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Alameda Park Hotel morphs 
into insane asylum 

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

JEFFERY SMITH PUZZLE SOLUTION:  
DON WARREN, ANGLE = 36°, SQUARE UNITS FOR AREA OF STAR = 11,781

Traffic calming measures 
already in place on Otis Drive.
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All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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Latest Unmanned ‘Surveyor’ Sets Sail
Photo & story by Maurice Ramirez

Alameda-based Saildrone 
launched its new vessel Surveyor 
in Seaplane Lagoon Jan. 11. 

The 72-foot unmanned vessel will map 
the ocean floor and complete other 
studies. Alameda Mayor Marilyn Ezzy 
Ashcraft attended a small ceremony 
marking Surveyor’s first time in water.

Housing Element Comes 
before Planning Board

Dennis Evanosky
A housing element update is 

scheduled to come before the 
Planning Borad next Monday, Jan. 
25. Housing is one of seven ele-
ments that the state of California 
mandates — requires by force of 
consequence —  a city or county 
include in its General Plan.

 To comply with California’s 
compulsory housing element 
requires every county and city pro-
vide for the housing needs of all 
economic segments of the commu-
nity. The state mandates all cities 
and counties to adopt and imple-
ment general plans with everyone 
in mind. 

In 1969,  the state mandated the 
creation of the Regional Housing 
Needs Assessment (RHNA) ) as part 
of the periodic process of updating 
housing elements found in a city’s 
General Plan. 

RHNA quantifies the need for 
housing within each jurisdiction 
during specified planning periods. 
This is in addition to requiring an 
all-inclusive housing element. 

To accomplish this on a local 
level, the  California Department 
of Housing and Community 
Development (HCD) works 
with Association of Bay Area 
Governments (ABAG) to determine 
the number of new homes the Bay 
Area needs to build — and how 
affordable those homes need to 
be. This allows the state to meet 
the housing needs of people at all 
income levels.

ABAG distributes a share of the 
region’s housing need to each Bay 
Area city, town and county. Each 
local government must update the 
housing element in its General Plan

These updates muse show the 
locations where housing can be 
built and the policies and strate-
gies necessary to meet the city’s 
projected housing needs. 

Initial requirements from ABAG 
stated that Alameda must built 
5,406 new housing units between 
2023 and 2031. This translates into 

n  1,455 very low-income units
n  837 low-income units
n  868 moderate-income
n  2,246 above moderate-income 

living quarters. 
The state bases these income 

categories are based on the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development’s (HUD) definition of 
local Area Median Income (AMI).

According to ABAG, iin 2019, 
Alameda County AMI for a family of 
four is $111,700. 

n  Extremely low income: 0 to 
30% of AMI (RHNA includes this 
number in the very low income 
category)

n  Very low income: 30% to 50% 
of AMI

n Low income: 50% to 80% of 
AMI

n Moderate income: 80% to 
120% of AMI

n Above moderate income: 
More than120% of AMI

The city is able to appeal to 
ABAG to lower the number of 
required units. No matter the 
numbers, the city has spelled out 
the steps it will take this year and 
next to comply with ABAG’s final 
requirement. 

n  Count existing approved proj-
ects planned to be developed from 
2023 through 2031. This number 
currently amounts to 2,150 units.   

n  Host public hearings to con-
sider changing entitlements for 
Encinal Terminals and Site A on 
Alameda Point so that housing built 
at these sites can  be counted in 
Housing Element. This would add 
approximately 1,000 additional 
units to the mix.  

n Request updated guidance 
from HCD on how to reconcile state 

law with Article 26, which puts a 
cap on the number of units built.  

n Host a public hearing at the 
City Council level to decide wheth-
er to appeal ABAG methodology 
and final draft allocation. 

n Host a public hearing at 
the City Council level to review 
responses from HCD and ABAG

 n Pass a notice of intent to 
adopt multifamily overlays.  

n Provide final direction to staff 
and Planning Board on Housing 
Element and multifamily zoning des-
ignations to accommodate RHNA.   

n Host Planning Board public 
workshops and hearings to finalize 
draft zoning recommendations and 
final draft Housing Element. 

n Host public hearing at the City 
Council level 

n The Council approves draft 
Housing Element based upon HCD 
review.

Reach Dennis Evanosky at     
devanosky@alamedasun.com.

Rric J. Kos

New home construction at Alameda Point will become part of the housing element in 
the city’s General Plan. The Planning Board will discuss this at Monday’s meeting. 

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda County has updated 

its website to include a vaccine 
notification form. This form allows 
county residents to register to be 
notified when the COVID-19  vac-
cine will be available. Residents 
who sign up witlh receive informa-
tion with details on location and 
timing. To register visit http://bit.
ly/3bTe4rH.

The county’s responses will be 
kept confidential and will only be 
used for vaccine planning and out-
reach purposes. Read more about 
the notifcation form  at: https://
covid-19.acgov.org/vaccines.

Sign up for 
COVID Vaccine

Armed Confrontation

Indybay

Steering Committee’s 
Proposal Released 

Ekene Ikeme
Today, the community-led 

Police Reform and Racial Equity 
Steering Committee released 
its draft recommendations to 
address systemic racism in 
Alameda. 

The reccommendations from 
the four-member steering com-
mittee came after a six-month 
review process of five key areas, 
many involving the Alameda 
Police Department (APD), that 
contribute to racial inequality 
in the city  

The five sections are unbun-
dling services currently deliv-
ered by APD; a review of APD 
policies and practices; APD 
accountability and oversight; a 
review of laws that criminalize 
survival; and systemic and com-
munity racism/anti-racism. 

The steering committee 
appointed a total of 60 residents 
to form a subcommittee for 
each section to provide further 
assistance. The committees met 
monthly to discuss each section. 
The committees created a set of 
goals for each section. 

For the unbundling of APD 
services, the committee seeks 
to “evaluate community service 
needs and identify alternative 
service models.” For the review 
of APD polices and practices, 
the committee wants to “create 
an enforceable Officer Code of 
Conduct.”

The systemic and community 
racism/anti-racism section is the 
only section that involves non-
APD city services such as hous-
ing, education, healthcare and 
city government. The committee 
wants to “create a reporting and 
feedback system for residents 

to report instances of prejudice, 
abuse of power, and racism that 
they witness.”

Members of the public can 
view the draft resolution by vis-
iting www.alamedaca.gov/polic-
ing. Residents will be allowed to 
ask questions and offer feedback 
directly to the steering commit-
tee at a public forum tomorrow, 
Jan. 22 at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom. 
The Zoom link can be accessed 
by visiting www.alamedaca.
gov/GOVERNMENT/Agendas-
Minutes-Announcements. 

The final draft recommenda-
tions, with community input, 
will be presented to the City 
Council on March 16. 

On June 29, 2020, the City 
Council authorized the forma-
tion of the steering committee to 
review and offer recommenda-
tions to combat systemic racism 
in Alameda. The plan was in 
response to the controversial 
Mali Watkins arrest in May of 
last year and the community 
response that followed. 

City Manager Eric Levitt 
appointed Christine Chilcott, 
Al Mance, Cheryl Taylor and 
Jolene Wright to the commit-
tee. Chilcott is CEO of Girls 
Inc. of the Island City. Mance 
is a defense attorney. Taylor 
has served on the governing 
board of Nea and the Alameda 
Community Learning Center. 
Wright has been an Alameda 
resident since 2002.

The City Council is not obli-
gated to enact any of the steering 
committee’s recommendations. 
For more information on the 
steering committee, visit alam-
edaca.gov/RESIDENTS/Policing-
Review-and-Racial-Equity.

Sun Staff Reports
According to witnesses at the 

scene, the armed man pictured at 
the left confronted demonstrators 
on Mosely Avenue on Monday. 

He yelled obscenities, telling 
them to get out of his neighbor-
hood, witnesses said. 

 No shots were fired, however-
the state of California prohibits 
people from openly carrying fire-
arms — both handguns and long 
guns, whether loaded or unload— 
in public, 

At 1:45 p.m. the following day 
Alameda Police Department (APD) 
announced on its Facebook page 
that it “has launched an investiga-
tion into the reports of armed indi-
viduals who attempted to confront 
peaceful protesters.”

In its Facebook post, APD stat-
ed that the department was made 
aware of a caravan protest involv-
ing more than 100 vehicles. 

According to APD, after the pro-
testers entered a residential neigh-
borhood, the department began 

b ARMED: Page 5


