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Richard Bangert
The East Bay Regional Park 

District (EBRPD) completed its 
beach and dune improvement proj-
ect at Alameda Point in December 
2020. The complete facelift comes 
on the heels of the city upgrading 
the nearby boat ramp. The area 
is accessible from Central Avenue 
next to Encinal High School.

The beach is a popular launch 
site for non-motorized watercraft, 
such as kayaks, outrigger canoes, 
and paddle boards. The EBRPD 
project has greatly enhanced rec-
reational functionality by providing 
easier access to the water from 
the parking lot down to the beach. 
The new landscaping has also 
improved the overall aesthetics of 
the shoreline. 

The entire dune was scraped 
clean of ice plant. Then, sand was 
delivered to raise the dune eleva-
tion to the top of the rock wall 
holding it in place. The top of the 
dune was then sculpted with more 
sand into a series of dome shapes 
called hillocks. The dune was 
seeded with native plant seeds 
that hopefully will be sprouting by 
Spring. Sand fencing was installed 
to provide stability as the dune 
matures to a wildlife-habitat-
friendly landscape.

Habitat restoration signage and 

a split-rail fence around the dune 
discourage visitors from entering 
the dune area. Dogs are prohibited 
on the beach as a sanitation mea-
sure, as on all EBRPD swimming 
beaches, which will also benefit the 
myriad species of birds that forage 
in this area. 

The beach itself was bolstered 
with more sand to provide resil-
ience to sea level rise. A rusted-out 
barge hull that once served to sta-
bilize the shoreline when the jetty 
system was built in the 1940s was 
removed, and a new rock shoreline 
was constructed to slope down 
from the Bay Trail.

In early 2020, the city completed 
the new and improved boat launch 
facility. Two new boat launch docks 
were installed, one for motorized 
craft and one for kayaks, and the 

ramp was widened to allow two 
vehicles at the same time. A new 
restroom and an outdoor shower 
and fish cleaning station were also 
part of the project.

“Combined, the improvements 
to the beach and the boat launch 
facility revitalized an incredible 
public amenity with breathtaking 
views and recreational oppor-
tunities for Alamedans and peo-
ple from around the Bay Area,” 
said Amy Wooldridge, Alameda 
Recreation and Parks Director. “I 
truly appreciate the partnership 
and cooperation with the East Bay 
Regional Park District and its staff 
on these projects. The pandemic 
has shown us that park facilities 
such as these are essential for the 
mental and physical health of our 
community and the usage contin-
ues to grow each day.”

Both the beach and the boat 
launch facility are official trail-
heads for the San Francisco Bay 
Area Water Trail. The beach has 
not been officially named by the 
city since it was received from the 
Navy.

Richard Bangert posts stories 
and photos about wildlife, open 
space, and environmental clean-
up on his blog Alameda Point 
Environmental Report https:// 
alamedapointenviro.com.

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft
Democracy is fragile

As an elected official who swore 
an oath “to support and defend the 
Constitution of the United States 
against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic,” I was appalled by the 
domestic terrorism we witnessed 
in Washington, DC last week. I was 
also inspired by a statement issued 
by U.S. Ambassador to Uganda 
Natalie E. Brown. Here’s an excerpt:

Describing the events that 
unfolded at the U.S. Capitol Building 
on Wednesday, Jan. 6, as “a violent 
attack on America’s democracy,” 
Ambassador Brown wrote, “As 
America’s Founding Fathers recog-
nized, and as we were reminded 
Wednesday, democracy is fragile. 
Democracy is hard. To survive, it 
must be constantly tended to and 
renewed — by leaders and ordi-
nary citizens alike.  

“More than 230 years after the 
adoption of its constitution, the 
United States is still striving to 
build a more perfect union so that 
all Americans can enjoy the bless-
ings of liberty and justice enshrined 
in a document that when ratified, 
did not represent people like me:  a 
woman of African descent.  

“From the suffragettes to the 
freedom riders, the effort to enfran-
chise all Americans has been an 
enduring struggle. Issues of voter 
rights and registration; gerryman-
dering of electoral districts; and 
the polarization of our electorate 
are the subject of continued debate 
and concern, compounded recently 
by the proliferation of misinforma-
tion across social media. 

“Despite these difficulties, and 
despite the unprecedented chal-
lenge of conducting elections in the 
midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
more than 150 million Americans 
exercised their constitutional right 
and civic duty to choose their 
elected representatives at the local, 
state, and national level in elec-
tions that were free, fair, and absent 

of any significant fraud. On Jan. 20, 
Americans will witness the swear-
ing in of America’s 46th President, 
completing the election cycle and 
the peaceful transition of power 
that has been a hallmark of our 
democracy. 

We are mindful of the work still 
to be done in the American experi-
ment with democracy because our 
history has taught us that democ-
racy must be defended if it is to 
endure. . . The principles of equal-
ity, freedom, decency, tolerance, 
and justice that we strive for in 
America’s democracy are the same 
principles that have guided, and 
will continue to guide, our partner-
ships … throughout the world.”

To read Ambassador Brown’s 
full statement visit http://bit.
ly/2Xwmflj

A return to normal
While domestic terrorism can’t 

be eradicated by a vaccine, COVID-
19 can. In December, Alameda 
County began administering 
COVID-19 vaccinations, following 
a four-phase vaccine prioritization 
framework based on state and fed-
eral guidelines. 

Currently, individuals in Phase 
1, Tiers 1 and 2 are being vac-
cinated — acute care healthcare 
workers, including nurses and doc-
tors, respiratory therapists and 
housekeepers, staff and residents 
in senior assisted living facilities, 
and paramedics who perform 
emergency services. More infor-
mation is available at: https://bit.
ly/39CWK7N

Both the Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccinations require two doses — 
21 days apart for Pfizer and 28 
days apart for Moderna — and 
you must receive both doses from 
the same manufacturer. As more 
vaccine supply becomes available, 
the county will move to the next 
prioritization phase which includes 
individuals 75 years old and older. 
Expect a robust public information 

Defending Democracy, 
Ending a Pandemic

Richard Bangert

This aerial view highlights the recently restored dunes, beach and boat launch next 
to Encinal High School. 

Dune Restoration, 
Beach Project Done

“The pandemic 
has shown us that 
park facilities 
such as these are 
essential for the 
mental and physi-
cal health of our 
community.”

— Amy Wooldridge
ARPD Director
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New Park Trees 
Raise Concern

Sun Staff Reports

A series of new trees were planted in Franklin Park last 
month, among them are three southern magnolia 
trees. The city may have inadvertantly added three 

oppressive symbols to the park as this particular species 
has also been used as a symbol of the Confederacy. The 
brand new flag of Mississippi approved Monday replaced 
the stars and bars symbol with a magnolia blossom. 
While the planting of trees is certainly to be encouraged, 
the use of this particular species at this time seems tone 
deaf and begs the question, are they meant to represent 
hate or ignorance? For more on the appropriation of the 
southern magnolia through history, turn to page 4. 

APD Seeks Home Intruder
Ekene Ikeme

The Alameda Police Department 
(APD) sent out an advisory to resi-
dents alerting them to secure their 
homes after a series of home inva-
sions happened last week.

APD stated in a press release 
that three home invasions 
occurred on Monday, Jan. 4 
between 3:30 and 6:30 a.m. within 
a one-mile radius of each other. 
Two of the incidences occurred 
on Beach Road, while the other 
happened on Sea Bridge Way. 
According to the APD police daily 
activity log, the two invasions on 
Beach Road were classified as 
burglaries, while the one on Sea 
Bridge Way was labeled as tres-
passing. 

In the first burglary, on the 300 
block of Beach Road, a child woke 
up to a man climbing into her bed-
room window. The suspect was able 
to get into the room and stayed for 
approximately 10 minutes before 
taking off. APD emphasized that the 
child was not harmed during the 
home invasion. 

Similar to the first burglary on 
Beach Road, the second burglary, 

on the 200 block of Beach Road, 
also involved the intruder com-
ing face-to-face with a resident. 
The male resident told APD he 
confronted the intruder before he 
ran away without an altercation. 
Shortly after those burglaries, resi-
dents alerted APD that they saw 
an adult man entering residential 
backyards on the 100 block of Sea 
Bridge Way. APD did not report any 
losses of property or belongings in 
any of the invasions. 

APD believes all three instances 
might have been caused by the 
same suspect because the intruder 
had a similar clothing description 
in each report. The suspect was 
described as wearing a black puffy 
jacket or sweatshirt, dark pants, 
white shoes with blue coloring and 
a white face mask. According to 
Google Maps, the distance between 
the residences on Beach Road and 
Sea Bridge Way is less than a mile 
and about a 20-minute walk from 
each other.

APD asked residents to be on 
alert for suspicious activity and 
to take precautions while in their 
homes to ensure their safety.

“Lock any points of entry to 
your home, double-check the 
doors and windows before bed, use 
an alarm system, consider using 
a wooden dowel or metal rod to 
secure sliding doors and windows, 
and avoid leaving tools or ladders 
unsecured outside of your home,” 
stated the press release. “If you wit-
ness any suspicious behavior — a 
person checking door handles or 
peering into windows — please call 
911 right away.”

There was also a burglary of 
a residence on the 1000 block of 
Begonia Drive on Jan. 3 at 2:29 p.m., 
according to the APD daily activity 
log. The residence is about a half-
a-mile from the 300 block of Beach 
Road. There is no evidence that 
the burglary on the 1000 block of 
Begonia is related to the burglaries 
on Beach Road.

APD is still investigating these 
incidents. APD said they will pro-
vide updates in the investigation 
if allowed. If you have any infor-
mation, please call APD at (510) 
337-8340. 

Contact Ekene Ikeme at 
eikeme@alamedasun.com

Park District Seeks 
Input on New Plans

Dennis Evanosky
The East Bay Regional 

Park District (EBRPD) recent-
ly announced that it is seek-
ing community input on its 
new master plan. The devel-
opment includes a design for 
the area surrounding the Crab 
Cove Visitor Center on McKay 
Avenue. The plans involve the 
3.89-acre park expansion area 
across McKay from the center,.

“Crab Cove Visitor Center is 
the interpretive hub of Crown 
Beach,” EBRPD states in its 
preliminary master plan. The 
district has developed some 
ideas based on preliminary 
study of the site, anticipated 
recreational needs and sea 
level rise projections. 

Despite the COVID-19 pan-
demic the area around Crab 
Cove Visitor Center continues 
to provide a much-needed out-
door space for smaller groups 
to walk, picnic or sit along 
the beach. “The Master Plan 
will provide a vision for park 
improvements that enhances 
these popular and important 

McKay Avenue rehab on table 
uses, while also considering 
how the site will be impacted 
by rising sea levels and climate 
change,” EBRPD stated in the 
preliminary master plan. 

The district stated that the 
final master plan will “provide 
the design vision for the future 
of the site, as well as concep-
tual drawings illustrating the 
design accompanied by an 
anticipated cost estimate and 
proposed phasing and imple-
mentation plan.”  

The park distrct has not yet 
determined the timeline for 
full implementation of this new 
plan.

The park district is current-
ly reaching out to neighbors 
and park users to provide input 
on the project. The district will 
incorporate this feedback into 
the site design and present it in 
the project materials. 

Read the preliminary master 
plan at http://bit.ly/2XtAVln. 

Give the district your feed-
back at mckaymasterplan.com. 
Click on “Take the Survey.” 


