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Karin Jensen
On Jan. 10th, the 

Planning Board held 
a public workshop to 
review a proposed 
zoning code amend-
ment to permit and 
encourage housing 
developments on 
shopping center sites 
to accommodate the 
Regional Housing 
Needs Allocation 
(RHNA).

Background
The RHNA is the 

State of California-
required process to 
ensure that cities 
and counties plan 
enough housing to 
accommodate all eco-
nomic segments of 
the community. For 
the 2023-2031 RHNA cycle, the 
state allocated 441,176 hous-
ing units for the 101 cities and 
counties in the San Francisco 
Bay Area; Alameda’s share is 
5,353. Per state requirements, 
the City needs to accommodate 
buffer units for a total of 6,156 
units.

In addition to housing 
planned for Alameda Point, 
Encinal Terminals, and other 
parcels, the City’s draft Housing 
Element depends on up-zoning 
the City’s shopping centers, 
Park and Webster streets, and 
the residential districts. (The 
Housing Element is Alameda’s 
housing plan.)

Due to the small sites and 
limited capacity on Park and 
Webster streets and residen-
tial neighborhoods, the plan 
relies heavily on constructing 
a large portion of the RHNA at 
the shopping centers. The cur-
rent goal for shopping centers 
is 1,200 housing units built over 
eight years.

The shopping centers ini-
tially proposed at the workshop 
were:

• Alameda Landing
• Marina Village
• South Shore
• Harbor Bay
• Neptune Plaza
• Park Street Plaza (on 

Blanding Avenue)
• Blanding Shopping Center 

(near Fruitvale Bridge)
Planning Department staff 

recommended rezoning the 
shopping centers to allow 
high-density housing con-
struction. Planning, Building, 
and Transportation Director 
Andrew Thomas said that the 
more housing constructed at 
the shopping centers, the more 
pressure is taken away from 
the residential areas to accom-
modate new housing. He noted 
that the South Shore shopping 
center owners want to retain 
the core commercial buildings 
surrounded by parking and add 
housing to the outer edges of 
their property.

Board members discussed 
what standards to set for the 
ground floor of these mixed-
use areas. There was a con-
sensus that the ground floors 
didn’t have to be all retail which 
would be hard to fill given exist-
ing vacancies. Ideas proposed 
included live-work spaces, day-
cares, and fitness facilities.

Public Comment
Six members of the public 

commented. There was general 
support for high-density hous-
ing in the shopping centers to 
provide more affordable homes 
with easy access to public tran-
sit and shopping without dimin-
ishing existing green space.

However, Daniel Hoy noted 
that the West Alameda Business 
Association (WABA) opposed 
including Neptune Plaza in 
the shopping center rezon-
ing. He referenced a letter 
from WABA Executive Director 
Linda Asbury, which noted 
that the proposed amendments 
as applied to Neptune Plaza 
would be inconsistent with the 
Webster Street Vision Plan. The 
Vision Plan calls for retaining 
the architectural character of 
the street’s historic core south 
of Lincoln Street, including 
three-story maximum building 
heights.

Chris Buckley of the Alameda 
Architectural Preservation 
Society also spoke in support of 
retaining the three-story height 
limit for the proposed Neptune 
Plaza Multi-Family Residential 
Zone. He said the proposed five-
story height limit would be out 
of scale with everything nearby.

Planning Board mem-
bers expressed willingness to 
remove Neptune Plaza from the 
shopping center rezoning plans. 
The Planning Department 
will include it in the plans 
for Webster Street rezoning 
instead.

Buckley also spoke in sup-
port of increasing the proposed 
density of the estuary shop-
ping centers higher than the 
proposed 100 units per acre to 
maximize development poten-
tial. However, Zac Bowling of 
East Bay Yes in My Backyard 
(YIMBY) opposed focusing 
density on the estuary shop-
ping centers, saying this would 
unduly focus on shopping cen-
ters on the West End. Still, he 
spoke in general support of 
mixed-use areas as vital for 
creating a walkable community 
that gets people out of cars.

What’s Next

Based on comments received 
at the workshop, Planning 
Department staff will have fur-
ther discussions with shopping 
center owners and prepare a 
final draft zoning code amend-
ment for Planning Board con-
sideration and recommendation 
to the City Council at a future 
Planning Board meeting.

Karin Jensen

South Shore is one of several poten-
tial options for housing develop-
ments at shopping centers.

Workshop Held to 
Discuss Shopping 
Center Zoning 

Alameda Police Seek Two 
Armed Robbery Suspects

Alameda Police Department

Alameda Police Department is searching for two suspects that took 
part in an armed robbery on Jan. 11

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda Police Department (APD) is searching for two suspects who took part in an armed robbery 

in which one of the suspects fired a gunshot inside a store on Tuesday, Jan. 11.
According to APD reports, two suspects, a male and female, confronted a male customer inside a 

business on the 1700 block of Park Street around 6:30 p.m. During the exchange, the male suspect 
brandished a firearm and demanded the customer’s property. The customer and suspect struggled over 
the weapon and the weapon was discharged. The male and female fled the scene with the victim’s 
belongings.

The customer, nor any of the other patrons, were shot during the incident. Police released surveil-
lance footage photos of the two suspects from inside the business.

The male suspect was hard to identify as he wore a black sweatsuit, matching black sweatshirt and 
a mask. However, the female suspect had a large teddy bear tattoo on her left thigh. APD would not 
release the name of the victim or the business.

Anyone who may have seen the pictured individuals in the area before the incident or have informa-
tion on their identities is encouraged to call APD’s Violent Crime Unit at 510-337-8336.

Sun Staff Reports
All United States residents 

are now eligible to receive free 
at-home coronavirus test kits on 
Tuesday, Jan. 18. The U.S. govern-
ment has begun a collaboration 
with the U.S. Postal Service to 
take orders for free at-home coro-
navirus test kits.

To begin the process to order 
test kits, an individual must first 
visit COVIDtests.gov. The website 
offers information on the test kits 
and how to use them. Every home 
in the U.S. is eligible to order four 
at-home COVID-19 tests. Orders 
will usually ship in seven to 12 
days.

The test kits that will be given 
through this service are the rapid 
antigen at-home tests, not the 
PCR tests. They can be taken any-
where and take about 30 minutes 
to complete. No lab drop-off is 
required.

The test kits will work whether 
or not you have COVID-19 symp-
toms or if you are up to date with 
your COVID-19 vaccines.

If you test positive for COVID-
19, the website gives you a link to 
follow the latest CDC guidance for 
isolation.

After reading all the informa-
tion, the website gives you a link 
to click on to begin your order. 
The site is https://special.usps.
com/testkits.

Each order is limited to one 

order per residential address. 
You do not have to be a U.S. citi-
zen to order a test kit. Orders will 
begin shipping in late January. 
The White House said it will pri-
oritize shipments to Americans 
from ZIP codes that have expe-
rienced high rates of COVID-19 
cases and deaths, with the first 
20% of each day’s orders going to 
those areas.

Residents were supposed to 
begin ordering at-home test kits 
on Wednesday, Jan. 19. However, 
it was moved up a day.

On late Tuesday, more than 
850,000 people were on the test 
kit website, according to https://
analytics.usa.gov.

There were isolated reports 

Tuesday afternoon of issues relat-
ing to the website’s address veri-
fication tool erroneously enforc-
ing the four-per-household cap 
on apartment buildings and other 
multi-unit dwellings, but it was 
not immediately clear how wide-
spread the issue was.

In an interview last week, 
President Biden announced that 
the administration plans to buy 
one billion at-home tests for 
Americans and also said the White 
House will make high-quality 
masks available for free.

COVID-19 testing sites will 
remain open during the process. 
To locate a testing site, visit hhs.
gov/coronavirus/community-
based-testing-sites/index.html.

At-home COVID-19 Testing Kits Now Available

Sun Staff Reports
The road connecting Atlantic 

Avenue and Sherman Street between 
Buena Vista Avenue and Wind River 
Road reopened on Jan. 14. The street 
was closed to accommodate for con-
struction around the historic Del Monte 
building. The construction includes 
building framing and Clement Street 
paving activities. The intersection at 
Atlantic Avenue and Sherman Street 
will be reconfigured to allow contin-
ues, including the Clement Avenue 
extension.

The road was first closed on Dec. 
6, 2021. It was scheduled to be closed 
until Dec. 30. However, the reopen-
ing was pushed back to Jan. 14 due 
to increased rainy weather in late 
December, which delayed construction.


