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Blueprint for a Safer Economy 
Activity and Business Tiers 

SECTORS 
Widespread 

Tier 1 

Substantial 

Tier 2 

Moderate 

Tier 3 

Minimal 

Tier 4 

Critical Infrastructure 
Open 

with modifications 

Open 

with modifications 

Open 

with modifications 

Open 

with modifications 

Gatherings* 

Outdoor gatherings only 
with modifications 

• Max 3 households 

Indoor gatherings strongly 
discouraged, allowed with 
modifications 

• Max 3 households 

Indoor gatherings strongly 
discouraged, allowed with 
modifications 

• Max 3 households 

Indoor gatherings strongly 
discouraged, allowed with 
modifications 

• Max 3 households 

Limited Services 
Open 

with modifications 

Open 

with modifications 

Open 

with modifications 

Open 

with modifications 

Outdoor Playgrounds & 
Outdoor Recreational 
Facilities ** 

Open 

with modifications 

Open 

with modifications 

Open 

with modifications 

Open 

with modifications 

Hair Salons & Barbershops 
Open Indoors 

with modifications 

Open indoors 

with modifications 

Open indoors 

with modifications 

Open indoors 

with modifications 

Alameda County slides back 
in fight against deadly virus.

Learn more about the birds 
who love to share your lunch.
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All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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Alameda Museum

Thompson Avenue bears R.R. 
Thompson’s name. Thompson 
created the Artesian Water 
Works that supplied much of 
Alameda and the Alameda 
Fire Department with their 
water. He built this mansion 
in today’s Lincoln Park. The 
iron fence along High Street 
is all that remains. Read 
more about Thompson and 
the sad fate of his home on 
page 6. 

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft
Last Monday, Nov. 16, the 

California Department of Public 
Health moved Alameda County 
and 40 other counties into the 
most restrictive Purple Tier of 
its Blueprint for a Safer Economy 
because the number of new 
COVID-19 cases and hospitaliza-
tions in these counties continue 
to increase daily. 

California is taking this action 
now to avoid outcomes that 
other states and countries are 
experiencing, with health care 
systems being overwhelmed 
and death rates rising. Colleen 
Chawla, Director of Alameda 
County Health Care Services 
Agency reminds us that, “Acting 
quickly and aggressively will 
help save lives.”

Under these new restrictions 
restaurants can only operate 
outdoors and for take-out and 
delivery, indoor retail is limited 
to 25% capacity, and movie the-
aters, gyms and fitness centers 
can only operate outdoors.

To learn how you can sup-
port our struggling local busi-
nesses during these challenging 
times, including hearing directly 
from small business owners, the 
introduction of the “Alameda 
e-card,” and how you can partic-
ipate in Alameda’s Spend Local 
campaign and get a goodie bag, 
please join my Mayor’s Town 
Hall  tomorrow, Friday, Nov.  20 
at noon visit www.alamedaca.
gov/nov20 to learn more. 

Giving Thanks Safely: 
Thanksgiving and the upcoming 
winter holidays are arriving in 
the midst of this uptick in COVID-
19 cases. College students are 
also returning home, and some 
may be bringing COVID-19 back 
with them. This is why we must 
continue to exercise caution. 

We know that COVID-19 
spreads when people from dif-
ferent households mix with each 
other, especially when indoors 
without masks. 

So, please follow this guid-
ance from public health officials: 
Keep any gathering small (no 
more than 12 people in your 
“pod”), short — 2 hours maxi-
mum, and well-ventilated — out-
doors, if possible or indoors 
with windows open to provide 
good air circulation. 

Dr. Nicholas Moss, Alameda 
County Public Health Officer 
advises, “Stay home for the holi-
days, wear face masks, maintain 
at least 6 feet of distance, wash 
your hands frequently, and get 
your flu shot.”

Alamedans did an outstand-
ing job celebrating Halloween 
safely this year by foregoing 
trick-or-treating. We can do the 
same with Thanksgiving.

Pay attention to men-

Alameda Must Rise to 
the Challenge—Again

tal health, too: Kale Jenks, 
Psy.D., School-Based Services 
Program Director for Alameda 
Family Services reminds us to 
stay socially connected while 
maintaining physical distance 
because mental health is as 
important as physical health. 

Dr. Jenks notes that holi-
days often give rise to difficult 
emotions, including grief, anger, 
anxiety and stress that may be 
intensified by the impacts of 
coping with a pandemic. 

He recommends paying 
attention to your feelings, find-
ing ways to connect with oth-
ers (send “snail mail,” schedule 
Zoom or video chats with fam-
ily and friends, group watch 
a movie from different house-
holds), establishing boundaries 
to maintain work/life balance, 
and taking time for self-care. 

It also helps to practice 
gratitude, remembering what 
you’re thankful for during these 
challenging times. And seek 
help when needed. You can 
find a variety of mental health 
resources at alamedafs.org or 
by phoning (510) 629-6210. 

More mental health advice 
from Dr. Jenks, as well as infor-
mation about COVID-19 testing 
from Alameda County Public 
Health physician Dr. Jocelyn 
Freeman Garrick were provided 
on my November 13 Mayor’s 
Town Hall at www.youtube.
com/cityofalameda.

This Thanksgiving I am 
thankful for our compassion-
ate, caring community. 

You have sacrificed to pro-
tect yourselves and others from 
COVID-19, while also helping 
those in need. I am grateful 
to know that effective COVID-
19 vaccines are on the horizon 
that will soon help us emerge 
from these incredibly difficult 
times. 

I wish you and your families 
a Happy, Safe Thanksgiving!

Be safe. Be smart. Be grate-
ful. Be Alameda Strong!

Marilyn Ezzy Ashrcraft is the-
mayor of Alameda. 

This 
Thanksgiving 
I am thankful 
for our compas-
sionate, caring 
community. You 
have sacrificed 
to protect your-
selves and oth-
ers from COVID-
19, while also 
helping those in 
need. 

City under restrictive Purple Tier

Courtesy photo

Nancy Gordon has been hosting Music to Inspire as a remedy to COVID-19. She  
seranades her neighobrs from her lawn, playing the guitar and singing along with 
her granddaughters, Malia, Kai and Ruby. Nov. 11 marked her 20th event. She 
takes donations from the audience. “So far we’ve raised $4,100, with a goal of 
$5,000,” Gordon said. 

‘Music to Inspire’ on Union

Updated Election Results Released

Marines Sponsor Toys for Tots

Sun Staff Reports
Trish Spencer leads Amos White 

for the second open City Council 
seat by less than 100 votes in the 
latest election results update. 

Spencer has 14,234 votes, 
according to the latest Alameda 
County Registrar of Voter (ACROV) 
tally, which was released Thursday, 
Nov. 12. White has the third most 
votes with 14,163 votes. The two 
candidates are separated by just 
71 total votes. 

Malia Vella leads all candidates 
with 16,003 votes for the City 
Council. Current Councilmember 
Jim Oddie will not be returning to 
the Council. He has the fourth most 
votes with 13,149. Gig Codiga is in 
fifth place with 12,925 votes. More 
than 230 votes went to write-in 
candidates.

Measure Z, the pro-multiunit 
housing development measure 
that would amend Article 26 of the 

Alameda City Charter is expected 
to fail. The gap between “no” and 
“yes” votes widened in the new 
update. There are now 25,023 “no” 
votes compared to 16,728 “yes” 
votes. “No” votes account for 59.93 
percent of the votes, while “yes” 
votes account for 40.07 percent. 
“Yes” votes needed just a one-vote 
majority to pass.

Measure AA will pass easily 
after the vote is certified. The mea-
sure also widened its vote gap in 
the latest update. There are cur-
rently 28,544 “yes” votes for the 
measure compared to 10,283 “no” 
votes. The measure also needs 
just a simple majority for it to 
pass. Measure AA will amend the 
Alameda City Charter to clarify 
functions and duties of the City 
Council and city manager authorize 
the city attorney to prosecute mis-
demeanors, update language to be 
gender-neutral, and more.

Megan Sweet is pegged to 
defeat Beth Aney for the third 
Alameda Unified School District 
board seat. Sweet has 13,159 
votes. Aney has 12,892 votes for 
fourth place in the school board 
member election. Verna Castro is 
just off the pace with 12,793 votes 
for fifth place.

Along with Sweet, Jennifer 
Williams and Heather Little will 
capture board seats. Williams leads 
all candidates with 20,016 votes. 
Little is close behind with 19,031 
votes.

Kevin Kennedy and Kevin 
Kearney will return to their posi-
tions as Alameda city treasurer 
and city auditor, respectively. 
Kearney has 29,507 votes and 
30,808 votes.

All votes have been collected 
by the ACROV. The ACROV will 
certify the vote count in the com-
ing days.

Sun Staff Reports
Construction on Otis Drive, 

between Westline Drive and Willow 
Street, will start Monday, Nov. 30 
and is estimated to be completed 
early 2021. The project will convert 
Otis from four lanes to three with 
one lane in each direction and a 
center turn lane. 

The project will add bike lanes, 

update crosswalks and improve 
safety for all modes of transporta-
tion. 

The project will also improve 
the operations and safety of the 
AC Transit bus lines by moving the 
bus stops from the near side to the 
far side of intersections, providing 
ADA improvements and removing 
low ridership bus stops. 

Changes on Otis Drive

Long Lost 
Mansion

Courtesy photo

Marine Corps veteran Joe 
LoParo (right) stands 
with Navy and Pearl 

Harbor veteran Mikki Ganitch, 
who was two weeks shy of 
101 in this recent photograph. 
Ganitch was serving aboard 
the USS Pennsylvania on Dec. 
7, 1941, when the ship was 
docked in Pearl Harbor. A 
decorated 22-year veteran, 
Ganitch urges everyone to 
make a special effort to donate 
to the Toys for Tots program this 
year. The program has twice as 
much need and a noted decline 
in sponsorships this year. Leave 
donations at  LoParo’s office, 
Keller Williams office, 2437 
Santa Clara Ave or call (510) 
813-5273 and LaPoro will 
arrange for a pick up your 
donation.


