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School is Back!
Sun Staff Reports

Alameda schools began a reopening process this week. Above, students at 
Paden Elementary School follow new protocols before school started Monday. 
Students were divided into two cohorts: roomers and zoomers. One group 

attends virtually while the other group attends in classroom. The groups will then 
alternate so that exposure to potential disease is limited while in-person learning 
increases. “We feel good about it,” said Paden parent Craig Williams. “The effort 
was well coordinated ... it took lots of logistics.”

Joshua Linville

Helping Clothe 
Families in Need

Story and photo by Maurice Ramirez

Umid holds his 10-month-old 
daughter Rachel as he picks 
out shoes at Wood Middle 

School during a two-day event that 
Alameda Unified School District staff 
and teachers organized to help needy 
families with new shoes, clothes and 
supplies donated by All Good Living 
Foundation.

Updated General Plan 2040 Released

Mayor Hosts DA

Ekene Ikeme
The City of Alameda released 

an update to its draft 2040 General 
Plan March 2 for public review. This 
draft includes feedback from four 
Planning Board forums, surveys, 
city staff and community group 
meetings conducted in the fall of 
2020.

The objective of the new 
General Plan is to create city-
wide policies that will promote 
a healthy, equitable and inclu-
sive city; preserve and enhance 
Alameda’s unique character; pro-
tect the environment; and enhance 
mobility and accessibility. 

This General Plan will be in 
place for at least the next 20 years. 
The City’s current General Plan has 
not been comprehensively updat-
ed since 1991. The 1991 plan was 
designed to serve Alameda until 
2010. California State law requires 
that every city adopt and maintain 
an up to date, internally consistent 
General Plan. 

The plan is divided into six sec-
tions, or elements. City staff uses 
the elements as the baseline to 
make improvements to city policies 
to ensure positive development for 
the community. Each element has 
several goals.

The Land Use and City Design 
Element establishes how land uses 
are to be distributed across the 
city and where new development 
may be accommodated in support 
of the city’s numerous climate and 
transportation polices. While dis-
tributing land uses, the element’s 
goal is to take into account fair 
and equitable access to affordable 
housing, employment and different 
city services. Other goals include 
strengthening the Alameda business 
community and making Alameda 
a more environmentally sensitive 
waterfront community.

The Conservation and Climate 
Action Element establishes the 
actions necessary to conserve and 
protect Alameda’s natural resourc-
es.

One of its goals is to reduce 
the community’s greenhouse gas 
emissions. To accomplish this, 
the City plans to promote climate-

Juan Cobo
We’re all astronauts now, 

breathing through funny 
masks and navigating clumsily 
across a planet we don’t rec-
ognize. Afraid, not just for our-
selves, but how we may affect 
others on our voyage home. 

Now imagine how Michael 
Collins, Buzz Aldrin, and 
Neil Armstrong felt for three 
strange weeks in the summer 
of 1969. 

Alameda, and its legend-
ary Naval base, are home to 
the largest artifact related 
to what is widely considered 
the greatest achievement in 
humankind: placing American 
astronauts on the moon. 

That artifact is none 
other than U.S.S. Hornet, 
CV-12, which the Navy built 
to replace CV-8, one of World 
War II’s most-decorated ves-
sels, which Admiral William 
Halsey ordered sunk after the 
Battle of Santa Cruz Islands in 
October 1942. 

The new Hornet embarked 
on a career of its own. This 
included the carrier’s roles 
as the retrieval vessel for 
the Apollo 11 and Apollo 12 
splashdown capsules. 

It was there that the astro-
nauts waited patiently for 
medical clearance to rejoin the 
human race. 

Before that could happen 
they had to be quarantined 
on board the ship in a cus-
tom-built, hermetically sealed 
Airstream mobile home (the 
Mobile Quarantine Facility, or 
MQF), on board the ship for 
21 days.

As far as being one of the 
most ambitious and expen-
sive engineering and scientific 
undertakings in history, it was 
also one of the riskiest. 

No one knew whether the 
astronauts would return with 
potentially dangerous radio-
active particles from space, 
sometimes referred to as 
“moon germs.” Could they set 
off some kind of space plague? 

Could they endanger the 
public? “Moon germs” may 
sound funny now, but they 
were taken very seriously in 
1969.

Dennis Evanosky
Mayor Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft 

will host Alameda County District 
Attorney (DA) Nancy O’Malley dur-
ing a Zoom town hall meeting at 
noon, tomorrow, Friday, March 19.

Representatives from the 
Alameda Police Department and 
the Asian-American and Asian 
Pacific Islanders communities will 
join the mayor and DA. 

They will discuss how they are 
addressing recent violence toward 
these groups.

In one of the more brutal exam-
ples of this violence, O’Malley’s 
office charged Teaunte Baileya 
with murder last Thursday, March 
11. Court papers allege that 
Baileya assaulted and robbed a 
75-year-old Asian man on Tuesday, 
March 9. 

The Oakland Police Department 
reported that the man was walk-
ing down the street when Baileya 
pushed him to the ground and 
robbed him. The victim died two 
day later. 

NASA.GOV

Pres. Richard Nixon welcomes home the Moon 
Men themselves: (left to right) Neil Armstrong, 
Michael Collins and Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin under 
the most strict protection measures ever devised. 

USS Hornet Praticed Social 
Distancing with President

 The safety of Pres. Richard 
Nixon who wanted to wish the 
astronauts a safe return in per-
son was in potential jeopardy. 
Any and all eventualities were 
taken into consideration to 
protect all of those onboard.

The Alameda Sun was 
recently honored by author 
and veteran Bob Fish, to take 
an extensive tour on board 
the Hornet and set the record 
straight on the myth of these 
so-called “moon germs” and 
the meticulous precautions 
that were taken during the 
retrieval of Apollo 11. 

Fish has personally inter-
viewed dozens of astronauts, 
engineers and military person-
nel to create his book, Hornet 
Plus Three, possibly the most 
comprehensive public docu-
ment of the event. 

This coincides with the 
limited reopening of the 
Hornet Museum and release 
of Todd Douglas Miller’s new 
film, “Apollo Quarantine” cur-
rently available on Amazon 
and other streaming services. 

Deborah Bevilacqua

Bob Fish, author of 
Hornet Plus Three, gave 
the Alameda Sun a per-
sonal tour of the carrier. 

Hornet CV-12 
was the retrieval    
vessel for the 
Apollo 11 and 
12 splashdown    
capsules. 

friendly modes of transportation. 
The city will increase the number 
of electric-vehicle charging stations 
in the city, require electric-vehicle 
charging stations at all new hous-
ing developments, replace pub-
lic fleet vehicles with zero emis-
sion vehicles and encourage AC 
Transit and the Water Emergency 
Transportation Agency to diesel-
emission modes of transportation 
with low emission vehicles and ves-
sels. 

Other goals of the Conservation 
& Climate Action Element include 
empowering the community to 
address local and global environ-
mental and climatic emergencies; 
prepare the community to adapt to 
climate challenges such as severe 
flooding and extreme heat; and pro-
tect and conserve Alameda’s natu-
ral resources.

Other elements in the draft plan 
include Mobility (transportation), 
Housing, Open Space and Parks 

and Health and Safety.
City staff developed the first 

draft of the 2040 General Plan in 
August 2020. Between August and 
December 2020, the Planning Board 
and staff have taken part in public 
forums for input from residents.  
Video forums took place on Sept. 
14, Oct. 12, Nov. 9 and Dec. 14. 
To view these forums, visit alam-
eda2040.org/engage. The Planning 
Board agendas and city staff 
reports are also available online. 

The updated draft General Plan 
is currently in the public review 
stage until May 17. City officials ask 
residents to read the report and 
leave a comment on the General 
Plan website or mail a hard copy let-
ter to the city’s Planning, Building 
and Transportation department: 
2263 Santa Clara Ave., Room 190, 
Alameda, Ca. 94501.

To view the 157-page updated 
draft General Plan, visit alame-
da2040.org.

This recalls the murder of 
Cindy Le outside Pho An Dao, the 
restaurant she owned on Webster 
Street in Alameda. 

Police arrested two Oakland 
men, 39-year-old Donte Holloway, 
and 38-year-old Paul Paez. 
O’Malley’s office charged both 
men in Le’s killing.

Former Pres. Donald Trump 
encouraged such prejudice. On 
June 20, 2020, he called COVID-
19 the “Chinese Virus.”  He later 
referred to the disease the “Kung 
Flu.” 

In contrast, on Jan. 27, 
President Joe Biden called the 
resurgence of xenophobia, particu-
larly against Asian Americans and 
Pacific Islanders “unacceptable 
and un-American.”

Noemi Gomez and Hanping 
Qian’s opinion piece “Help Stop 
Hate against Asians” on page 4 
also addresses this issue. 

To join tomorrow’s town hall 
meeting log in at shorturl.at/
quA47; password, Alameda.


