulance, 
and two chief officers to fight the 
blaze.

There was extensive fire and 
smoke damage throughout the 
home. A fire investigator was 
called to the scene to perform a 
Cause & Origin Investigation.

The home belonged to Eloise 
and Tony Torres. The Torres fam-
ily, including their son Brent and 
granddaughter Kaya, were able to 
evacuate the home without injury. 
The blaze left the home unin-
habitable. A friend of the Torres 
family set up a GoFundMe page to 
offer financial help to the family. 
To donate to the GoFundMe, visit 
www.gofundme.com/f/rebuild-the-
torres-family-home.

Alameda Police Department, 
Alameda Municipal Power, PG&E, 
and the City of Alameda Building 
Department assisted AFD dur-
ing the ordeal. Oakland Fire 
Department units provided mutu-
al aid cover while AFD personnel 
were fighting the blaze. There 
were no reports of any injuries to 
fire personnel.

City of Alameda

The Alameda Wellness Campus, scheduled to open in 2024, will include a 50-bed 
medical respite center.

Alameda Fire Department

Alameda Fire Department 
personnel worked to put 
out a house fire on the 
1300 block of Clinton 
Avenue Sunday morning.
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Karin Jensen
On March 15, Doug Biggs, 

Executive Director of Alameda 
Point Collaborative, updated City 
Council on what’s happening at 
the Alameda Wellness Campus.

The campus will provide:
• 100 permanent housing 

units for Alameda County resi-
dents ages 55+

• 50-bed recuperative care for 
unhoused Alameda County resi-
dents to resolve acute conditions, 
stabilize chronic conditions, and 
receive hospice care

• A Primary Care Clinic for 
medical respite patients and 
senior housing residents

• Resource Center for home-
lessness prevention and place-
ment for unhoused and at-risk 
City of Alameda individuals and 
families

The campus will be across from 
the Crab Cove Visitor Center on 
McKay Avenue. Construction will 
begin on July 1 and is scheduled 
to finish on Oct. 31, 2024.

Pressing Need
Biggs discussed the pressing 

need for the campus, noting that 
many older adults are one cri-
sis away from being unsheltered, 
with many becoming unsheltered 
because of medical conditions or 
the loss of a job or spouse. Once 
unsheltered, medical conditions 
degrade rapidly. When unhoused 
people need medical services, 
they often don’t get it and end up 
dying on the streets.

EveryOne Home’s “Point in 
Time Count” study reported there 
were 8,000 homeless in Alameda 

County in 2019. (EveryOne 
Home is a nonprofit whose mis-
sion is to end homelessness in 
Alameda County. Every two years, 
the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development requires 
communities to conduct a Point-
in-Time Count of individuals, 
youth, and families experiencing 
homelessness and provide accom-
panying data.) Of these, 32% were 
over 55 years old. Counts did not 
occur in 2020 and 2021 due to 
COVID-19, and data is not yet 
available for 2022. However, Biggs 
believes the number of unhoused 
has increased significantly since 
2019.

Ongoing Outreach  
and Oversight

The Alameda Point 
Collaborative (APC) is preparing 
to gather baseline air and sound 
quality data. It is developing an 
app to make it easy for the com-
munity to submit concerns and 
questions. Finally, it will coordi-
nate with the East Bay Regional 
Parks District to ensure that con-
struction doesn’t impact their pro-
gramming. Biggs also noted that a 
Community Oversight Committee 
continues to meet regularly.

Interpretive Signage
The campus will include inter-

pretive signage. The architects 
are preparing a description of the 
interior and exterior features, site 
history, and the significance of 
each building.

APC is working with local artist 
Ryan Lalonde to create interpre-
tive panels covering the following 
events and periods: Original land 

of Huichin — the Ohlone people’s 
home, rancheros and trains at the 
start of Alameda, Neptune Beach, 
the U.S. Merchant Marines, the 
bombing of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs in 1975, and the current 
opening of the Campus.

Key Milestones
The campus has received $15 

million in one-time state funding 
for capital costs to build the med-
ical respite building and recently 
won a $3-million award from the 
California Endowment.

They have also secured 
partnerships with Kaiser 
Permanente, Alameda County, 
the California Healthcare 
Foundation, Anthem Foundation, 
Sutter Health, and the California 
Wellness Foundation.

The campus has completed 
design development and received 
initial planning approvals.

“I had the pleasure of pay-
ing the City of Alameda $400,000 
recently for building permits and 
the associated taxes and fees for 
the Wellness Center,” said Biggs. 
“Those building permit applica-
tions are being reviewed now.”

Council Support
Mayor Ezzy Ashcraft and 

Councilmember John Knox White 
noted the council’s support for the 
project and offered to extend the 
city’s help should impediments 
arise. Ashcraft concluded, “Our 
entire staff understands the grav-
ity and need for this project.”

For more information on the 
Alameda Wellness Campus, visit 
www.alamedawellnesscampus.
org.

Alameda Collaborative Executive 
Gives Council Campus Update

AFD Firefighters Put Out Clinton Avenue House Fire

Ekene Ikeme
The Alameda Police 

Department (APD) announced 
at a press conference Tuesday, 
March 22, the department recently 
solved a 45-year murder investiga-
tion.

The investigation stems from a 
stabbing incident that took place 
on March 16, 1977. On the fateful 
night, 43-year-old Richard Bischel, 
Sr. sustained 10 stab wounds dur-
ing an attempted burglary, while 
at home with his young son. He 
died from his injuries at the hos-
pital.

APD identified Richard Curley 
Bernard as the person responsible 
for the murder, citing evidence 
and positive DNA confirmation. 

The case was solved by the APD 
Cold Case Unit. The unit is led 
by retired APD detective Lorenzo 
Graham. At the press conference 
Graham said the unit submitted 
critical evidence to the Serological 
Research Institute (SERI), a 
non-profit California corpora-
tion providing a broad spectrum 
of biological testing services, for 
examination. The institute is 

located in Richmond. The piece 
of evidence was a blood-stained 
jacket confiscated from Bernard’s 
residence after the murder. APD 
said Bernard wore the jacket dur-
ing the incident. The SERI exami-
nation determined the blood on 
the jacket belonged to Bischel, Sr. 

APD questioned Bernard short-
ly after the murder but technology 
at the time did not give them the 
ability to determine whose blood 
it was, but that has changed with 
the advancement in technology.

After a month-long inves-
tigation, the unit submitted its 
findings to the Alameda County 
District Attorney’s Office who sup-
ported the conclusion of the inves-
tigation.

Graham said that Bernard 
was a career criminal who was 
arrested and convicted for a 
series of Alameda burglaries and 
two known rapes in the 1970s. 
Bernard was also alleged to have 
committed more than 100 burglar-
ies. Bernard was released from jail 
in 1983. He was shot and killed in 
1989 in Texas.

Alameda Police Department

Richard Bischel, Jr. stands behind a picture of his father 
Richard Bischel, Sr. who was stabbed to death in 
Alameda on March 16, 1977.

Alameda Police Solve  
45-Year-Old Cold Case Homicide
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Eric Levitt left his Alameda 
City Manager position to 
take the same position for 
the City of Fullerton.

City Manager Leaves 
for New Position
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Terry Winckler
A scout master who has likely guided more boys to become Eagle Scouts than 

any leader in Alameda history was honored Sunday, March 20, by nearly 200 scouts, 
family members, and friends as he closed out his scouting career by inducting his 
final four Eagles.

Many of Neal Jarecki’s 34 Eagles were on hand to pay him tribute, including some 
who followed him from Cub Scout Pack 1015, where he was cub master, to Boy Scout 
Troop 73, which he served in various leadership roles, including scout master. Each of 
the newest Eagles offered praise and tales of Jarecki as they came forward to receive 
the highest achievement in scouting.

“It takes more than 700 requirements to become an Eagle,” said Jarecki, as he 
introduced the newest inductees.

Of the plaudits and praise Jarecki received, including many ovations, “legendary” 
was repeated by several scouts, leaders, and parents. And no one was more laudatory 
than an Eagle from years ago, Joey Colton, who thanked Jarecki for not giving up 
on him.

Also honored Sunday night was long-time Troop 73 leader Mark Sifling, who has 
mentored scouts for more than two dozen years and was himself an Eagle at 14.

Leader of Eagle Scouts Honored in Alameda

Terry Winckler

Alameda Troop 73 leader Neal Jarecki 
(center) with his four newest Eagle 
Scouts (from left) Quinn Rasmussen, 
Aidan O’Grady, Robert Lebbert, and 
Kyle Long.


