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Richard Bangert

Least Tern adult with two chicks at the Alameda Point nesting site. Least Tern nests 
are simply depressions in sand. Wooden A-frames, shown in the photo, are placed 
around the site for chicks to use for shelter from flying predators and the sun. The 
photo is taken through the chain-link fence surrounding the nesting area.
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LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

JEFFERY SMITH PUZZLE: Marissa Mihin had the correct answer to last week’s puzzle.
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Richard Bangert
The endangered California 

least terns that nest on the old 
airfield at Alameda Point are well 
protected during their April to 
August nesting season. 

Fencing keeps people away 
from the 10-acre sandy nesting 
site, but it won’t stop other birds 
and mammals from getting to the 
eggs and the helpless chicks. Only 
a well-armed and outfitted preda-
tor management officer can effec-
tively deter other animals.

Every year, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service hires a wildlife 
biologist from Wildlife Services, 
a division of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture. Typically used for 
protecting crops and livestock, the 
agency is also hired to protect doz-
ens of endangered species every 
year. 

A 2019 field report describes a 
variety of methods used to deter 
or eliminate threats to the nest-
ing terns. Loud noises and bright 
flashes of light are fired from 
either a pistol or a shotgun to 
frighten away avian predators or 
a vehicle is driven toward them, 
known as hazing. Predators can 
be trapped and relocated or, as 
a last resort, the biologist may 
either shoot or euthanize the 
predator. 

The report listed various guns 
brought to Alameda Point in 2019. 
They included one rifle with a 
silencer and five 12-gauge shot-
guns of various types. Four dif-
ferent types of traps can be used 
for trapping avian and mammal 
predators, some with live bait ani-
mals, others with food bait. They 
are caught either in cages or by 
snaring their talons (feet) in fish-
line nooses. 

Flying predators like hawks 
and falcons are the deadliest of 
threats, especially when they 
are attempting to feed their own 
chicks in the vicinity. During the 
2012 nesting season, for example, 
a single American kestrel, which 
is a small falcon the size of a 
mourning dove, was responsible 

for taking 300 least tern chicks, 
leaving less than 20 to get out 
alive.

The avian predators observed 
at the site in 2019 included 
American crows, American kes-
trels, white-tailed kites, common 
ravens, peregrine falcons, burrow-
ing owls, coopers 
hawks, a merlin, 
red-tailed hawks, 
California gulls, 
western gulls, 
osprey, and tur-
key vultures. On 
several occasions, 
peregrine fal-
cons and common 
ravens foraged in 
the colony result-
ing in observed 
predations.

W i l d l i f e 
Services attempts 
to deter crows and 
ravens by hanging 
dead raven effigies from poles at 
the corners of the nesting site. 
But when they persist in flying 
near the nesting site, they are 
often lethally removed by shotgun. 
Three ravens and 14 crows met 
such a fate in 2019. One red-tailed 
hawk was also shot, while another 
red-tailed hawk was trapped and 
relocated.

“No captured mammals were 
relocated,” writes wildlife biolo-
gist Dean Pyzik in his report titled 
California Least Tern Protection 
Project. “Wildlife Services does not 
consider relocation of mammals 
to be a biologically sound prac-
tice in many situations. Relocated 
animals suffer considerable stress 
from relocation activities and ter-
ritorial disputes,” explains Pyzik. 
Epidemiologists oppose relocation 
of mammals because of disease 
transmission, and California Fish 
and Wildlife regulations prohibit 
relocation. 

Relocation of live captured rap-
tors such as hawks and falcons, 
on the other hand, is encouraged 
because they are better equipped 
to deal with the stress of reloca-

tion. But there are geographical 
limitations. Peregrine falcons, for 
example, cannot be taken across 
state lines. One year, according 
to a report, a peregrine falcon 
was captured at Alameda Point 
and then driven to the California/
Oregon border for release. The 

banded falcon was 
back at Alameda 
Point before the 
wildlife biologist 
got back.

For two opos-
sums and one cat 
that wandered into 
a cage trap attract-
ed by cat food bait, 
it was their last 
meal. Two crows 
that entered a cage 
also suffered a 
similar fate. They 
were either shot 
or administered a 
lethal dose of sodi-

um pentobarbital.
The losses of eggs, chicks, 

fledglings, and adults due to pre-
dation in 2019 was below average, 
partly due to there being fewer 
nests. In a rolling five-year period 
from 2016 to 2020, the number of 
nests were 403, 447, 375, 345, 435, 
respectively. Four eggs, one chick, 
eight fledglings that are barely 
able to fly, and 12 adults were lost 
to predation in 2019. 

Despite losses in 2019, the 
Alameda Point least tern colony 
continued its record as having one 
of the most successful and sus-
tainable reproduction rates in the 
state. Success is attributed to both 
the active predator-management 
program and the reliable supply 
of small fish in San Francisco Bay 
for adults to feed to small chicks. 
The California least terns remain 
on the endangered species list 
because there are not enough sus-
tainable breeding colonies around 
the state. 

For more a more in-depth ver-
sion of this story, go to contribut-
ing writer Richard Bangert’s blog 
https://alamedapointenviro.com/

Guns and Traps Used 
to Protect Least Terns

“The California 
least terns 
remain on the 
endangered 
species list 
because there 
are not enough 
sustainable 
breeding colo-
nies around 
the state.”

— Richard Bangert

2021 
Year-in-Review

Ekene Ikeme — Part II
The second half of 2021 was 

filled with stellar moments, but 
was ultimately marred by a hor-
rific tragedy. Here are the most 
memorable moments between 
July and December 2021.

July
July 1 was the launch of the 

Seaplane Lagoon Ferry Service. 
The ferry service station cost 
$23 million construction began 
in 2019 and was completed in 
2020. The launch of the ferry ser-
vice was deferred a year due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Funding 
and support for the project were 
provided by the Alameda County 
Transportation Commission, 
Alameda Point Partners, the 
City of Alameda, and the Water 

Emergency Transportation 
Authority (WETA). The Seaplane 
Lagoon Ferry Terminal is WETA’s 
third ferry terminal within the 
City of Alameda.

APD’s Violent Crimes Unit 
assisted in the arrest of seven 
individuals on July 5, for their 
involvement in a series of rob-
beries throughout the Bay Area. 
The involved parties are believed 
to be members of a robbery crew, 
according to Hayward Police 
Department (HPD) reports. The 
members were charged with 54 
total counts, including robbery, 
aggravated kidnapping, firearms 

charges, and narcotics violations, 
according to reports. The robber-
ies took place in cities within 
Alameda Contra Costa, San Mateo, 
Santa Clara, San Francisco, San 
Joaquin, Stanislaus, Solano, and 
Sacramento counties. This rob-
bery crew targeted businesses 
such as Starbucks, Walgreens, 
CVS and Rite-Aid.

Several Alameda businesses 
were hit with lawsuits by a serial 
lawsuit filer who is taking advan-
tage of a legal loophole. Michael 
Lee, owner of Sandwich Board 
at 2412 Webb Ave., and Mark 
Rodgers, owner of Lola’s Chicken 
Shack at 1417 Park St., are two 
out of dozens of business own-
ers along Park Street served an 
American with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) lawsuit by Orlando Garcia. 
Garcia has a disability and uses a 
wheelchair. ADA violations cited 
in the lawsuits include slope 
entrances being too high and not 
offering an ADA-compliant table 
outside the businesses. Garcia 
and his lawyer have filed dozens 
of similar lawsuits throughout 
the Bay Area including in San 
Francisco and Oakland.

On July 29, the community 
members gathered to honor the 
newly named Chochenyo Park. 
The celebration included speak-
er remarks, music and a pic-
nic dinner. Mayor Marilyn Ezzy 
Ashcraft joined Corrina Gould 
— tribal spokesperson for the 
Confederated Villages of Lisjan 
and Co-Founder of the Sogorea 
Te’ Land Trust — and Rename 
Jackson Park members Raquel 
Williams and Rasheed Shabazz 
in addressing those gathered for 
the celebration. Recreation and 
Parks Commissioner Adrienne 
Alexander, Rhythmix Executive 
Director Tina Blaine “Bean” and 
artists from Creating Our Future 
also spoke. On Jan. 19, the City 
Council directed staff to dename 
Jackson Park due to the atroci-
ties committed by its namesake, 
President Andrew Jackson.

August
On Aug. 6, Encinal Junior/

Senior High School students, 
staff, alumni, and Alameda com-
munity members gathered for a 
ribbon cutting ceremony in front 
of the school’s new courtyard. The 
new campus includes: a new class-

Nasim Khan

Alameda County Supervisor Wilma Chan, left center in 
red, and Mayor Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft hold the scissors 
in anticipation of cutting the ribbon to initiate ferry ser-
vice at Seaplane Lagoon.

File photo

Dennis took an extended 
leave in December after 
more than 15 years with 
the Sun.
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Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft
When we rang in 2021, 

California’s “Regional Stay 
at Home Order” was in 
effect and the Pfizer vac-
cine was about to be dis-
tributed nationwide, having 
recently received Emergency 
Use Authorization (EUA) 
from the FDA. (An EUA for 
the Moderna vaccine would 
soon follow.) In California, 
vaccinations would be 
administered in four phases 
beginning with healthcare 
workers, first responders, 
people with chronic underly-

ing medical conditions, and 
older adults living in nursing 
homes.

We begin 2022 confront-
ing the highly contagious 
Omicron variant, but with 
“more tools in our toolkit 
than we had last winter,” 
according to the Alameda 
County Health Care Services 
Agency (HCSA). Vaccines are 
now available for everyone 
five years of age and older, 
and in Alameda, 82.4% of 
residents eligible to be vac-
cinated are fully vaccinated.

However, to achieve 

maximum protection from 
Omicron, medical experts 
recommend getting a booster 
shot or, for those considered 
to be immunocompromised, 
a third vaccine. Yet, as of 
January 3, 2022, only 54.5% 
of fully vaccinated Alameda 
residents had received their 
COVID-19 booster. We need 
to do better, Alameda!

“Everyone five years and 
older who is not yet vacci-
nated or boosted (if eligible) 
should do so with a sense of 
urgency,” according to HCSA. 

What a Difference a Year Makes!
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