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LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

JEFFERY SMITH PUZZLE: John Carten wins last week’s puzzle with:  
The sum of all circles being 223.1687
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Plan Park’s 
Next Step

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda Recreation and Parks 

Department just released the attached 
map reflecting suggested design changes 
to the western end of Jean Sweeney Open 
Space Park. The city is applying for a 
grant to fund construction. The public 
may participate in the planning process 
by filling out an online survey and join-
ing a community Zoom meeting today 
at 7 p.m.

Take the survey at www.surveymon-
key.com/r/JeanSweeney2021.

Join the meeting at https://alameda 
ca-gov.zoom.us.

Historic Fence on High 
Street Takes Another Hit

Derick Daily

The driver of a pickup truck collided with the cast-iron fence at the entrance to Lincoln 
Park on Monday. The collision at Santa Clara Avenue and High Street marks the sec-
ond meeting of vehicles with the 142-year-old fence in the last seven months. 

It Has Been Zero Days Since 
Alameda’s Last Racist Incident

Eric J. Kos
Well technically, it’s been four 

days, but still, Alameda’s reputa-
tion for being a particularly rac-
ist location has been proven yet 
again in a public forum. A TikTok 
video posted Monday that started 
going viral Tuesday captures an 
incident in Alameda that shows 
the reaction when a White woman 
confronts a Black man and tells 
him to “Go back to Oakland.” 

While the video doesn’t pro-
vide complete context for the con-
frontation, the entire altercation 
takes place in front of a Gallagher 
and Lindsey real estate sign — a 
fairly clear indicator the scene 
played out here in town. 

The man at one point asks, “Are 
there no Black people in Alameda?” 

The woman attempts to use 
her age as a defense for her behav-
ior and also appears to admit that 
she is actually an Oakland resi-
dent by saying, “I’m in Oakland.”

Regardless, after two decades 
of publishing this paper we have 
to start over yet again from the 
standpoint that Alameda has rac-
ist tendencies and isn’t improving. 
If our community wants to change 
the world’s perception of us, we 
have a lot of work to do.

Decide for yourself. I found 
the video at www.reddit.com/r/
PublicFreakout, titled “Queen 
Karen gets roasted for telling 
someone to go back to Oakland.”

Keep in mind, the language 
used in the video is not suitable 
for all ages.

Dennis Evanosky
About 8:30 a.m., last Monday 

a driver jumped the curb with his 
pickup truck at Santa Clara Avenue 
and High Street. 

He slammed into and damaged 
the cast-iron fence that defines the 
boundary to  Lincoln Park.

This collision marks the second 
time in seven months that an auto-
mobile has collided with the struc-
ture.  Last July a drunk driver was 
attempting to turn from Santa Clara 
Avenue onto High Street. He took 
the turn too widely and crashed 
into the fence. The cause of the 
more recent mishap remains under 
investigation. 

The fence has survived for more 
than 140  years. Alameda Museum 
Curator George Gunn informs us 
that in 1879 Robert R. Thompson 
— for whom Thompson Avenue is 
named — commissioned Oakland 
blacksmiths and bell hangers Leo 

Courtesy Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft

Mayor Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft recently received her 
COVID-19 vaccination. She encoruages all Alamedans 
to do the same. 

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft
Like landing on the surface of 

Mars, registering for a COVID-19 
vaccine takes perseverance! But 
scheduling your vaccine should be 
less daunting than slowing NASA’s 
Mars Perseverance Rover from 
12,000 mph to 1.7 mph to touch 
down on the red planet. 

Here are some tips to make 
scheduling your vaccine less intim-
idating:

Who’s eligible? Currently, vac-
cinations in Alameda County are 
being administered to health care 
workers, people 65 years and older, 
education and childcare workers, 
emergency and essential services 
personnel — the latter category 
comprises law enforcement, and 
food/agriculture workers, includ-
ing grocery store and restaurant 
employees.

How to sign up: You’ll need per-
severance and patience. If sched-
uling by phone, have a pen and 
paper handy. Check back often if 
no appointments are available the 
first time you call or visit a website. 
Recent East Coast storms delayed 
vaccine deliveries, but shipments 
are beginning to resume.

If you have a healthcare pro-
vider start there. These include:

N Kaiser Permanente: 866-454-
8855 or healthy.kaiserpermanente.
org

N Stanford Health Care: 650-
498-9000, Monday to Friday 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. or myhealth.stanford-
healthcare.org

N Sutter: 844-987-6115 Monday 
to Friday, 7. a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday 
and Sunday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. sutter-
health.org

Try the state next: Call the 
COVID-19 Hotline, 833-422-4255 
Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.; 
Saturday to Sunday, 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. or visit myturn.ca.gov 

If you’re in an eligible catego-
ry, your zip code will be entered 
to search for an available vac-
cination site which may include 
the Oakland Coliseum mega POD 
(Point-of-Dispensing) or other 
Alameda County locations.

CVS pharmacies are also 
administering COVID-19 vaccines. 
To schedule, call 800-679-9691 
Monday to Friday. 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Eastern Time. Or visit cvs.com

COVID-19 vaccines are pro-
vided at no cost with insurance 
or through a federal program for 
those without insurance. You 
should schedule your second vac-
cination when scheduling your 

Council Considers Pay 
Ekene Ikeme

The City Council will consider 
adopting an ordinance that would 
require large grocery store employ-
ers to pay employees an extra $5 
an hour during the COVID-19 pan-
demic at its March 2 meeting. 

The extra pay would be for 
hazard pay. The hazard pay would 
affect part- and full-time employees. 

In the draft ordinance, city staff 
writes, “The City Council finds 
and declares that adoption of this 
Urgency Ordinance is necessary for 
preserving the public peace, health 
and safety.” City officials cite employ-
ees’ risk of contracting the coronavi-
rus and their essential work status as 
reasons to adopt the ordinance. 

According to the draft ordinance, 
the city defines large grocery stores 
as a store that employs 500 or more 
employees nationwide and its store 
is over 15,000 square feet.

in size. The hazard pay would 
last until the city is under the 
Minimal (yellow) risk level — the 
lowest of the four tiers — under 
State Health Orders.

Similar ordinances have been 
adopted in Berkeley, San Leandro, 
Emeryville, Santa Monica, Oakland 
and Long Beach. 

The Long Beach City Council 

passed a $4 hazard pay increase 
last month. This resulted in Kroger, 
a supermarket retail company, say-
ing it will shut down two of its 
stores, a Ralphs and a Food 4 Less, 
in April. The California Grocers 
Association (CGA) filed a lawsuit 

against the city of Long Beach, 
claiming the ordinance disregards 
a collective bargaining agreement 
between supermarket companies 
and unionized workers.

City staff is asking the City 
Attorney to monitor the CGA lawsuit.

Perseverance Succeeds
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first appointment. Many sites will 
do this automatically.

Register for v-safe. This smart-
phone-based tool from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) uses text messaging check-
ins to learn about any side-effects 
you may experience after being 
vaccinated. 

Depending on your response, 
you may get a phone call from 
the CDC. Check-ins are daily the 
first week after your first vaccine, 
weekly for the next five weeks, and 
then three, six and 12 months after 
your final dose. Register at vsafe.
cdc.gov.

Overcoming the unknown: Just 
over a year ago, on Jan.21, 2020, the 
first United States case of COVID-
19 was detected in a Washington 
state resident. 

On March 6, 2020, passengers 
and crew on a cruise ship off the 
California coast tested positive for 
COVID-19. 

California became the first state 
to issue a stay-at-home order. As 
COVID-19 spread rapidly around 
the world causing widespread suf-
fering and death, scientists worked 
tirelessly to develop treatments 
and vaccines.

In December 2020, less than 
a year after the U.S. reported its 
first COVID-19 case, Pfizer and 
Moderna received Emergency Use 
Authorizations (EUA) from the 
Food & Drug Administration (FDA) 
for their vaccinations, and Johnson 
& Johnson is expected to seek EUA 
from the FDA for its single-dose 
vaccine later this month. 

These vaccines, combined with 
our personal behavior, are helping 
slow the spread of this disease 
and moving us closer to important 
milestones like reopening schools 
for in-person instruction, reopen-
ing our businesses, getting people 
back to work.

So please, keep doing what 
you’ve been doing to keep yourself 
and others safe from COVID-19: 
wear a mask, or two whenever you 
leave home; stay at least 6 feet 
away from people you don’t live 
with; wash your hands frequently. 
And when it’s your turn, get vac-
cinated!

Perseverance can overcome 
the most daunting challenges, and 
you’ve got what it takes; you’re 
Alameda Strong!

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft is the 
mayor of Alameda. 

Frauendorfer and William Morck to 
design, build and erect the  fence. 
Thompson built the home, pictured 
above.

 The palatial mansion burned 
in a spectacular fire that started 

just after 2 p.m. on Aug. 18, 1884, 
Alameda historian Woody Minor 
relates that the property lay vacant 
until the city stepped in, purchased 
the land and created Lincoln Park 
in 1909. 

Alameda Musuem


