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2020: A Difficult 
Year in Review
Part Two: June to December

July
The Alameda Recreation and 

Parks Commission voted 5-0 on July 
9 to rename Jackson Park. The park, 
located on Park Avenue between 
San Jose and Encinal avenues, was 
named in 1909 for President Andrew 
Jackson. The commission decided 
to change the name, at the public’s 
behest, because Jackson was a rac-
ist slave holder who forced the 
relocation of thousands of Native 
Americans for white settlers in the 
southeast United States (Google 
“Indian Removal Act” to read more). 

Wenyong Huang was arrested 
for murder for allegedly shooting a 
man suspected of shoplifting while 
working his shift as a store clerk 
at the Circle K gas station at 1716 
Webster St. on July 11. Huang shot 
Ethan Escorcio, 24 after Escorcio 
tried to steal a pack of cigarettes. 
Huang called 911 and Alameda 
Police Department (APD) officers 
and emergency medical personnel 
arrived shortly thereafter. Escorcio 
was transported to a nearby hos-
pital where he succumbed to his 
injuries. 

The Alameda County District 
Attorney Nancy O’Malley 
announced her office would not 
pursue criminal charges against 
Alameda resident Mali Watkins on 
July 10. O’Malley stated in a letter 
sent to APD Chief Paul Rolleri, that 
the responding officers “did not 
have sufficient probable cause to 
detain him, making the citation null 
and void.” Watkins was cited on 
May 23 for resisting officers while 
dancing on the street.

APD Chief Paul Rolleri 
announced his retirement from the 
department on July 22. Rolleri had 
been with APD since 1992 and was 
named police chief on June 1, 2013.

The “free” COVID-19 testing 
site in Alameda closed on July 31 
after reports of confusion and set-
backs. The testing site originally 
opened on July 22, but the site 
temporarily closed on July 23 after 
CityHealth, the testing site’s opera-
tor, said it administered more tests 
than expected and disputes about 
patrons’ health insurance.

In September, 
the Bay Area 
experienced 
a day without 
sunlight due to 
dense wildfire 
smoke gener-
ated from fires 
elsewhere. 
The event fol-
lowed weeks 
of hazardous 
air quality from 
fires in August. 
The photo at 
left was taken 
during “day-
light.” 

Council Considers 
Rosefield Village

File photos

The youth of Alameda chose to celebrate this year’s Fourth of July by voicing their sup-
port for the Black Lives Matter movement with a march from Washington Park to City 
Hall. The city’s traditional Fourth of July parade was canceled due to the pandemic.

In late July, workers removed a city park sign whose 
namesake is now associated with hate and violence. 
The park in the center of Park Avenue is currently under-
going a renaming process. 

Armed Robbery 
on Stanton Street
Gunman opened fire on victims

Sun Staff Reports 
Alameda Police Department 

(APD) detectives are asking for the 
community’s help in tracking down 
two suspects involved in an armed 
robbery and shooting. 

On Tuesday, Dec. 30, around 6:20 
p.m., officers were dispatched to 
the 1800 block of Stanton Street. 
When they arrived, they found two 
victims, a man and woman. 

Officers discovered the woman 
was targeted while unloading per-
sonal items from a vehicle. She was 

confronted by an armed suspect and 
screamed. When a family member 
responded and approached the sus-
pects, the gunman fired his weapon 
at the man who was not injured. The 
suspects drove away before APD 
officers arrived. 

APD’s Violent Crimes Unit is look-
ing for a silver sedan seen speeding 
away from the 1600 to 1800 blocks of 
Stanton Street. Anyone with informa-
tion about this incident is urged to 
contact the Violent Crimes Unit at 
(510) 337-8538.
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Request originated from school 
district on behalf of employees

Google Earth

Rosefield Village bordered by Webster Street on the 
left; Constitution Way on the right; and Buena Vista 
and Eagle avenues is a work in progress. Alameda 
Unified School District is asking the City Council to 
move ahead with plans to revamp the complex so it 
can house more families. 

Dennnis Evanosky
At last Tuesday’s meeting, 

the City Council in its role as 
the successor agency to the 
city’s Community Improvement 
Commission (CIC) considered 
a funding request from the 
Alameda Unified School District 
(AUSD). The Council’s role here 
is perfunctory, as the funds for 
the project have already been 
appropriated. 

In 1991, the City Council, 
acting as CIC, entered into an 
agreement with AUSD. The 
agreement provided that CIC 
use money related to the school 
district housing funds for afford-
able housing purposes. In 2012, 
CIC was disbanded, and today’s 
successor agency took its place. 
The City Council continues to 
act as the successor agency. 

In fiscal year 2016-17, the 
successor agency requested, 
and the Department of Finance 
approved expenditures for 
the housing fund. Two years 
later, AUSD entered a memo-
randum of understanding with 
the Alameda Housing Authority. 
(AHA). The memorandum stipu-
lated, in part, that AHA would 
assist AUSD in implementing its 
responsibilities under the agree-
ment and establishing a pro-
cess for AHA to make funding 
requests to AUSD for affordable 
housing projects. 

 AUSD has now requested 
the successor agency approve 
a funding request to rede-
velop and remodel Rosefield 
Village located on the West End 
bounded by Constitution Way, 
Webster Street and Buena Vista 
and Eagle avenues. 

Rosefield Village currently 
consists of 53 housing units, 

the redevelopment project will 
demolish 40 of these units and 
replace them with a new 78-unit 
apartment building with com-
munity spaces and on-site prop-
erty management offices.

In addition, the funding 
would allow for the renovation 
of five other Rosefield Village 
buildings. In all the $77 million 
redevelopment and renovation 
project will provide 92 rental 
units affordable to households 
earning between 20% and 80% 
of a factor known as the Area 
Median Income (AMI). This 
amount depends on the number 
of people in the household. For 
example, 20% of AMI for a four-
person household is $23,050, 
while 80% is $102,000.

According to the resolution 
support for this funding would 
provide additional affordable 
housing and support both public 
and private efforts to increase 
the supply of housing consistent 
with the city’s objectives.

The Council met after the 
Alameda Sun went to press. 
Should the Council in its role as 
the successor agency approve 
the school board’s request, 
$2.032 million in redevelopment 
property tax trust funds, plus 
$820,000 due for prior years, 
would be transferred to AHA to 
fund this project. 

It has not been determined 
when the redevelopment and 
renovation would begin nor 
what impact this would have 
on those currently living at 
Rosefield Village. The Sun will 
report on the Council’s vote 
and any impacts in an upcom-
ing issue. 

Reach Dennis Evanosky at 
devanosky@alamedasun.com.

August
A group of young men turned 

downtown Alameda into a warzone 
when they engaged in a shootout on 
Aug. 7 outside the Airloom Deluxe 
apparel store at 2322 Santa Clara 
Ave. A surveillance camera from a 
barbershop next door captured the 
incident. Two people were struck 
in the incident but received only 
non-life-threatening injuries. A stray 
bullet struck a vehicle driven by 
a mother who was riding with her 
two-year-old child in the backseat. 
Both occupants were not injured.

About 50,000 gallons of raw sew-
age leaked into Oakland-Alameda 
Estuary on Aug. 15 due to equipment 
failure at the EBMUD’s main wastewa-
ter treatment plant in West Oakland. 
The incident was caused by a power 
outage the day prior. EDMUD posted 
about 20 signs along the estuary on 
Aug. 15 warning people not to swim, 

boat or make any bodily contact with 
the water due to the high bacteria 
levels caused by the sewage. The 
advisory was lifted on Aug. 18.

Alameda Fire Department 
(AFD) personnel responded to the 
wildfires that ravaged Northern 
California on Aug. 17 and left 
Alameda under red skies. The 
department sent 10 firefighters and 
three fire engine vehicles to combat 
fires in Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, 
Napa, Solano and Lake counties. 
The fires were caused by lightning 
strikes from Tropical Storm Fausto, 
which took place more than 1,000 
miles away, on Aug. 16 and 17.

September
At its Sept. 8 meeting, the 

Alameda Unified School District 
(AUSD) Board of Trustees voted 
unanimously to use Edmentum as 


