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Alameda Police Officers Arrested Two 
Suspects Last Week for Violent Crimes

Sun Staff Reports 
On Wednesday, Jan. 18, Alameda 

police officers responded to the 
Jack in the Box on Park Street for 
the report of a robbery. Officers 
learned that a man approached a 
car in the drive-thru and pointed a 
firearm at the occupants.  

According to a post on the 
Alameda Police Department 
Facebook page, the incident 
occurred around 12:50 p.m. A 
photo of the suspect was sent to 
patrol officers who began search-
ing the area. One of the officers 
recognized the man from a bat-
tery that occurred on Tuesday, 
Jan. 17.  

After an extensive search, a 
Community Resource Unit Officer 
spotted the man walking on the 
1400 block of Park Street. After con-
firming he was the person involved, 
officers arrested the 54-year-old 
Alameda resident and booked him 
into Santa Rita Jail in Dublin for 
attempted robbery, elder abuse, and 
battery.  

APD did not release his name, 
but the APD daily activity log iden-
tifies the suspect as 54-year-old 
Randall Adams. Adams is being 
held on $10,000 bail as of Thursday, 
Jan. 19, according to the Alameda 
County Inmate Locator database. 
His arraignment took place Friday, 
Jan. 20, at the Wiley W. Manuel 
Courthouse in Oakland. 

Alameda Police Arrest 
Robbery Suspect

On Monday, Jan. 16, Alameda 
police officers responded to Webster 
Street and Lincoln Avenue to inves-
tigate a robbery. According to the 
Alameda Police Department (APD) 
Facebook page, the officers were 

Alameda Police Department

One suspect was arrested for pointing a firearm at a 
vehicle; the other for battery and robbery.

provided with a detailed description 
of the suspect around 11:30 p.m. but 
were unable to locate anyone. 

A few hours later, at approx-
imately 2:30 a.m. the next day, 
officers responded to a fight near 
Webster and Haight Avenue. Once 
on scene, officers learned the vic-
tim was robbed by two men. After 
providing officers with a state-
ment, one officer noticed similari-
ties from the robbery that occurred 
a day prior. While at the scene, 
an officer recognized a person in 
the area who matched the descrip-
tion and arrested the 23-year-old 
Alameda man for robbery and bat-
tery. 

APD did not release his name in 
the Facebook posting, but accord-
ing to the APD daily crime log, 
the suspect’s name is Shaquille 
Thompson. Officers also deter-
mined Thompson was connected 
to a previous robbery from Dec. 
18th, 2022, that occurred on the 
700 block of Buena Vista Avenue.  

Working with the Alameda 
County Sheriff’s Office, officers 
also learned the man was linked to 
an investigation involving a battery 
committed against an AC Transit 
bus driver. 

According to the Alameda 
County Inmate locator database, 
Thompson is being held at Santa 
Rita Jail in Dublin on $100,000 
bail as of Tuesday, Jan. 24. He had 
his arraignment on Monday, Jan. 
23. He was charged with second 
degree robbery, battery, battery 
with injury on a transit personnel 
and other charges. He will have 
a pretrial hearing on Tuesday, 
Jan. 31, at the Wiley W. Manuel 
Courthouse in Oakland.  

APD said it took technology, 
astute witnesses and victims, and 
the commitment from our patrol 
officers, detectives, and and 
Community Resource Unit offi-
cers, to find the suspect and solve 
four robberies that occurred over 
the last several weeks. 

Rally Held to Support Women’s 
Reproductive Rights 

Mia Schneider

Ruby Labrie (middle) speaks to the crowd at the 
Bigger than Roe march Sunday, Jan.22 at City Hall 

Mia Schneider 
On Jan. 22 at the women’s 

rally in front of Alameda’s City 
Hall, more than 50 support-
ers met with a unified rallying 
cry: It’s Bigger than Roe. The 
rally took place on the 50th 
anniversary of the Roe v. Wade 
decision that decriminalized 
abortion nationwide. The march 
in Alameda 
was part of 
the National 
Women’s March, 
which consisted 
of marches 
throughout the 
country. 

A major 
theme of this 
year’s march 
was the U.S. Supreme Court 
decision to withdraw the Federal 
Constitutional right to an abor-
tion when it overturned Roe v. 
Wade on June 24 of last year. 
The decision left much of the 
country in an uproar over the 
assertion by the Supreme Court 
that bodily autonomy for women 
is not an explicit right.

The crowd of demonstra-
tors mingled amongst each 
other with dozens of handmade 
signs with varied but collec-
tively indignant messages: “Our 

Bodies, Our Lives, Our Right to 
Decide,” and “No, I won’t go qui-
etly back to the 1950s.”Among 
the gathered activist groups was 
The League of Women Voters 
of Alameda who set up tables 
with information depicting 
their goals to fight for voting 
rights for all, as well as the 
All Rise organization; a women-
led grassroots group which was 

e s t a b l i s h e d 
because of 
the 2017 
W o m e n ’ s 
March.

The event 
was kicked 
off by its 
coord inator, 
Felicia Roche, 

who gave a land acknowledge-
ment to the Ohlone people. 
Mayor Marylin Ezzy Ashcraft 
followed with an energizing 
speech, commending the efforts 
of the activists who marched 
for reproductive freedom fol-
lowing the abrupt retraction of 
the decades of effort by women 
around the country. The mayor 
implored the young adults in the 
crowd to continue to exercise 
their right to vote in all future 
elections and to consider their 
role in making change, includ-

ing through running for political 
office, an impactful opportunity 
to expedite that change.

The rally consisted of many 
inspiring and righteously dis-
satisfied speeches from women 
activists in the community, many 
of which emphasized young peo-
ple’s power to incite change and 
make progress in fighting for 
women’s rights. This sentiment 
was heavily endorsed by the 
crowd who cheered encourag-
ingly for the two students in 
the Skyline High School Drama 
Program (SHS) in Oakland who 
also made empowering speech-
es that day.

“We are not a commodity,” 
said Ruby Labrie, a junior at 
SHS. “We are not objects. We 
will not stay silent. We are all 
women from countless back-
grounds and we are all here to 
ensure a better future for all 
women and girls.” 

Nizie Brou, a sophomore at 
SHS, mirrored Labrie’s message 
in her own speech, declaring, 
“Generations of women before 
us have fought for our rights 
and have given us what we have 
today, and I thank them for their 
hard work. We cannot let their 
pivotal work be undone and we 
must advance it to the next 
level.” 

Drama teacher, and win-
ner of NBC’s Universal All-Star 
Teacher Award, Awele Makeba, 
prefaced her students’ mono-
logues with an appeal to every-
one to use their voice to make 
a positive difference in society.

After the conclusion of the 
speeches, the demonstrators 
made their way to South Shore 
Center from City Hall with their 
signs held aloft and their deter-
mination evident. Of all the 
many ideas expressed that day, 
what rang consistently true was 
the necessity of young people to 
be bold enough to continue to 
carry the banner and raise their 
voices loud enough to maintain 
a lasting echo.

Mia Schneider is an Alameda 
Sun intern. To reach her, email 
editor@alamedsun.com.

“We are not a com-
modity,” said Ruby 
Labrie, a junior at 
SHS. “We are not 
objects. We will 
not stay silent...” 

Alamedans Hold Protest Opposing 
Proposed Middle School Closure

Kitty Aquino-Esparrago

An Alameda student speaks to the crowd at Monday’s protest of the possible clo-
sure of Bay Farm Middle School. 

Sun Staff Reports
On Monday, Jan. 23, Alameda 

students organized a student-led 
protest to voice their displeasure 
with Alameda Unified School 
District’s (AUSD) proposal to 
close Bay Farm Middle School. 
The proposal has outraged the 
community who say they weren’t 
given any prior communication or 
indication this was a possibility.  

“There has been zero com-
munity engagement and lack 
of transparency,” said Martin 
Medeiros, a parent of a Bay Farm 
Middle School student. “Even 
school staff and administration 
were unaware.”     

Students held signs reading, 
“COVID was bad enough, keep our 
school open,” “Diverse schools 
for diverse learners,” and “Do 
you care what we think,” among 
others. Several students spoke, 
describing how the “small school 
environment” has supported 
them.   

“In elementary, I was very timid 
and found it difficult to stand up 
for myself. But when I came to Bay 
Farm from another part of the city, 
the kindness of the people helped 
me come out of my shell,” said 
Lincoln Medieros, student council 
president. “And now, I not only 
gained my self-confidence but am 

also the President of the middle 
school student council.”  

Maithili Tikhe, an eighth grader 
and student council member, said 
he believes AUSD is only thinking 
about the financial impact and not 
the impact this decision would 
have on students. 

“We are real people, real stu-
dents, teachers and administra-
tors,” said Tihke. “We’re not finan-
cial figures on a piece of paper 
for them to analyze.  We are a 
school with culture and commu-
nity.  When we put up the sign 
‘Everyone Belongs Here,’ we are 


