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Library announces annual Peeps 
contest is ready for entries.

HOMETOWN NEWS 
Diorama contest set  Page 3

Golf club hosts legendary 
Ham Shoot tournament.

SPORTS 
Women’s Golf           Page 8

Fancy headed ducks in town  
for a limited time.

ALAMEDA WILDLIFE 
Hooded merganser    Page 3
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Date Rise Set
Today 07:20 19:16
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Mar. 22 07:11 19:22
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Today is Lips Appreciation Day!

Sun Staff Reports
The annual Alameda All-City Music Concert took place 

Friday, March 10, at the Alameda High School gymnasium.
This concert showcased the classical music talents of 

the band and orchestra students from all over the Island. 
Hundreds of students from Wood Middle School, Lincoln 
Middle School, the Academy of Alameda, Encinal Junior/
Senior High School, and Alameda High School packed 
the gym to perform in front of family, friends and fellow 
students.

For many years now the Alameda music teachers have 
teamed together to present this amazing celebration of 
music across the Island. All the musicians and directors 
practiced for many hours to make this event happen. 

Julie Larson at Wood Middle School, Claire Phillips, 
interim sub for music director Bailey Hardman at the 
Academy of Alameda, Jesse Russell at Lincoln Middle 
School, Tyra Ingram Cable at Alameda High School, and 
Mitchell Wagner at Encinal Junior/Senior High School led 
their students at the concert.

Mia Schneider

Student musicians go through their final preparation before the big concert.

Island Students Join in All-City Music Concert

Sadie Merry 

Encinal High School students Mateo Delgado and Molly Boyle perform during 
Alameda Unified School District’s (AUSD) All-City Concert on March 10.

Sadie Merry 

Lincoln Middle School Band Director 
Jesse Russell conducts during 
AUSD’s All-City Concert.

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft
Islands need bridges

As an island, Alameda relies on 
four bridges and an underwater 
tunnel, the Tube, for access to and 
from the island. On Sunday, Feb. 
19, half of our bridges were out 
of commission following a PG&E-
caused power outage. 

Both the Fruitvale and High 
Street Bridges had been opened to 
allow a sailboat to pass and it took 
Alameda County, which operates 
and maintains the bridges, almost 
three hours to dispatch an engi-
neer and emergency generator to 
close the bridges. 

More significant than the 
major traffic congestion this 
caused in Alameda and Oakland 
were the health and safety impli-
cations, for example, if emergency 
vehicles had been prevented from 
entering or leaving the Island. 

The following day City 
Manager Jen Ott and I met with 
Alameda County Supervisor Lena 
Tam and the County Public Works 
Director to express our concern 
about the incident and learn how 
it happened. 

U.S. Coast Guard regulations 
govern the operation of bridges 
over navigable waterways.Ott and 
Public Works Director Erin Smith 
have requested a meeting with 
U.S. Coast Guard District Eleven’s 
Chief of Prevention, as well as 
County Public Works officials to 
explore how to prevent a similar 
incident happening in the future. 

We hope to have more infor-
mation to share with the public 
soon.

Are you prepared for the 
next storm? 

More rain is forecast for the 
coming days so now is the time 
to get ready. You may want to 
hire an arborist to inspect trees 
on your property that could cause 
damage during a storm. Be sure 
to clear roof gutters of leaves and 
debris, but never put leaves or 
yard waste in the street gutter; 
use your green bin instead. 

Remember to park vehicles and 
place waste containers 1 foot away 
from the curb so stormwater can 
flow unobstructed. Please do not 
drive through flooded intersections 
or roadways because water depth 
could be deep enough to cause 
vehicles to lose control or stall.

Sandbags are available for 
Alameda residents at the Alameda 
Point sandbag station at Saratoga 
Street and West Ranger Avenue, 
next to the parking lot behind City 
Hall West. Please take no more 
than five sandbags.

We sometimes experience 
power outages during storms so if 
you, or someone you know relies 
on critical health maintenance 
equipment that runs on electric 
power, Alameda Municipal Power 
(AMP) recommends that you also 
have battery back-up or a genera-
tor for use during power outages. 

If you do use critical health 
maintenance equipment, AMP 
offers a 10 percent medical dis-
count on your electric bill. The 
application form is available at 
alamedamp.com (search “Medical 
Discount Program”) or call 510-
748-3900 to apply.

Calling all Alameda teens
Summer jobs are an excellent 

way for teens to explore possi-
ble career paths, gain valuable 
experience, and earn money. 
(As a teen, I spent several enjoy-
able summers working for the 
Alameda Recreation and Parks 
Department.) All Alameda teen-
agers are invited to attend the 
Alameda Youth Career & Job 
Fair, Wednesday, March 29, from 
1 to 4 p.m. in the Encinal Junior 
& Senior High School Gym, 210 
Central Ave. 

Employers looking to hire 
teens this summer include:

• Lawrence Berkeley National 
   Laboratory
• East Bay Regional Park 
   District Lifeguard Services
• Alameda Fire Department
• Alameda Recreation and 
   Parks Department
• City of Alameda
• DOER Marine
• Bladium Sports & Fitness
• American Cancer Society
• Operating Engineers Local 

3, Ironworkers Local 378, and 
UA Local 342 JATC Plumber/
Steamfitters (Apprenticeships) 
and more.

Interested businesses, non-
profit organizations and trade 
associations can register for a 
free table up to March 16 at https://
tinyurl.com/YouthCareerFair2023. 
For more information contact Eric 
Fonstein, efonstein@alamedaca.
gov or 510-747-6895.

Stay safe and dry! Explore sum-
mer jobs for teens! Be Alameda 
Strong!

Mayor Covers Several 
Local Topics of Interest
Updates offered on bridge interruption, storms, job fair 

Council Favors Phased-Sell Strategy
Alameda Point property will slowly become private 

Ekene Ikeme
At its March 7 meeting, Alameda 

City Council provided feedback to 
staff regarding the numerous strat-
egies for the future of the Reuse 
Area at Alameda Point. Council 
told staff that it favored the mixed/
phased sale strategy for the build-
ings that occupy the Reuse Area.

The mixed/phased sale strat-
egy would sell much of the prop-
erty to private ownership gradu-
ally over time. The city would then 
use the funds to build and con-
struct new infrastructure while 
retaining high-value buildings to 
lease until the area’s operating 
costs are reduced. Other buildings 
would remain available for lease 
until the property is ready for sell.

According to Alameda Public 
Works Director Erin Smith, exist-
ing infrastructure is more than 70 
years old. Smith told the council 
at the meeting that new infra-
structure will cost an estimated 
$700 million or $2 million per acre. 
Much of the cost would be for 
new roadways, utilities (water and 
gas facilities) and flood protection. 
Smith also said the city cannot 
facilitate long-term private use or 
build new housing, parks, or busi-
nesses without new infrastructure. 

“[With] new cohesive and 
backbone infrastructure system, 
not only does that mitigate our risk 
related to the old infrastructure, 
but it really allows us to move 
forward new infrastructure, new 
investment and businesses,” said 
Alameda City Manager Jennifer 
Ott.

Besides building new backbone 
infrastructure at Alameda Point, 
city staff said the strategy had two 
other goals. First, it will allow them 
to generate sufficient lease rev-
enue to cover operating expenses. 
Second, it will deliver community 
benefits to the city such as the 
development of a new regional 
sports complex, job creation, 
affordable housing and more.

Council heard three other 
strategies for the Reuse Area. 
First, sell the property in the near-
term. Second, a long-term hold, 
which will continue lease proce-
dures that can fund the new infra-
structure. Lastly, a portfolio sale 
to one master developer. An inde-
pendent consult said the mixed/
phased sale strategy was better 
than these options. 

David Desmond from KMA 
Analysis said with a phased sale 
the city can wait until each build-

ing is most ripe for sale and then 
put it on the market. 

The council was in favor of the 
mix/phased sell strategy. However, 
Councilmember Trish Herrera 
Spencer emphasized that it will 
be important to sell buildings at 
market rate.

“I do think it’s important to 
sell at market rate as in putting 
buildings up and finding out who 
wants to pay the most for our 
buildings,” said Spencer. “I have 
been concerned in the past that 
we like pick and choose who we 
want to do business with and 
there could be a lot of reasons 
why those tenants get chosen and 
those businesses get chosen and 
they’re not necessarily paying as 
much as someone else would be 
offering.”

The Reuse Area overlays with 
the Nationally Registered Historic 
District, which inhibits sig-
nificant building demolition and 
large-scale new development.

The Reuse Area is surrounded 
by Pan Am Way, and Main Street, 
and part of the former Naval Air 
Station (NAS). No vote was taken 
for the meeting item.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at 
eikeme@alamedasun.com.

City of Alameda

Council gave feed-
back to staff on 
which approach to 
use in offloading 
Reuse Area property 
at Alameda Point. 
The map at left 
shows the area dis-
cussed bounded in 
a dashed black line. 


